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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE apptaranee of tha HUtorj/ of (Ac War Awriuf 

itsH delojfed hag beymd the period at whieh the author 
ttt frtt tntrnded, Ae btga leaoe to attare fAe PabMc, that 
the delajf uat oeeatiaHed by a ambiaaiioa oj circiMutan- 
et» hAicA U mu not in hit potcer to control. Mach of 
thai delaif,Mfacf, aroiefrom the diffieuUg expenenced in 
proearing paper of a luffideatb/ good qvaSti/ to anttoer 
Ae ^at e^edation* of Ae patmn of the Kork. Aa nmeh 
9xa-6im hit tatdg been made i» Niagara, to ivpply the 
CoDOcfim pAlie leUh the meou cf it^ormatioA, and that 
not mtkout a heavy outlay to thote interealtd in the piib' 
liehmg departntaa, it it confidently hoped, that a generont 
ptibli£ lailfiUy appreciate thote t^tt, imd eiteud that 
patronage which will eimre neon*. 
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PREFACE. 

Althqcgs flMny booksIisTt bcien circulated thnmgb- 
ont the contineBt of America, pt/rportinglo be bistorieB 
a£ the late mr between Great Britain asd the Uiiited 
Ststes, it must be KckiKiw4edged that none has yet ap- 
peared, in the BritiA North Americui Cokmies, which 
could be ctHtsidered as generally aothentic. Whatevei 
oAer causes may have existed to which such ft total 
want of veracity may be ascribed, there is litOe 
doubt but a strong degiie en the part of the authors to 
j^ace eveiy circomslance regarding that contest in a fa- 
vorable point of view m respected ttieir own country, 
leaving the adverse party .as far in the shade as possi- 
ble, CMistituted the most promincDt — a propensity 
confessedly to which, American n-ritcrs, on this topic, 
have betrayed themselves uncommonly subject. 11 may, 
therefore, be fairly presumed, that an apjijogj- for lb« 
appearance of the following sheets would be quite gi)>- 
perfluous. 

A faithful and impartial accouiit of the late nuC, ivith a 
rcvie\' of the causes from whence it originated, muElbc 
hailed with the most exalted enthusiasm by all who ran 
boast the name of a BriloB, and arc worthy of tht? title- In 
such a work, generations yet uubom will trace the foot- 
steps o( ^ir ancesters in that gkrious strug^^le for the 
B^vation of their country, and emulate their virtuous ex- 
ample, ^ould they ever be called upon for that purpose. 

But in thft following detail of the events of the war, 
the present generation, tlie majority of whom bore sv 
■.-aDSjucuoue apart, will be enabled to review the Ifi- 
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rific glariea of those fields of blood and carnage ; the 
widow and the fathedesa will survey the traijscendant- 
•chinvements of their husbands and their fathers, and, in 
testacies of triumph, lilte the sun shedding forth his ra- 
dient beama after beiiij; obscured for a while by a dense 
doiid, will smile through their tears- Our Briti^ 
youths, too, . whose minds have been endangered 
by the poisoned shafts of designing malevolence which 
have been every where discharged through the country, 
by the many erroneous atlcounts of the late war with the 
causes which led to it that have been hitherto publish- 
ed— :in perusing a true statement of those events, they 
will catch that patriotic flame ~vbich glowed with an 
unequalled resplendence in the bosoms of their fathers, 
and animate)! to action that noble few who stepped toi- 
vrard to oppose a relentless enemy invading their hitherto 
peaceful fire aides, and evinced a willingness to endure 
every privation incidental to the " tented field," in de- 
fence of their King, their laws and theil cofuntty. 

That these momentous objects might be fully consum- 
mated, the writer has spared no expense to collect the 
most Athentic materials for the work, neither has he 
shrunk from any labor (however arduous,) that might 
contribute thereto : official documents, periodicals and 
volumes of historical matter on the subject, from both 
the countries interested, which were mtui^ed for settled 
int^pity, have been studiously consulted ; and in addition 
to bU this, t<^ther with the authoi 's pe Aonal knowledge 
of most of the transactions detailed, he has acquired mudi 
inforr.i.ition on the subject fitnn persons of unquestionable 
veracJiy who ivfi* present on the field of action in seve- 
ml ouia^epiei-ld during'tUat str jggle- 
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Ai regards taleDt, in the execution of tbis work, fte 
writer would beg leave to say, that to such lie dlsclaimi 
all pretensions. The humble sphere in which he has 
moved did not probably afford any of those bright and 
flowery avenues to the temple, of' literature to. which 
many nwre fortunate individuals have had access : his 
primary um, through the ^\4lttle, has been the acqiiisitiou 
of truth to lay before his readers — for this he has inces- 
■antly labored, and which he flatters himself he has so 
far accomplidied diat a candid end generous public wil! 
indulgently overlook every other imperfection; he only 
laments thai a' more competent hand had not ere, this - 
period, taJcen up the sabj.ect. 

Niagwra, April, 1832. 
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HIMTORY 

OF THE 

LATE WAR, Sfc, 8fc. 



CHAPTER I. 

Sffect of the Ameritan BebtUum on the mAHc Mind m 
that Country — French Jtitriffue imlh America — Power 
<^ Buonaparte — Amfrir.an Inierporition in the Penin- 
tular War — American Reasons for declaring War — 
Propriety of the Right of Search — Extract from 
the Amnican Exposition of the Causes of the War — 
Extract from the PresidenCs Message — Concurrence 
t^ Congress by declaring War — Revocation of the 
British Orders in Council — Its Effect in America-^ 
Extract front the Prince Regenl^a Proclamation. 

The causes from whence „ originated the rebelIi<HiB 
YAucb termiDated in the separation of the British North 
American Colonies (now the United States,) from the 
luother countiy, bftd engendered such a spirit of preju- 
dice, distrust and rancour against Great Britun, in die 
minds of Americans, that for either the ^Temment <» 
the people<rf that country to judge impartially rfany sub- 
leqnent act of the &itisli goveimnent, blindfolded as 
was America by Freuch policy and French intrigue, 
■eemed to be an exertion far beyond their power to ac- 
Epmplish- While, flien. Great &itain was en'g^ed in 
a war against a powerful usutper who was daily be- 
OHDing more and more the scourge and tenor d 
the mtdi ; when the tyranny of &Bt de^oi over the 
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nrrounding bb^ods seemed to mock*' all renstance; 
when his umies had humbled some of ihe greatest mo- 
narchies, and onnpletelf blotted others from the list of 
independent states f when' d general feeling of submissive 
tetnir seemed to fil^ tiie minds of European continental 
nileraatthe power of hlf arm8j|it becomes, Uien, no 
doatter of astonishment to 8ee,"%y Americans, every 
means it policy which Great Britain em{Joyed to epsure 
her own snocess, in that eventful war, warped and' con- 
tfrued into acta m aggression and tyranny agiuhst nfeu'- 
Mnatioiu. ^ 

At the head of the list'' of reasons asngned by the 
American ^remment for declaring war against Oceat 
Britain, stood the Orders in Coun^ regarding neatr^ 
eommerce, and die right of search as cTakned and prac- 
tised by Great Britain upon American vessels navigating. 
the high seas- True, indeed) Great Britain exercised 
(hat right — a privilege she never yet had yielded^ nor 
1o whidi her right had ever been questioned, uiitiP 
America had wil&ngly chained herself to the car-wheels 
Af Buonaparte ; and then, and not tilt then, when the 
creed was fdtMully ti^ught to America by France, to 
answer her oifn pdidcsJ puiposes, did the dioiits of 
granny and commercial oppression resound from all the 
Kinoundii^ shores of the AtTtufdc. Bdt for ^fhom did 
Great Britun search, ^ben shecommitted this pretend^- 
ed act of tyranny on America f Was it for .^nericait 
tftizens? surely notj- but for b'eroivn deserters, a des- 
cription of peopfe vrhoj if i^ wHl known,' dn board of 
American shimnng, bad ever fbtiiid an' insecure but ready 
dielter. Haa Great Britun onc« relinqiiisbed her 
ti^ttoseivcb vessels of fbe United States, bofii her ar- 
my and navy, by deaejtion' alone, would have suffered 
Baterii^. 

In ft work pubCshed since' dte late 4rar, under die 
Mthority of tne government of the United States, enti- 
fl«d "All Expowtioiiof the Causes and CharactiH' of the 
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Wu with C^st Britain," it is taieA, Haf'vftaJSaiQbt 
1811, Qreat Britain had impressed from thecrenAof 
American vessels, peaceably navigating the hi^ seB&» 
not less than six thousand ipui^ra fvho dauned to 'he 
dtizens of the United States, and vrho we^ denied the 
oppWMBitg of verifying their clums." Aiid in the 
neoe work It U fiirther added, fliat " when ii^af was 
declared, the Otdera In Council had been maiotpaed 
with inexorable hdstitity,' nnlti » thousuid Ameritan 
vessels witli their cargoes had been seized and oqufist^a- 
ted ^In^ei ^ o^ratio|i« of ^ese edicts " 

Another reQwjn amgned, in Oie work above cited, 
lor declaring trar, was stated to be " an ppen violation 
of the American waters and an in^^tioD of the ^- 
dam^ntal jmnciples of the Ja^ of nations by the" 

itended " blockade." However, to these might justly 
.. added, together wi^ i few considerations of minor 
import, the idea of an' atlditimial stripe to the natitfbtd 
eanitcheon by Ihfi C^rnqtiett of Canada. 

In » qtteBsage from SN^r. Madlsgn, the American presi' 
dent, dated June 1st, 1S12, reconunending immediat) 
war with Great Britun, as the only available means o. 
ntisfaction to which they could now resort, Jbr the 
numerous insnlb and indignities which the American 
flag had sustuned — all other causes were but ^~a drop 
in tbe backet, compared vrith the Orders in Council, 
botb in the extent of the injustice of the jneasuie and 
in ibe mischief ari«nK bwa them to neutral nations- U 
isfliere stated, that "these orders were evidently framed 
so as best to suit the political vjews and conusertial 
jeakmsies of the British Government- Tbe consequen- 
ces ^hich would result from them to ueutrid nations 
had never been taken into the account ; or, .if fonieni- 
plated or foreseen as higbly prejudicial, that consideration 
bad no 'weigbt.in tbe muids of &oee by whom they 
were impowd." 
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The United States congress perfectly concutred -with 
tte sentiments held forth in the president's message, and 
followedit up, on the 18th of the same month, with an 
act of that body (carried hy large majorities,) declaring 
war against <jieat Britain, &c. offensive and defensive^ 
■induefofm. On the 23d of the same "unih, the 
British Government rescinded the 0»Jers in Council so 
bitterly complained of; hat the arrival of that repeal io 
America, did not, iallie slightest degree, lend to restoring 
pnblic iTttuquility. The genius of war, the dmon o£ 
destruction had already gone abroad, and no concession 
on the part of Great Britain was sufficient to allay it. 
It was stated in the public documents of the United 
States, that " the Orders in Council had not been repeal- 
ed because diey were unjust in their principles and 
highly detrimental to neutral commerce — on the contra- 
ly, the motive of their repeal was obviously selfish and 
lud uo reference to the rights of neutral nations. Ameri- 
ca, to protect herself, and to avenge her wrongs, bad 
OTohibited ail commercial intercourse with Great Britain. . 
The latter pqwer, thus deprived of her best customer, , 
had no longer a sufficient aod regular market for her 
manufactures and colonial produce ; her merchants and 
manufacturers were nearly ruined; distress and pover^ 
spread themselves over her territories ; complaints and 
petitions poured in from all quarters ^ and the Orders in 
Council were repealed, not to render justice to America, 
but to rescue a large portion of the British people from 
absolute starvation." Yet, notwithstanding all this, it is 
■ stated in the document abovt alluded to, that, " if the 
Orders in Council had taken place sufficiently early ^ 
have been communicated to the IJnited States govern- 
ment before they ])&d actually declared war, the repeal 
of these decrees against neutral commerce would have 
arrested the resort to arms ; and that one cause of the 
war being removed, the other essential cause — tlic prac- 
tice of impressment — would have been tJie subject of 
renewed negotiation. But the declaration of war having 
announced die practice of impressment ae one of the 
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pritici|)^ causes, peace could only be the result of an ex~ 
press Bbandonment of that practice." 

In opposition to the reasons assigned by the American 
govemmest, it was stated in a speech of the Prince 
Regent of Great Britain, bearing date the 9tb day of 
January, 1S13, a few months after the declaration of 
war, that "the real origin of the contest was to be found 
in that spirit which bad long unhappily actaated the. coun- 
cils of the United States: their marked partiality in palli- 
ating and assisting the aggressive tyranny of France; their 
systematic endeavor to iufluencc the people against the 
defensive measures of Great Britain, and their unworthy 
desertioii of tlie cause of other aeutral nations. * 

It is through tbe'prevalenpe of such councib that America 
ha^been associated with France, and committed in war 
against Great Britain- And under what conduct, on the 
part of France, has the government of the United States 
thus lent itself to the enemy ? The contemptuous vio- 
lation of the treaty of the year 1800, between France 
and the United' States ; the treacherous seizure of all ■ 
American vessels and cargoes, in every harbor subject to 
die control of the French arms ; the tyrannical principles 
of the Berlin and Milan decrees, and the confiscations 
under them; the subsequent confiscations under the 
Rambuoillet decree,] antedated or concealed to render it 
more effectual; the French commercial regulations, 
which rendered the traffic of the United States with 
France almost illusory ; the burning of tiie merchant 
■hips at sea, long after tiie alleged repeal of the French 
decrees — all these acts of violence, on the part of France, 
produced, from the government of the United States, 
only such complaints as end in acquiescence and submis- 
fiion, or are accompanied by suggestions for enabling 
France to give the semblance of legal form lo her usur|>- 
ations, by converting them into municipal regulations 
This dispositi<m of the government of the United Statesi 
tiiis coinplete subserviency to the ruler of France ; thii 
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hostile temper towards Oreat Britain — are evident in 
almost eveiy pE^;e of the oSicial coirespondeDce of the 
American with the French goverranent, and form the' 
re^ cause of die present war between America and Great 
Britain." Such might be said to form the prominent 
features of the discordant views taken by the two gov- 
ernments, as regarded the ctHiduct of each other, and from 
which source emanated the incessant acrimony and re- 
criminatiott that so strongly marked their diploniatic 
relations for a number of years, and ultimately mvolved 
tibe two nationi in a most unnatural war- 
But befere we enter inter details, it may not be impro- 
per in this place to take an impartial retrospect of the 
causes which led to an even t so kiuch lamented by 
the enlightened men of both countries, &at we may be 
the better enabled to decide upon the justice of those 
pretensions held out by die executive of each nation, 
and to those who have been accustomed to bear only the 
one side <^the questiao it will be especially instructive. 
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CHAPTER It. 

OanciHaiorg Di»po»Uion of the Bniish Goeemmeat tow- 
ards America — Reasons for theaamt — An uncommotily 
hostile DkposUionmanifested bvthe American Goeerji~ 
msnt tawofdi Great Brilain — Bea»om for tlie aame — 
Grand comnierc'tal Treaty belioeen Gnat Britain and 
France, before the Reoolulion — Commercial Treaty 
completely OBathrown on the Accettion of Buonaparte — 
The wuioalUd cantmcrdul Greatness of Great Britain, 
COME of bitter mortijicalion, to France* 

It Becmj to be a general opinion that the AmericafiB, 
whether right of wrong on the principles of public law 
on which Uiey so obstinately iuaiijted, (& point which 
Aotl be afterward) examined,} tni^lit have bronght 
matters to an amicable ainogemeat, without anr materitl 
ueri&ce even of the djubtful maxims for which they 
ooDtendad ; for never wa« the spirifof GondliatioD car- 
ried farther than by the British Kovernment in itt 
intercourse with the ministers of the United States. 

England had miny obvious reasoas for endearoring to 
SVcrt the calamities of an American war at this period : 
she wai engaged in a very arduous contest in Europe; 
she had the most iiumerous and formidable enemies to 
contend with ; sha had the interests of her commerce to 
tiKiintain, which are always dependent, In some degree, 
oa ft friendly C}Dncctio:i with America ; and she liAd, 

* In ordered pi«cIaclQ the necessity of rcrerrinir to notes for 
lliu withoritips froni vlienrc the fuilowiuj, on tiic events of the 
wsr, lisi been rhiefly cullceteil, nhichlnSuFh k tmrk (espeei.illy) 
u cmiDentlfCBlciilHted to confuse an orilinsry reader ; ilUc'^ii- 
ccived most proper in this place to slate, that amongst the British, 
and Americaa periodieala and otiier piiblicntions of tlie day in 
whicL the occurrences noticed traniplied, the Annual Regiater, 
Nil«" Weekly Rpjisler, &c. &c. &c. Iiajc largely contrRiuleJ 
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moreover a natural and generous aversion to conquer, be- 
fore she could bring herself to draw the swoYd against a 
people connected with her by a resemblance of lan- 
guage, laws and institutions. These were motives suffi- 
ciently powerful to have restrained English ministers, 
even if they had not been otherwise remarkable fiw 
miUhess and fmbeamnce. Had the principles of inter- 
natianat law, which -ii'ere invariably advanced by the 
Americans, been as sound as an impartial examination 
of them may perhaps shew that they were unreasonable, 
still it would have been in the power of America, had 
she fflncerely desired peace, to have preserved it by an 
honorable compromise on those points which had created 
the greatest difference of opinion, or almost by any thing 
short of an absolute Buerender of the rights and honour 
of Great Britain, which it was rather too much in any 
pec^le to expect- But if ttiere be any one point in re- 
cent history which even the arts of faction cannot involve 
in doubt, it is this : that the government of America was 
not sincerely desirous of peace vdth Great Britiun ; that 
it took all possible means to disturb the moderation and 
provoke the anger of the British ministers ; and that 
upon all occasions it betrayed symptoms of the most un- 
accountable partiality to the despotism of France ; those 
wiw studied the history of American af&irs for three or 
four years immediately preceding the declaration of war 
against Great Britain, are well aware of the grounds on 
which this (pinion Is formed ; and a very singular inquiry 
thus su^ests itself, how it should have happened, that 
the only republican government in the world, should, at 
the greatest crisis of af&irs, have combined with the most 
odious of despotisms against a country which had always 
been recognised as an illustrious model of practical free- 
dom, and which was, at this very moment, engaged in a 
grand effiirt to vindicate the independence of natiooB. 

In attempting to account for this singular political 
phenomenon, something undoubtedly must be allowed 
£>r the yet unextinguished spirit of animosity produced 
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'by our itnfoitimate colcmitd war. It may probably be 
supposed that such imtiquated prejudices had long ere 
the period at which the war commenced, become the 
excluKire property of the vulgar ; and must have given 
way in the nunds -of enlightened men, to considerations 
more recent in point of time, and more important in their 
practical isflueuce on American afiairs. It is an-un~ 
deniable fact however, that the government of the United 
States is, to a more than ordinary degree, under the dis- 
cipline tmd control of the rabble ; and if indeed there be 
any trutii in the common speculation as to the motives of 
their hostility towards Great Britain, it must be very far 
gone in vulgar absurdity. NaticnEd prejudices so discrt- 
miiiating imd bo mischievons, are every where but in 
America confined to the lowest order of men ; they have 
long been banished out of the more resectable circles 
even erf private life, and could never find their way into 
the councils of a great European state, without devoting 
it to die supreme and unsparing comempt, and ridicule 
<^ its neighbors- 

"With (he narrow contracted prejudices of the Aineii- 
e«n democracy; other causes undoubtedly conspired to 
accelerate a rupture with England. The commeicisi 
system, that miserable tissue of blundere, which iiad so 
long and so effectually kept down the growing prosperity 
of Europe, had been wisely exploded by the most enlight- 
ened EtHopean nations before the revolution of France. 
The enlarged views andsuperior talents of those political 
jdiilosophers who difhised a radiance round the close of 
die last centUTV, had completely triumphed over every 
obstacle which ignorance and preiudice could op- 
pose ; and England and France at last discovered that 
titey had a mutuaJ interest in the commercial greatnes* 
of each other- They did more thtm this; they rednced 
' their principles to practice, and embodied them in a 
treaty, which, if not unesceptionable in all respects, was 
at least, a great step towards the triumph of genuine ]>hi- 
loaoirfiv over the errors and absurditiea of the old political 

Ba 
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■chool. Tite Freach revolution, however, deruiged all 
the plans of enlightened men j it engendered a roncoiif 
and animosUy between the nations more violent and 
pernicious than the ancient jedouaies of the commemal 

Sstem, and tenoinated al last in a despotism, which 
rcw France and her dependencies far back in the scale 
of improvement- 

The commercial system wasievived by the new,Fren<di 
government, with a haibennu uid destructive fury, 
which had never been ctmtenqiUited at any former pe- 
riod; the refined sod generous principleH which aa 
many eminent men ha4 contributM to establish, were 
forgotten ; their works were neglected orproscribed; ^ 
progress of humap improvement was arrested, oil seemed 
about to be sacrificed ta the- rude genius dt on over- 
w4ielmiag despotism. As a truce with that crafty and 
despotic usurper who. had now gained such an absolute 
ascendancy over the destinies of the French nation, 
was never any thing more than his pasdve submisnoa 
to necessity, tmtil he could recover himself from some 
untoward dilemma into which his (oily anif amb>ticHi 
had brought him ; so was it soon, discovered to be the 
case with the peace of Amien«- Qis invincibles had 
been driven, by the British btwps, &am the slxuies of 
Egypt ; his fleets had been either token er locked up in 
French ports by the immortal Nelao^i and his comp»- 
triofs ; and, in order to recover himself, he i^ induced 
to accept of the terms of what b called the Treaty of 
Amiens ; but reckless of alt good fnthj it. vras scarcely 
j^mulgated to the woHd, unti^ every term oi Uiat 
treaty was violated, and Europe again o^vulsed by ■ 
relentless war. But even during the short int^rvd 
.of repose which succeeded the treaty of Amiens, the 
maxims of the new govenim^t were sufficiently indica- 
ted in the impolitiQ restraints and pE<diibiti(»iB by which 
the commerei^ intercourse of the counjiies was fettered. 
England, however, in all (his, never pietended that such 
measures afforded a legitinurte ground for hostilities 
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■incQ every nation being supreme vithin itself, hasK 
right to detenaine wheSier it shall or shall not receive 
_ the commodities of ftveign states ; tnit if the commercial 
■nimosity of France could not have justified £ng^d ia 
declaiiag. war, it certainly afibrded ner a just and solul. 
Ground foi ^Btertaining jealousy agaiust & power thus 
Lostile to het li^terests, and called upon her ta cratch aU 
the proceediugs of that potter with the most Bcrupulow. 



The unriraUed ammercial greatness, to wMeh 
England had arisen, at this time, iurposaing tdl 
^t history had evei recorded at any precediDg 
period, and all that even die most flattering visims 
of her statesmen had ever contempU^ed, was an 
object of bitter and increamng mortificaticHi to the pcdift- 
cisns of France'; ber nav^ supremacy, which was 
jbunded on the prosperity of her commeice, and promised 
for it an indefiiiite dunitirat, filled their mutds with jeal- 
oosy and apprebensioa. Iliege feelings rose to the 
highest pitch ailer the peace of Amieus. Europe seem- 
ed to learn, for the first time,tiiat the commercial grandeur 
of England possessed a staUh^ which had never been 
supposed to belong to this species empower. Itbadwitk- 
ttooA the shocit <:^ the most extended and; desolating 
warfare ; tmd at the dose o£ a CMitest <^ long duratioQ 
■lid unparalleled fury, in which lite empire had som^ j. . 
tiiDeecontendwiththec4»nbiQedene^eBof Eun^gitmrt '-' 
only ^mained untouched but bad. nyditily extended 
itself during every yeu of faostihty. ^e war bad tep- 
minated in the establishment cf a naval power, which 
liad gathered strength by aU the efibits made to weaken 
it; and had now risen b> that proud eminence, which bid 
defiance to all tivahy. The rulers <rf France reflected on 
diese matters. with hjtt^mess corresponding to the disa»- , 
poiotment rf their Ibpes j tiiey despaired of being ebla *' t-;" 
^fafi fhii enormous power by any ordinary ef&rts ; end '' ''' 
eo>uld think of no way by which its further giowdi 
mi^itbfl checked, but by 'die entire Mciifics of th^r 
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commerce tmd lesoutcea- Hiey hoped that bf e:tduding 
the productions of BritiBh induBtsry from their ports, and 
by prohibiting the nse of BiitiBb CMnmodities throughout 
France and her depeadeifcies, they might gradually 
undermine this over^wn povrer ; while their depraved 
policy at the sune time sougbt to inculcate a belief 
among dieir subjects, diat such measures would promote 
the industry of France- Thus vras « system established, 
(if indeed so rude and impolitic a thing deserve die 
name,) in direct oppositicHi to M the views of modem 
science ; a system, which wu in truth but a barbarous 
exteusion of tke old theories, that so many enlightened 
men had endaavoted to banish for ever from the world. 
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CHAPTER III. 



The Relatwn in uAich the affairs of America stood milk 
those of France as regarded Great Britain^- Great 
Britain fully succeeds in anmkilating ike Commerce ^ 
of France merely bi) following tlie footsterps of thai Go- 
Tj&mnenl — Issidnij of the "Ser&i Decree" — Thai 
Decree executed with inexorable Force — Passing of the 
"British" Orders in CmmciP' in retoKation — The Or- 
. ders in Council fullij justified by the Law of Nations — 
Blockade of the British Islands an open Violation of 
the Law of NaUons — Rights of Neutral Nations the 
$ame in War as ia Peace. 

The measures adopted by France, as set fortb in the 
forc~oin5chapter,hadat\TOfold connection with the affaire 
of America- In the firat place, the American statesman 
entertained much the same feelings vnih respect to the 
commercial and naval greatness of England with their 
friends in France ; their understandings were in general 
of the same character, and their tempers aqnally as vio- 
lent- They, as well as the French politicians, wished 
to render their country great by commerce ; and aa the 
established ascendancy of Great Britain appeared to 
Ihem to stand in their way, they scrupled nat about the 
means which might be employed to remove it. Their 
minds were not susceptible of a generous emulation ; 
envy was the only feeling which a near view of the na- 
val and commercial greatness of England could excite in 
their bosoms- They had no dread of France, who had 
ia the course of the war lost her commerce, her colonieit 
Bod her ships ; whose power never came into contact 
with their own ; whose resources of all kinds were ei- 
ciusively devoted in the prosecution of a war, in the . 
result of which, they vainly thought that America had 
ne interest. But they hated England, her commerce 
and.her power, ascordialiy even as the members of tiie 
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Frendi government did : and had America been as litUo 
dependuiit on commerce as France, had her citizens been 
as mdiiferent to its real interests, or had her rulers pos- 
sessed the same despotic sway over their fortunes, which 
the French government had assumed over those of its 
Mvn subjects, it is probable that Mr. Slsdison and his 
auxiliaries would at once have followed the example of 
Buonaparte, by prohibiting all commercial intercourse 
with the British empire. But the Americans had not 
yet been wholly overawed by their ^lers; and it became 
necessary to pursue a more mdireet and insidious course 
with themj than that which had been followed by Buona- 
parte in his dealings with a people wham he had 
entirely subdued. 

The measures pursued by France in the executicwt of 
her anti-commcrciat system, suspended . for a while the 
interaationBl law of Europe, and afibrded to the mlers trf 
America the pretext v/hiai they had so long dts'.red) for 
gratifying their animosi^ against England. The com- 
mercial hostility of France during the peace, although 
never considered by Great Britain as a ground for war, 
\va3nothowever forgotten when hostilities were rene\ved; 
and the English ministers therefore determined to employ 
the naval power which was at their command, to the 
anmhilalion of the foreign commerce of their enemy. 
These measures were such as the interests of tlie Biitiah 
i^m]Hre demanded, and which a state of hostility fully 
justilied ; and they completely suceeded in B:^compIiBh- 
irig' the object which tliey had in view. The foreign 
fcomincrce of France was annihilated j her industry 
checked ; her resources wasted ; and her ruler diacorered, 
when it ^va3 too late, htfw gibis were the errors whicH 
he had committed. It was however, impossible to re- . 
tract ; and he resolved to carry his cdmmercial war to 
the utmost pitrh of fury. In this temper did Buonaparte 
issue Lis famous Berlin Decree, which renewed all the 
bid proliibitory regulations, and iMiiicnnisly declared th£ 
British IslawU to be in a alate of bloetude, at the Ti*ry 
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ntomeat when die fleets of Great Britain actually blocka- 
ded all the ports of France and her dependencies. 
Nentnd vessels bound to, or returning from a British 

Srt, were made liable to capture by this singular decree 
atters remained for some time in this state, the French 
ruler being unable to execute hia decree, and the Brittsh 
sOTcrnmeat being averse to advance further in so bar.- 
DorouB a warfare. But having again proved successful 
in his northern campaign. Buonaparte resumed with 
fresh vigor his prohibitory system ; ne confirmed all the 
prorisions of the Berlin Decree ; excluded the merchan 
dize of Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
accompanied these prohibitionB with the severest penal- 
ties. 

Every article of British produce was searched for, 
seized and committed to the names ; while the most cru- 
el punishments were inflicted on the subjects of France, 
who dared to violate these arbitrary laws. This violent 
system had now reached its height, and.it seemed to be 
determination of the French rcler to have it execu- 
ted with the utmost rigor ; the British government, tlicre- 
fore, could no longer, either in prudence or honour, delay 
die retaliation vrhidi its power enabled it to inflict 
The fantous Orders in Council were therefore issued ; 
idl trade to France or her dependencies was strictly 
prohibited ; all vessels, of whatever nation, which ven- 
tured to engage in ' this trade, were declared liable to 
seizure, and France and her dependencies were thus 
reduced tb that state of blockade, with which she had 
TBJnly threatened the British Islands- The Orders in 
Council admitted but of one single exception to this 

foeral blockade of the French empire. The French 
crees hod declared all vesselb liable to seizure which 
lukd touched at a British port, the Orders in Couucit, lo 
counteract this provision, declared, on the other haod, 
that only such snips as were in that situation should bo 
permitted.to sail for France. Thus did the utter cslinc- 
tion (rf die foreign trade of France resnlt as a natural 
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Gongequence of the very meaBures of her own govern'- 
ment; meEisures, which no despotism, how ignorant 
soever, would have ventured to adopt, bad it not trusted 
tO' ft power which efiectually silenced aJil popular 
ofnnion- 

Two questions have be^n put on these Orders in 
Council, were they founded in justice, and were they 
supported by reasons of expediency } On the first point, 
with which alone foreign powers had any ccmcem, the 
advocates of these measures had a veiy easy task la 
perform ; for nothing surely can be more obvious to those 
who know any thing of the law of nations, than tlie 
right ofGreat Britain to retaliate on her enemies their own 
violence and injustice. What has been called the rule 
1756, forms the first link in that chain of commercial 
restrictiona, which in the sequel became so complicated ; 
And tlic perfect equity of this rule has always appeared 
manifest to the most enlightened minds- France, like 
the other European powers who possessed distant colo- 
nies, endeavored to secure for herself the monopoly of 
their markets ; and during peace strictly prohibited till 
strangers from carrying on trade with them. When she 
goes to war with England, howei'er, the superiority of 
her enemy's naval power compels her to relax the rigour 
of her colonial policy ; and she is willing that neutral 
vessels should bring home the produce of her American 
settlements- By tiie interference of these neutrals, 
however, the British are manifestly deprived of tha 
' advimtages which their naval power would otherwise 
■ecure to them ; of the chance of captures, and the 
sertainty of reducing colonies without sbiking a blow. 

But no neutral can, upon any pretext, claim greater' 
aflvantagea after, than she enjoyed before the war ; she 
has a right to insist that her relative condition to the 
belligerents shall not be rendered worse by the hostilities 
m which they may engage, but she can have no right to 
demand that it should be improved- By admission, 
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however, to the cotonial trade of France daring vra, 
a trade from which neutrals are excluded by France 
herself during peace, the condition of the neutral is 
manifestly improved ; it is improved at the expence of 
£tt|^and, who is deprived of the chance of captures and 
conquestt, which her power would otherwise give her ; 
and it is improved to the great gain of France, whom 
the interference of neutrals protects against the over- 
whelming power of her enemy. There can be no doubt 
as to the equity of the rule of the War 1756, that rule 
of which France and America have so loudly com- 
plained. The Orders in Council of January, 1S07, 
which was not issued till after the Berlin Decree had 
been published by Buonaparte, was also iustiSable on 
tfie very same principles ; it went merely 1o exclude 
neutrals during war from a branch of the enemy's trade 
la which they bad no access in time of peace. So far 
then the measures adopted by the British government 
rested on the clearest principles of intematicmal law. 

And what were the measures adopted by France ? 
hod they any foundation in the acknowledged principles 
and usages of pubhc law.' The decree of Berlin pro- 
hibited all commerce in British commodities ; France 
indeed had a right to do this, however lata! the 
measure might be to her own interest, and that of her 
dependencies ; and had the Berlin Decree gone no 
farther, although it might have had the effect of emhit- 
teriog Uie hostile spirit of the two countries, it neither 
could have justified, nor would it have been met by any 
n>ecific act of retaliation on the part of England. But 
the French ruler, - in a moment of despair, ventured to 
declare the British islands in a state of blockade, and to 
interdict all neutrals from trading with a British port- 
Thia was a violent infringement of the law of nations ; a 
daring insult on neutral rights ; an act of mad injustice, 
which loudly called upon all parties to avenge themselves 
of its authors. The honour of Great Britain pre~emj- 
neotly demanded that she should repel this outrage 
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wi& becomiiig ^liiit ; sad ottboiigb she at fiiat seemed 
mUing to tree^ so impotent a measure with contempt 
altme, aud to wut its result od the conduct of America, 
yet it will not be denied that the right still remained to 
n^ of exercising reliSAtiou Kvhen the proper season 
should arrive. The date c^ ihepuhlication of the. Milan 
Decree appeared to her to be tdat season ; tim^ enough 
had been allowed to tlie different Beutral powers to 
mnoDstrate against the enemy ; they had Isuled to im- 
prove die CHpportuuity afforded them; and England 
could no loi;ger remain silent when a new decree wfts 
issued, more unjust and insulling than its predecessor, 
more absDrd and barbarous than any thing which had 
ever occurred araong civilized nations. She therefore, 
issued her Orders in Couucil, which in'effect reduced 
the French empire to a state of blockade, andcut off the 
whole commerce which neutral nations had hitherto 
cartied on with the enemy. Of these measures France 
of course had no ri^ to complain, and a very Uttle 
reflection will suffice to shew that if America had any 
just grounds of remonstrance, she should have offered 
diem to France alone, and not to Kngland, against whom 
she was so prompt to bring forward her accusations. . 

France was the. first of the bdilgercnts to violate the 
law of nations. She issued the Berlin Decree, and fol- 
lowed it up by the other, dated at ]Vlilan, by both of 
which, the Americans and all other neutrals were pre- 
vented fiom maiutaiiiing their usual intercourse with 
England- These measures were in thtir principle a 
direct invasion of neutral lights, and it was therefore the 
duty of neutral powers to have remonstrated against 
them with firmness. But America did not thus resist ; 
and she in this manner committed herself with the enemy. 
It was a principle tenaciously maintained by Buonaparte 
on ril occasions, that those who did not resist an injury 
offisred them by either of the belligerents, were no 
longer to be considered as neutrals ; that by their acqui- 
«icancc, they made themselves paities to the cause of 
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iba eoemrj aai that of course, tbey Tv^re to be treated 
in the ume way as if they had actually declared war 
against the nation to whose interests they stood opposed- 
It was 00*501116 principtk of this kind, that he declared 
the ships of all neutrolg which subtnitted to what lie 
called tM tyranny of the English; deaoHonalized — an 
mtcouth and barbarooa word invented to serve the occa- 
non of these unhappy times, wh^n Europe wds no longer 
onder the g^dance of wise and sotind principles. 

To sjibmjt to any ibing which t'tsace pretended to 
call a departure from the intemational law of Europe^ 
' was therefore held sufficient to denationalize the ships 
of neutral powers ; and although the application of this 
principle may frequently have been enoneous, there can 
be no doubt mat the'principle itself was just. If France 
«rorati;d the law of nations, as she vinquestionably did 
by her Berlin Decrefe ; and if America c^mly acquiesced 
in this insulting invasion of her rights, there can be no 
SMtofdonbt that she thus made herself a party in tibe 
qnarrel which Fruice bad with England ; that she in 
e&ct conspired with the common enemy, andthather 
riiips were, to use the jargon of the French government, 
ciearly " denationalized." Had England therefore me- 
ditated hostility towards America ; had she been anxious 
to avtul herself of a pretext for a quarrel ; had she been 
deurous of exacflog from a secret enemy ihk full penal- . 
ties of ber acces^on to the cause of the other belli getent ; 
die might very wkU have proceeded, on the simple fact 
of American acquiescence in French violence, at <Hice to 
hftve treated the Americans as enemies. 

A candtdexposition, therefore, of'the rights and duties 
flf belligerents and neutrals, must completely exculpate.... 
England from all blame in Issuing her Orders inTTouncil. 
It is the doctrine of all jurists, that the rights of neutrals 
during war sxe exactly the same as doring peace ; the 
Deuf^ powers are entitled to demand of either belliger- 
ents that in their intercourse with the o&er, tbey shall 
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not be subjected to greater resHaints than tbey erperi- 
«uced dunng a seasm (^ tranquility ; but no neutral is, 
by any means, entitled to require more tlian this, or can 
tjxpect that a belligerent should sacrifice to the conven- 
ience of the neubal, any of the just rights she may 
acquire by a state of war. The principle of this doctrine 
is obvious ; no nation can expect that a foreign power is 
to sacrifice its own immediate interest to her convenience 
or advant^e- When we CMne to Consider these gene- 
ral principles, with reference to the case of America, 
their force seems to be irresistable. Suppose that America 
had been entirety out of the question, that her name 
tvere unknown in Europe, and that she bad still remained 
in her ancient state of dependence on the British empire ; 
suppose for a moment, tliat the question had arisen 
entirely between Great Britain a:id France ; that France 
had violated the law of nations, by presuming to deCitue 
the British islands in a state of blockade, and tlien let 
any impartial persiMi say what is the policy which Great 
Bntain would have been entitled and called upon to 
pursue ? She would clearly aud evidently have had a 
light to do tiie same thing to France, whidi France had 
attempted to do to her, that is, she would have been 
entitled to declare the French empire in a state of block- 
ade with all possible vigor. Suchthenwasherundoubted 
ri^t; and wilt it be pretended that America— ^at a ' 
foreign nation was entitled toiutoifere with her, in the 
exercise of her rights ? It is of no importance to the 
thingin hand to enquire, whether the blotutade of France 
, was, or was not, on the whole beneficial to England; 
that was a matter for England alone to consider ; it was 
a question with wliich America had no sort of concern ; 
and it is of the rights of America alone that we now 
speak. America, then, had no right to complain of the 
exercise of the powers which En^and possessed by her 
superiority, as one of the great European belligerents ; 
which she derived immediately trom that state of hostUi- 
ties, in which she, tmd not Aimica, was iuolred, and 
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which, of course, she had a right to improve to her own 
advantage, and the annoyance of her enemies. 

There is still another light in which this momentmis 
question may be considered, with reference to the es- 
tablished law «f nations. It is in the power of England 
to exclnde America or any other nation from trading 
with herself, and it is in the power of France to do 
the same. Suppose, then-, that both nations had mu- 
tuatly agreed to treat America in this manner, could 
she have ventured to complain? But it is *e same 
thing whether these powers do so directly, and in coit- 
junction, or indirectly by means not less efficacious; 
whether they exclude the Americans by the operation 
of a peaceful league between themselves, or by n 
series of measures adopted during war. If France, 
Uy attempting to exdude all neutrals from British 
ports, communicattd to her enemies a right to retaliate, 
can Uie Americans interfere ; or are they in a worse 
condition than if the belligerents had separately, and 
in a time of profound peace, determined to renounce all 
commercial intercourse with them .' Surely not j 
they could not, mth the slightest appearance of jus- 
tice, complain ; fliey could not demand that their 
condition, should be improved by a state of European 
warfare', they could not clainK the forbearance of 
England, towards her enemies, for the sole purpose of 
conferring a favor upon neutrals; they could not, in 
short, upon any sound gducifjle, object to the Orders 
in Council- 

Di^rent opinions were entertained on the qnes- 
tioB as to their expediency ; and although these famous 
measures are said to have been, in the first instance, 
fltmngly pressed upon ministers by the mercantile in- 
terest, there can be no doubt that the government was 
in some meaSltre deserted by this powerful body, be- 
fore the Orders in Council were tiually re[>ealed. Tlie 
discussions which at intervals ensufd on ihis subject, 
C2. 
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weifl sigQiUzed by Ute uncomiaui ' znl and scute- 
new of the advocates od both sides ; and sn icaovDt 
of them, in the order in which they occurred, will, it 
is believed, form an interesting aabject to introduce 
the history of the war, and will t^d to exhibit the 
■igitated state t^ die miblic ouud on this questiMi, at 
tus peiiod in Great Bril^ ; and ahow from wbrace 
the Ameiieaogovemio^it inferred the extreme poTertj 
<tf the British mercantile and muafaGturitig interesls, 
from die efiectof those edicts- 
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CHAPTER IV. 



An vttremeig hoalUt Di^oiiHeia manifeited lowards- 
Griat Britain by the FreMidtni- and Congraa of 
dte- VmUd ^oiea—'AffKlation of h^mrtiaHty in 
the DitautitM* of Ike American Congresi, an tka 
CkmdmA of Oreat Briimn aaid D-anix — Effect pro- 
dvced on the ptt6Jic Mindin Mnglandy in Oonietpiene* 
of the hattUe Altilade America had oatuned — Seri- 
otti affmr betieeen the crew* of tv)0 i^Vencft Priwtieert 
SrAwimcan Seamen at the Port of Savannah — Vaunt- 
ing Language of Janaiea — h^Hat Conf^aice of As 
BrUiA aonemmenl in the Lo^aUy and firm Attach- 
wtent <^ the People of Canador—Tkat Gmfidence 
eonfinaed — Varimtt Duciuriona in England on the 
Pri^riely or i^ropriely of going to War with 
America.- 

AltBOOQH the qaestk^ uising out o( tbe Orders in 
Cinmcil fbimed, at firat, the chief sabjct of dispute 
between &eat &iti»i and Americfi, yet many other 
points, in the course of discusuon, were mtraduced, 
■cvcelyleBsdffidUtofurangemeDt Atthemeetingofthe 
American Qongrew, in lite endof the preceding year, the 
^eecfa delivered bj the preddent gsve evident indications 
of a very bortile spiiit towards Oretf Britain ; and as 
this fpeecb was ftdlowed by a report of the select com- 
mittee crf'oHtgreaa fco' fweign s&iis, which was no less 
warlike, the hopes which had been entertained of an 
amicable arrangement seemed to ruiish. The com- 
mittee, with a wOD^ifnl a^ctatton of imputiahty, 
began by a general ccmiplaint as to the wrongs which 
America had sustained, both frcm France and England, 
in the seizure erf the property of the citizena m the 
Voited States, when peaceably pursuit^ - their Itcwful 
Gonuaerce ob the high seas; and reprobated the defence 
which had been offered by cadi party, that iu »cu, 
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of viol6iice were jmeiely retaliatory, on similar aJcts 
cominitted by its antagonist. The Americans, it was 
said, violently assailed, by both these European States, 
withdrew their citizens and property from the ocean, 

- ezpectiiif; recess fnnn title Jostaceofthe belligerents; 
but having failed in this object, they had recourse to 
the non-intercouree and noa-importation laws. To in- 
duce the European poKeN to retain to a system of justice, 

' they had oEfefedcommerciBladvanfafieBtotbe belligerent 
which should first revoke its commercial edicts ; and had 

' tn impose more severe restiictionB on die other- BtiX 

■ here did the mask fall to the ground ; here did all sem- 

' blance of impartiality cease, from the report ; which pro- 
ceeded to announce diat France, profitingby the friendly 
<^rs of the United States, had, on die 1st November, 
I8I0, declared, the repe^ of the decree of Berlin; that 
Ihe British were diiB bonnd to have revoked their Orders 

. in Council,. but instead of this, they had advanced still 
bolder pretenuons; they bad affected to deny the practi- 
cal extinction of the French decrees, and had insisted 

. that France sboald renounce the whole system of her 
commercial warfare against Great Britain, of which 
these deorees ori;(inally fonued a part. That the exclu- 
sion of British produce and mauitfacturea fram France 
and the states in alliuice with her, was a means of com- 
mercial warfare with which the United States had no 
concern ; and that France would never concede to the 
unsQthorised demands of America, those ri^ts whidt 

, she conaideied as Uie moat powerful en^^ tn the vrar ; 
that die outrages oi England had not been confined to 
the commerce alone of me United states; that by the 
•eizure of American seanten, which was still carried on 
with unabated rigor and severity, the greatest insult waa 
offered to America ; and that the only question now 
was, whether the Americans should tamely submit, or 
resist by those means which circnmst&nces had placed 
within their reach. That it had now become the sacred 
duty of Congress to call forth the patriotism and re- 
sources of the TOuntry ; and the committee, therefore, 
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eamesd; recommended, " That the United States be 
immediately put in an armour and attitude demanded by 
the crius, and corresponding mith the national spirit and 
expectations ■" 

As soon ^ die accounts of the waclike preparations 
in America were made known in Great Britain, it be- 
came an universal opinion that war with that eoimtiy 
was now inevitable. The report of the committee of 
Congress certainly breathed an uncommonly hostile spirit 
towards £ugland,.and left no room to expect an amico- 
ble or conuliati^ ammgemetit. Its reasoning were 
wholly founded on the assumption that the prohibitory 
decrees of France had really been repealed, whilst die 
daily conduct of that power, and the experience of die 
government of America, ^aBitively and pareraptonly 
caatrafdietediJiat assumption.* The committee attempted 
to avail themselves of a captious and quibbling distinc- 
tion between the international law asserted by France, 
and the municipal regulations established for the govem- 
ment of the commerce of that country ; still the Frend 
government continued to declare that no Britiab goods 

•The Justice and fairneas which hiiTO been evinced on the 
pu't of tb« United States towards France, both before and since 
the rerocation of her decrees, authorised an expectation that her 
govenuneat would Itave followed op that measore by all aucb 
otben ai were doe to oar reasonable claiuui, as well as dictated 
hy it> amicable profeajions. No proof, however, is yet given of 
an intention to cepalrthe wrongs done to the United States ; and 
particularly to restore the great araonnt of Americnn property 
■sized and CDndemoed under edlcU, wtdeh, though notaflTectlng 
DDT nentral relationa, and thenfuie not Mitaring into the question 
between the Uiuted States and other belligerents, wereneverthe- 
lets founded in such unjust principles that the reparation ought lo 
have beau prompt and aaiple, 

lo additioD to this, and other demands of ttriet right, on that 
nation, the United States have n— "^ '*- '•—■-■-'-' 



with the rigorous and unexpected restrictions to which their trade 
with the French dominions had been sabjected. 

Preiidenth Menu^ti to CtmgreaSf 5th Nov- 1911. 
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dtoiild be admitted into' Frendi ports, notwilhstanS^ 
Aat Ihetegoods may have hecotue theprofKrty of neutrab } 
01IIS n'eretbe Amerit^ni eompletely shut oUt from a 
branch of commerce, of the pe&cefvkl enjoyment of 
irtiich they had long been in possession, and in which, 
of course, they had an undoubted right to engage. Even 
(bough the Berlin and Milan decrees had, as far as re- 
gsrded their practical operation on the great high way 
of nations, been fairly revoked, yet their principle wu 
idll retained, to a degree which not only called ugoii 
itentrala generally to'protest gainst them,bM(Hlaccoimt 
of Aeir practical bcfjing on America, particularly, de- 
manded from tUem a firm and d&clded resistance' TBe 
^tish government di^not insisf, as was vainly afl^ted 
to be believed by. Ae Gbnuiuttee„that America shoiild at 
«iy lime intet^re' with the tbimfigtic regulations of 
France ; but she certainly insisted that Am^tjoi^'Aould 
Bot, by lending herself to the enemy, or by passively 
iabmitting to conditions which hul never until now 
been imposed upon any neutral nation on earth. Nothing 
could, probahly, more forcibly exhibit the hostile dispo^ 
A'&aa of America towards Great Britain, and ber servile 
duplicity towards the ruler. of France, tiianber submis- 
■ion to die blockade of the British I^I^ds— tul' act of 
IJieFrench^mperor which America herseli^ had' declared 
lobe an opfen violatioii of die public law t^nationa, 
■Dd when France did not employ a single' vessel to 
enforce it. Even though the decrees of France had 
dierefore been rescinded^' that repeal must have been 
totally nugatory, since, bTa mnnicipal regulation which 
America strenuoudy defended, a p^dpable vioIatkHi of 
the rights of neutral nations was stiU committed ; neu- 
trals were still compelled to comply with the measures 
(if France, to the injury of British commerce ; thus 
pfoMaiinmg'tb'the woiid a principle or a descriptitn 
dbwether new and eitravagant. From au these it may 
be uirlr seen that America bad no grounds whatever, 
Except her base traffic with the French ruler, for declaring. 
"Int ^dntt Great Britain ; nor were they warruited by 
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•o violeat ud unjust 

During the time Hui the AmericaD legialatme was 
engaged denouncing in the severest terms the injustice 
of G-reat Britain, and apologizing for the outrages of 
France, an a^r of ft very serious nature occurred at 
Savannah, which' had nearly opened the eyes of 
America to the insolence of the French towards a nation 
which had so completely debased itself by its servile 
compliance to the measures of that gbvemment. One 
evening, iibout the middleof November, 1811, as two 
French privateers were lying in the port abovemention- 
ed, a rencontre took place between a party of American 
aeamen and a party of the ciews of the French priva- 
teers, in which' three of the Americans were stabbed 
and severely wounded. Hie American seamen then in 
the port, bemg highly exasperated at the conduct of the 
French, rose, en matse, with a full determination to 
reveqge themselves by the destruction of &e privateers ; 
they, therefore, in pursuance of this design, seized and 
set fire to one of them and burnt her to the wafer's 
edge- The other priveleer was immediately taken pos- 
session of, by a party of the Savannah volunteers, who 
protected her until between eleven and twelve o'clock 
at night, at which time the American sailors procured a 
lighter-boat, filled her with tar and various combustible 
materiab, towed her along-side the Training priv.ateer 
to whieh they made her fast, and then set her on fire, 
which soon forced the guard to abandon their chai^, 
which was speedily destroyed. In this instance, amongst 
many others, the French were unquestionably the ag- 
gressors ; their arrogance and insolence towards America 
on every occasion became absolutely past endurance ; 
yet bad not the sjarit of the people ui^d them here to 
redress their own wrongs, it is more than probable that 
the government, as in circumstances of a smiilar natuie, 
would never have thought of inteifering. 
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Hie ^timents which were contuned in the report of 
the committee of the lefpslature, before alluded to, were 
violently supported in the House <£ Represent^ves ; 
anditwasactually declared by one speaker in Qiat house, 
to be the unanimmis opinion of that committee, "That 
the encroachmenta of Great Britain were such as to de- 
mand war, as the oidy ttltematipe by which to obtain 
justice." Others of the members dilated largely on the 
power which America possessed to harass and annc^ 
Great Britain both by sea and land ; that it was in their 
power completely to exhaust her colonies, and to annihi- ' 
late her trade by an active system of privateering- Their 
, ranity even carried them so far as to boast of the ea3v 
■■ eoaquett^ould be made of Cwnada — a threat which at aU 
times escited ridicule m Great Britain, knowing well 
how strongly the people were attached to the laws and 
iostitutionsof the mother country. Indeed so well were 
the British government aware sf the loyalty and valor 
of the brave yeomanry of Canada, that she actually 
li^ed the sdvation of the countiy from the grasp o£ the 
enemy into their hands ; and well was that confidence- 
repaid, for they actually appeared to rejoice in suffering 
every description of privation, to afibrd them an oppor- 
tuni^r of hara^ing and finally repelling the proud mva- 
der in every incursion he made. There were, however, 
fttill to be found, in England, many persons who highly 
deprecated a war wjth America, as one of the greatest 
evUs which could-befal that country ; and who, notwith- 
standing the length to which the vanity of America had 
carried her in her unreasonable demands, still entertained 
a hope that hostilities might yet be averted. No person 
eould certainly have felt a desire of having a war with 
America, merely on its own account ; but at this period 
it was impossible to discover by what means the calami- 
ties of a war could be avoided, consistent with the honor 
of die British nation, when the absurd pretensions of 
the government of America were taken into con- 
sideration. 
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They hsd, Kt vuions periods, made use «f the language 
oS de&imce, daily boasting of the ability they possessed 
of Utterly destroying the comiaerce of Great Britain, aod 
of Uieir power of conquering Canadti; all consideratioits 
were therefore set aside, aud on war they were fuHy 
resolved. Under such circumstances,- for Great Bri-' 
talD to have suecumbed would have been a sacrifice of 
her honor, inasmuch as it would have been yielding to 
menace and iusiilt of the most degrading kind- It would 
have been no better than .cowardice of the most dastardly 
description, for Great Britain to have rescinded her 
V Orders in Council at this period ; and it was a fact 
proved to a demonstiatioit, that America never intended 
to slop here, or tiie French emperor did not intend to 
allow her to rest satisfied with this concession. The 
ministers of the British nation therefore determined to 
act upon the principle so elegantly unfolded by Mr. 
Burke: "That in small, weakly states, a timely com- 
promise has often been the means, and the only means, 
of drawing out tiieiipunyexislenoe. But a great state 
k too mudi envied, too much dreaded, to find safe^ in 
humiliatiDn. To be secure, it must be respected 
Fowf r, and eminence, and consideiatiou, are things not 
to he be^ed ; they must be conunguded ; and they who 
flupplicate for mercy from others, can never hope fiw 
jusliee through themselves." The coBduct of the British 
ministers, however, in this alFair, was not altogether 
undeserving of reprehenMon : they had determined, 
through the semblance of fear, to make no concession to 
America, and thereby cast «a that country the odium of 
first having recourse to anus.' Yet after that nation had 
declared her unalterable resolution for war, and adding 
that, notwithstanding diis, she was determined to wait 
.until her preparations were complete, for Britain to allow 
her time Tor such preparBtions, and not strike the blow 
at an enemy whom, from the most palpable evidence, 
she had ever suspected of the basest political treschery. 
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in Mi the diplomatic relations vidatt occurred between 
the two couutries, and whom she knew to be irreccffi- 
cilably bitter «nd rancorous, was honorable to a fault. 
To bave attacked them at such a time end under such 
circumstances, would have been a policy both wise 
and vigorous- 
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• CHAPTER V. 

JJoAon madt in . liU Bme o/ Coalnota, by Ht. Whit- 
brtad^ for Cbpiu of oMaal corrt»p<mdeac» be tween 
Britiik and Americaa 3fmiaUn, to be Joid b^e the 
Botttt'-Chargei in jlfr. WhUbremPa Speech agaiiut 
BrHUk Jlfiftutert, fin' hatteation and Iticmhtg in 
titdr btenoune mtk thote of America — ■!&■ WMt- 
bnad'i motion ttrenuoatlif opposed in the Haute of 
Cgnmottt—The Charge* againtt Bri^h l£miten by 
Mt. VfUXhrvid rebulted—^. Whitbnxtd't Motion in 
Ae Hon** pvt omI negiOived. 

b* order, however, to' avert the' calanuties natarally 
attendant oa a state of hostilities with Americju it was 
nsved in the House of Commous on the 13th of F^n^ 
tty-hjl/lr. Whitbrea^, "That a humble addreis be 
presented. to the Prince Regent, praying that he would 
give directions to lay before the House copies of all cor- 
le^ndeBce which had passed . between tbe British and 
^meiicftn ministers, from the 1st of Januaiy, 1610, to 
tbe Ktest period, tt^ther with the documents referred 
to in the correspondence. It was urged by Mr, Whit- 
bread in supp(»l of this measnre, " Tliat although the 
^vemments of both countries bad, from the begiQiUDg, 
professed to be actuated by the most friendly and 
ooDciliatoiy dispontions towards each other, the breach 
between Great Britain and.Ameridk'bad been widening 
from day to day, till it appeared that war bettveen the 
tno countries must be the inevitable consequence of the 
perseverance of England in her present system; that the 
infonnatim demanded by this modou was already before 
tke-whole world, tvith the excepdon of the two houses 
of parliament; that it had been the practice of the 
House, when she entertained suspicions that the busi- 
nets i^tlie state was not well conducted, to require 
infiinnation from the executive pwver and that th« 
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only ground upon which such Infomtatioa h^ ever been 
lefuB^d was that a disclosure might disturb or imp^ 
the impending negotiitions ; as the info'rmilioii required 
"' wBs already before the world, no. such plea coul^ in tbia 
ctae be ofered." 

"From a penisal of th« pepers, iC ^>peared that tbe 
amiatt of those who managed the negotit^<nis had 
'been very culpable, yet it was impossible to bring a 
charge against then tintil the documents were jwodncefL 
The British ministers at home had behaved with die 
gteatest inattention to the American envoy, aad.htd 
shown a nagleet amounttBg to diplomatic inciviltty,- 
while our ministers in the United States have acted in a 
manner .scarcely less repuleite. T%e conduct of Mt 
Jackson and Mr. ' Foster, while . in America, had not 
been conciliatory ; while the Conespoodence of Marquli 
Weliesley with Mr; Pinkney, which coiiimenced in 
Janoary, 1809, and tttrminEited in February, 1S10, bad 
beeii sacli as to raise ifac indignation of the American 
govemmeDt. The behaviour of Mr. Pinkney, on the 
other hand, had been deserving of great praisdi When 
he entered on the duties of his mission, a strong fesUnfl 
existed in America in consequence of what had occuxKO 
in the conrse <^ Mt ' Jsckson's entbany ; and the 
Americans were naturally anxious els to the character of 
the person who was to be named by Great Britain to 
renew the negotiation. .On the and of Jaaaary, 1609, 
Mr. Pinkney again wrbte to the Marquis Weliesley on 
theflub}ect,hut no answer w^ ^vento this letter tiUthe 
14th of March. On Uie 15th, Mr. Pinkney again wrote 
to Lord Weliesley reacting, the Elnglish system of 
Uockade, a subject most interesting to Aiseriea; butts 
this letter he did not receive an answer for more thui a 
fortnight' On the 30th of April, Mr. Pinkney wrote to 
Lord Weliesley on the subject of the Berlin and Milan 
decrees, but to this letter he never received any answer 
at all ; and a complaiiit which he made SLgainst ^e inft> 
mous practice of ftfgingijh^' papers in London, and 
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mUdng an <^b traffic of them, wu treated with the 
MmKDMlect. That m&ny other instances hnd-oecnnvd 
ID wfaicn the communications of the American minister 
had been treats in a manner not less contemptuous, uid 
in particular to his letter of the 15th September to Lord 
Wellesley, on the subject of the blockade of EUinenr 
by Sir Junes Saumarez, aiidstathig some circumstances 
lelating to die seizure of four American seamen in ibe 
Viola, he received an imperfect answei only on the 6th 
of December, which noticed the tetter so far as it relfty 
Kd to the blockade, but said nothing at all on the 
subject of the impressment- That the latter subject 
was One of the greatest delicacy ; and although the sea- 
men had afterwajnds been releasedbyTirtuerf a judge- 
ment of Sir Wilh'am Scott, yet the secretaij of state had 
QDDsidered the vrig^nal complaint as unworthy of hU 
notice. Such had been the conciliatory sjnrit of the 
noble secretary, who permitted the Kotence of a coort 
pf justice to answer the communication <tf a-foreign 
minister, Vrhom be himself would not take the trouble of 
ntisfyingon so inta resting a point- AlthoughMr. Pink- 
ney had, on numerous occasions, addressed the British 
miiiisler on the sabjectof the Berlin and Milan decrees, 
he had never received any sadsfacto^ answer, and he 
■ocordingly demanded his awUence of leave." 

" Little appeared to have Been afterwards done towards 
ejecting the important ol^ects which both, governments 
professed to have at heart- Mr. Foster had been sent 
ont with no new instructions ; he went to ofer what had 
been previously rejected, and to restate what had (rftea 
before been stated in vaioj so that his mission was <m]y 
productive of disappoinbnent. That it is of the ntmort 
mipoTtance to concitiate ^kneiica; tiiis tAject might at 
one time have been thought waattainable, but fran scone 
measure recently a<kpted by Congress, for admitting 
British manubctures into &e ports Ot the United States, 
there was reason to believe that it was still thewMi at 
fte .Auericans to avoid a rui*ure. The prosperity of 
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Am^ct contributed lu^ly to the welfare of this corny • 
try;uid thatAmenca had committed no fault, except 
that, aa she was placed in an extraordinary dtiiation u 
the only neutral in the world, she had endeavored to 
KVEul herself of the advantages her situation a£n>led. 
The intelligeitce which had so recently been received 
frran America, made it laora important than ever, th»-. 
roughly to consider ttus subject ; that the bill spokeq oJ^ 
•s wceiy to. pass ^trough C<mgress, wouldgive umbrsf^ 
to Fiance ; and it was the duty of the British goveni> 
ment to endeavor, by conciliation, to avail itself of any 
diffelrence of. this kind, which might arise." 

Several memhers strongly ojqxMed the motion of 
Mr. Whifbread for. the production o{ the copies of the 
, carre^KHidence between the two governments, and he 
and his frienda were highly censured for the altegatiosfl 
they had brought . against the government of Great 
Britain, regarding their eoaduct towards America, and 
QD- their strict adherence to the Orders inCouneil- 
"The British government," said they, "instead of h»V- 
it^ acted unjustly towards America, had the strongert 
case against that power, that one nation ever had against 
another; no benefit could result fiomapremature agita- 
tion, in the House of Commons, of the differences be- 
tween the tw» countries; but, 6a the contrary, the 
greatest iocouveoicmce and mischief might thus hs 
produced- Uffvemment had uniformly en)re3Eed but 
me sentiment ia regard to the dispute witii Americ*, 
and was sincerely desirous that a w^r with that county 
might be avoided, if that could be done without injury 
to the maritime rights <tf Great Britain, which nevex 
could be yielded to the pretensions of France. Ttas 
prosperity of America was not so essential to the weW 
fan <^ Greet Britain as many personsa^cted to imagine i 
all the predilections of America closely united ber to 
Fruice ; and partly from the influence of those feelings, 
patdyfrom more sordid motives, she insisted that Eng- 
laad ahould allow hei to tafee up the whole cwijing 
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trftde, nay, even the whole cotuting trade of bst 
enemieB. It ^as for America to decide the questioa of 
peace or wac; she had adopted a new systeia, and 
made new and unheard of pretentious, to which ebe 
kneivwell that Great Britain never would, nay, consistent 
with her honor, never could coucede. By moring for, 
pap^s, it mustbe inlendedto create a discusQion od' 
Uiei^ when granted ; yet any parliamentary discusgioQ 
witich coqld take [riace oa ^e Bubject, must neeesaarjly 
increase the imtatton on both sides. . The spirit of 
conciliatioSalwayaprofessedinthe diplom^c ooirespou- 
dence, between the two countries, had been most sincet« - 
on OUT side ; but the British govemmeut would never 
sbandou these maritime rights, which the country bad 
BO long maintained, uid Vhich were necessatytober 
greatness. The Marquis Wellesly bad acted wisely 
in declining to go into details as to the principles of the 
blockade which we were called upon to abandon- Tbe 
first letter of Mr. Pinkney, alluded to in the debate, 
bad been written for the purpose merely of asking Lord 
Wellesley some questions on this point ; but the Btiti^ 
government was determined not to ccufoui^ with tbe 
discussion OD the Orders in Council, this queetitm of 
blockade ; and therefore it was absurd to suppose that 
Kngiaud should stand ready to declare to France liow 
much of hpr rights she would surrender, in order to 
purchase for the Amaricans a revocation of tbe tycanni- 
cftl and obnoxious edicts of Buonaparte. As to the . 
letter of Mr. Pinkney, on the subject of the recall of 
TiSi, Jackson, which was said, with so much em^atBSMt 
not to have heea answered by Lord Wellesley, tbe 
.iniedcsn minister himself had, ui bis correspondenoe 
with his own government, stated that he had bad con>< 
ntunicatioas with Ixird Welkst&y <m tbe subject, ami 
repeated opportunities of personal intercourse ; and thtt 
he had been informed by his lordship, and had 9o 
doubt of the fact, that a minister would he seat oct to' 
America witho^ delay. If the letter bad not beea 
formally auswetcd, therclor?, the oauasioa was Wy 
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flnUnod^ uid Aeiofonnation desired by ftli. Pinkoey 
IumI been comnumeated to him in uiotiier munut- 
^e OstenribI? reuon of Mr. Pinkney, for denumdioR 
his paasport, wu that no minister had heeti sent to 
Amvrica ; yet he had been previously informed, that the 
deUy in sesding «ut a minister had been oecauoned 
wholly from the sitaatiou in which the govemmeDt fotmd 
itself for the two months preceding, in oonsequeace of 
Uu Majesty's illness. The Orders in Council did not 
onginate with the present government, the system having 
been actied upoo hy those who itowcomplainedBolondly 
cf it ; no one, in the proper exercise oi his reasoning 
faculties, could di^mte the justice of these Ordera in 
Council, who was not, at the same time, prepared to 
deny our right of ret^iating npon the enemy its own 
eflKesMs; & those who attribnled the cranmerdal distress- 
em of ^e country to the Orders in Council, must hav» 
fe^jotten that the continental system was of itself sul^ 
fic^it to account for the distress which had occurred.** 

" The laie repeal bv France of her decrees, was a 
mere |»etepce, nnce the principles of the system weie 
stiHpreserved witti vigour; for in a letter lately written 
by Tiireau the French minister to the American govern- 
ment, he declared: That it is to be clearly understood, 
that France would not consent to alter that, system of 

. esduHon adopted by all Bun^ against the commerce 
4f Great ^tain, die wisdom and policy of which sys- 
tem was already cleuly developed in its efiects against 
the OMKinon enemy ; that neutrality was entirely dis> 
regarded id eveir state over which France had aar 
iafloence ■ Such was.the language of France thiou^ 
her own minister, which openly declared that she had 
ami to each state in succession, I must take away ydvr 
liberty and independence in order to injure .Et^and i 
ubA could it he doubted, that Great Britun was thus 

. '«ndtled to call on neutral nations to assert and mai ntain 
their rights f The correspondence between tUsooun- 
tfj and America was sot finiJIy closed ;. and while a 
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hope leiBdiied, how fitint Merer, it ibmild be by all 
aoenn cberished, and nodiimg ihoald be dons wUeh-: 
BO^ifatiiieretoe-iEritadoti." The qaesdan of Ur Whiii 
^imd, loT tin pTodnetien of tbe con«Bpoiidenc«t nss 
thtn put tB vote nnd hegMived by mn OTerwlieb&- 
ing tB&jiHitf 1 

WliritTW mtgbt liave been the indHceme&tsheld oat 
by France to America, for purBninggtlch a line of emdaet . 
avehe did, does not here forts a matter «f dtBcussioti ; 
butcertain ilMits, Ihat the most monstrous and egntgions 
falsehoods and misstatements were invented, and iiKlu^ 
tfionsly and indefatigable propagated throughout the 
United States, oinnou sly intended to -niden the brea^ 
already existing between the govemrnent ot Ore«t 
Britainandthatcountry. Itwassajd, andthereWereeTen 
members of the American congress found who alluded 
tait in their speeches, that Great Britain had actually 
-demanded of theUnittd States to pass a law Mith«riziBg 
ttie introduction of the produce and manufactures of the 
firitish Islands into the ports of America ; and for com- 
pelling France to receive sueh goods as of Americatt 
Kxiuction. Mn Poster, in a communication' to Mr. 
mioe, denied this statement i» the most positive and 
unequivocal terms ; vai notwithstaiidiogl Mr. Monn^ in 
his answer to Mr- Foster (which, by the bve, was not 
Knt for more than a month afterwards,^ still haiped and 
li^ed of what be called " tbe novel and extraordinary 
daimof Great Britain, to trade In British articles wi^ 
faer enemy.** How wilfully gross was such a mis^tato 
ment, when made by the chief secretary of the govem- 
ma>t, and muting it to tbe extratndmary demand wt^ch 
(bat tonntry so often made upon Great Britain, that afas 
diould believe the vague declaratioob made by France, 
that die bad abfogated her Beiiin and Milan decrees, 
whea every *ct c€ Aat govenu&ent e^lidtly coDtnr 
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dbled. Ont dedAtdoD.* . Mr. Mvuoe, the JuaxAofH 
Bcretsrj t^ttate, wged k eomphint, thu ihipi' P9>cn 
of AjnencaweieoxmleWeited to a 1>^ eztafit ia Gnckt 
Bfeitainy ud in- k- way scaicelr c^»lile of drieetion. Mr^ 
FoAea^ is retani, reiy jusU; comfiluned of the gtwt 
ptrtUlity' the United States tad. ever sbowa t» FraooB 
«id faer oraunerce; that in all the diplomatic. inter- - 
ONuae of Animca> she anemn^y Ire|rt in view the 

'Bnt the eninay hu at kngth laid a»id« tR disilslblBtiaa ; 
be nowyaVUtif uid ^olenuilfdecIarM, notOnlvtiutthoMdecma 
■dll cODtiaae in force, but tlut tb«]F ihall be ri^dty executed 
nbtnGmtBritsiii BtratlccniitilrwithsdditionalconditioEifleqadlr 
anangant ; and he fnrther aUnovnce^ the pcoaltlei of thoae 
deeiMi:to be in force againit all nationa, wlueb shM aoAr tbeif 
flag to be, asitiitennedin tbienew code, "denatiottalliad." 

In addltian to tbe diurowal of the blncinde of Majr, IBOG, and 
61 the priikcipkB on which that blockade vaa established, and fai 
addition to the repeal of tfie Biitlih Orden in ConncII, hade- 
aattdi anadmlisionof Uiepriiic^A^thattbBnndsof anenemvc 
carried tmdeT a neutral 9»g, ihaU, be treated al neotr^ ; thnt 
nentral property uader the flag of ao enemy «hall he treated m 
Koatilei tiiat arms ind wsrliVe atom alone (xo the eiclnsloii of 
ifaip timber and other articlei of naral equipment,) ihallberai 
gaided as ooDtrabandoF war ; and that no port* aball be considered 
aa lawfdly blockaded, exop^ aucb as are inTetted aad heaiesed, 
in the presamptiun of <Iieir being taken [en prevention d^tre 
pr'a,] and into irliich a merchant' ship cannot entervithoul 

By tliete and other demands, the enemy in fact rcqntra, tW' 
Great Britain and oil drili eed nations sb^ reiioance, at bis hv- 

bitrary pleaaure, the ordinary and Indisputable rights of miritiuie 
war; that Graat Britain, in particulnr, akall forego the advanta^ 
gee of her nava) saperlority, and allow the commercial prnpertyr 
aaveUas the produce andmanofseturea, of France and lier ma- 
federates, to pasi the Ocean in security, whilst the subjacta of 
Great Britain are to he in effect proicribed from all comoeRwl 
iBtercoiirse- with otiier pattonsj end the produce and manu&e- . 
tnrea of these realms ars la be eielnded from erery connrjr in 
tbeworid to wbiA the anw tic tha influtnceof UMesemycan 

Extract from the Declaration ej the Or4ert of 
Omtidl, April 21, 1812. . 
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iuterests of that nation ; and even ouried her pattiality 
,E0 far as to allowFrench sbipe of war to enter and 
"dear frcan her ports, and permit them toexpose for sak, 
in the ports of the United States, prizes taken from 
British merchants .who had actually laded aqd cleared 
Irom thoseports at which they were sold- But to this 
complaint, so well founded as he knew it was, of such 
base national treachery, Mr. Monroe never found time 
to reply. Such was the conduct of America,' as a qeutral 
natipa — to allow the ships of war of one belligerent to 
take merchantmen, the property of the subjects of ano- 
ther beUigerbnt, at the very mouths of their faarhors, 
and tow them into their ports and sell as lawful pri^Sj 
and such was the manner in which the negotiation was 
carried on by the United States government, and on 
which Mr Whitbread and his friends in the House of 
CoiDmoqa, have been so lansh in their eulogiums. 
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CHAPTER VL 



dfr. W^tbread's Motion again intmdiieed into the Hovu 
of Peer» by the Marqvii of Lansdmcney and in the 
liiute of Commmu by Mr- Brougham — Outline of the 
Argttments in Faoor of that Motion as far at concerned 
.th§ Beldtiona between Great Britain and the Utdled 
Staiei. 

At the time when Mr. Whitbread moved to produce 
the conespondence between the two governments, seve- 
ral members betrayed a Htrtmg desire to unite that sub- 
ject with that of the Orders in Council, with a view to 
procure a decision agtdnat both measures, without a fair 
and candid discussion of the subjects. The time, lioW- 
ever, which had been so long anticipated, and by many 
ao ardently looked for, at length arrived, when this sub- 
ject of so vast importance was to be considered. It was 
introduced in the Mouse of Peers by the Marquis of 
^nsdowne, and in the House of Commons by Mr. 
Btougfaam. The motions iu both houses were &amed in 
exactly the aametemis, calling for a coamiittee to heap- 
pmnted to take into consideration the situation of the com- 
merce and manufactures of the country, with a particular 
reference tp the Orders in Council and the trade by 
shipping licence. As this subject was so intimately 
connected with the a£&irs of America, at diis timej it 
rfiall here have a due consideration. ': 

' Those who suj^rted the motion, contended that the 
commercial calamities of the kingdom had%ow risen to 
such a height, and the complaints uid clamor of' the 
maoufactuiere were so loud and genei^, that the legis- 
lature of the country was bound in duty to listen to 
those ccanplEunts, and to inquire into the cause and ex- 
istence of tiie evil,and the manner of providinga remedy 
to remove it ; that it was the duty and inteieri e( all 
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penons dmn^hout the community to proKcnte Ah 
eoqutrj , and to go hand in hand with Qte movers in ita 
HuppMl ; that even the cposciendoua dissentieDts to the 
present motion, with reference to the source and extent 
of the evils extstiag, must feel desirous of having the 
sentiments contained in the motion defended and estab^ 
tished . That all with whose approval the system of 
1806 mef, must certainly be desirous to know to what 
exteat it hod been maintained by that of 1807 ; that 
those persmis who did not, in the first instance, actoally 
disapMx>Te ofthenew system, but felt surprised «f its 
nnlooVed-for consequences, must feel solicitous tt> ascer- 
tun if there be not sufficient grounds for a chADge of 
ocH&ion ; that others who yet ' entertained a favourable 
idea of the general policy at present pursued, might con- 
ceire some doubt as to the ejrpediency of the manner in 
vriiicbitwas followed, and otiiers again who reprobated 
the new system froia its beginning, and were even 
preptued to shew their predictions verified, must feet a 
peculiar anxiety to avail themselves of an opportunity of 
unfolding the madness -and folly of government, and of 
repressing the calamities that threatened the whole 
kmgdom. That after a fair and impartiiJ inquiry had 
been instituted, and it were found that the evils of nrhidi 
the country so loudly complained were without a reme- 
dy, the pei^le would then be prepared to bear them 
with mMB fortitude- That it was of the utmost impoE- 
tance to know, since the Orders in Council had ever 
been represented as being of a retaliatory nature, what 
that systein was on which it was pretended tO retaliate. 
That the course of policy by which Fiance was actuated 
might be clearly traced to one of the great rooving prin- 
ciples ef the government of Buonaparte, namely, that of 
crushing the commerce ef its enemy, even though its 
Oiwn mercantile interests should become .&e ultimate 
sacrifice: to this point centered all the measures of that 
government. That the distresses prevailing among the 
Rtercaadle establishments throughout France, wiginating 
fxom this vety ■ourec, were represented by the peopk 
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oi eray commercial city and town in the empUe. But 
what was tlte reply of Buonaparte to these representa- 
tions } They were told that it was now too late in the 
d«y to Bpeak of commerce ; that France had now becoine 
a country of arms, and tiiat it was the'deure of the 
goiemment to see nothing but soldiers and. peasant; 
aiid in view of sup]Kirting this principle by means of 
theory, ' Talleyrand had published a book in which he 
strolled to exhibit the encoangemeut of anas and 
agriculture as the only sound and natural policy of the 
French nation, since the tune in which the storm of the 
Revolutioa had subsided. Now, under these peculiar 
circumstances, it was asked, did not tlie true poliey of 
Great Britain demahd of her to foster her own com- 
merce ; and ifa whatever 'part of the globe the very 
semblance of neutrality appeared, it was her interest to 
nurse and encourage it into existence ; but by the mea- 
sures of retaliation on her enemy 1*^ which she has bad 
rcroHise, she has risked the advantages of both, and has 
only-been inflicting a punishmenton an enemy, whi<^, 
under th<»e circumstances, he -was not capable of feel- 
ing. 

Tlie magnanimous and dignifled character «f the 
British nation rendered it a duty for her to have protected 
and fncouFaged a neutral nation, like America, in every 
branch of commerce ; separated as America was from 
her enemy by a widely extended ocean, which, to him, 
was impassable. That next to the evils resulting to our 
commerce from a war between Great Britain and Ameri- 
ca, would be those arising from a war between Amerioa 
and France ; the designs of the enemy would then be 
complete, for there is not a port on the continent frMn 
which British trade would not tlien be excluded. That 
the whole course of policy -which we had pursued, had 
hitl>erto been marked by an unwarrantable hostility to' 
neutral nations; andthere was butone language. spoken 
by all tlio meafiures we had yet adopted, namely, that 
they must either declare themselves oo the side of one 
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belligerent or the other.- Ttjdt' ever since the Britifili 
Ord«^ in Cotuicil had been issued,' tiie commerce of tV 
country had CTideotly been on the decline; the return* 
which were presented of the exports *ad imports of tbK 
year 1809, shew the amOunt of exports to the coati- 
nent of Europe to have fallen short of that of 180S, no; 
Ies3 than ten millions, and that to America not less tha:i 
fire mii!i<H:s, making on aggregate failure of that j'^ear 
of fifteen millions. But that In Af^l, 1809, a complete 
modification of the Orders in Cmwcil had taken place; 
the former sweeping system had h6ffa sttbfldtuted by » 
blockade of only a limited extent — Holland, the coast of 
Germany as far north as the Ems, and that part of 
Italy sitnated between Pisaro and Ch-bifello. Thus had 
' the old system been entirely abandoned, and the reta- 
liatory meuures- laid entirely aside. However, the . 
goveniB»Qt of France hod still hadTcconrsff in- means, 
lor severity, far surpassing any thing of the kind they 
bad yel adopted ; and so far were they Irom betrayinj;- 
any embarrassment from tile policy of Great Britoir., 
that diey had driven the anti-^etnmcTi^Eal system to it-i 
utmost extremity- That a lamentabls evidence was 
afbrded of the calamities pro^Iuied by the commercial 
raeMufes to which England had so tenaciously adhered, 
itr the melancholy and distressed statcof our commercial 
sad maaofacturiog towns and cities, and in the enormous 
jucrease o( Ae number of bankrupts In one town alone, 
[LiTerpool,] in tfas small space of four weeks, the poor 
had actually increased to four times their number. 
Tliese proofs of distress exhibit a fearful and appalling 
state of affairs, and cannot be met by referring to itui 
custom^oose books, whatever may be the accoonti 
given by these to the country ; in answer to statements 
rf this description, we have only to direct our attention 
to our jails overflowing with debtors, our poor-houses 
filled with mendicants, and moreover, to some of onr 
most populous and hitherto wealthiest conndes, where 
the dietrass had arisen to so appalUng a height as to have 
driven the pet^le to a state <rf open reboliion- That, 



Ob, Google 



62 ' BIBTOKT OP 

oatmtlutuidmgtbe falUcf of the ciutoiA-house acoonntB, 
■till they did not cxmceal the' lattentabl« truth of the 
decrease of the mercantile intewst of liie coontry ; tbaJ 
4hen the t^sports of 1811 were c<rtnpBred with those of 
the preceding year, io those accounts, avery great falling 
off was discovered ; nay, notwithstanding the year 180S 
had been the least pn^tioas of any year ever known in 
the country, yet the year 1811, in die amonnt of eipoita, 
bad actually sunk beneath even that That veir litde 
credit is to be placed in the accounts of the custom-noose ; 
as a proof of wluch we need only revert to the circum- 
fitanc«,that although (hey exhibited an increase of the 
amonntofesportsin 1809oyeithatof 1807, to the eooF- 

- mgus amount of twenty millions, yet it was atieTwaids 
^scovered that this great increase of exportation had 
been sent to markets where there was not the least dfr* 
mandlbrthegoods, and consequently the next year the 
mostpartof the goods exported were returned upon our 

. hands, and thereby, an additional value was occasioned to 
the imports, in proportion to the value sent bwk to us- 
Such proofs as these, staring us in tlie face, ought to 
admonish us how littje regard the custom-house hooks 
are entitled to, in proving tike existence of distiess with 
which the manufacturing and commercial iuterestof tha 
kiogdomhadbeen visited- That that system, pregnant 
with so many evils — the system of granting liceDses — had 
grown out of the unparsJteled state of our commercial 
affiurs; the numberof Ucenses granted in l&yi did not 
exceed 1,600, but by the year 1810 they had actually 
swelled to the number of 18,000. It was a fact that 
all remaining of Qte principle? of the Orders in Council 

■ were, by these licenses, c<Hiceded to the enemy ; and thni 
were we pursuing a trade, to a participation of 
which he was admitted, but from which neulial nalioBS 
were precluded, ualesf such as chose to avail themselves 
xii the licfinse system. That a more impolitic course 
could not be pursued by Great Britain than thus tA ffVB 
encouragement to the commerce of her enemf, and that 
■ too, at die expense of neutr^ natifws, sinea. the regnla* 
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tioiu laid down ibr the government of tbooe wting under 
the authority of sucli license, were shameliilif violated 
in every letter j diey were in fact secretly puisuing a 
traJEc with the enemy, and that in the very way of which 
he was mo§t deairoua, and to prevent which, there was 
no way whatever, except lining the whole coast of the 
enemy with BtitiBh ships of war, and by tfaismeans estab- 
lishing a real and not a nominal blockade. That the 
result of this license system liad been an enormous 
incre'ase of foreign ships in the ports of Great Britain, 
and establishing an extensive and well oi^;anized nur- 
eeiy of seamen to man the fleets of the enemy- That 
in Great Britain, the consequences arising from the sys~ 
tem of granting -licenses had been no less alarming;' 
that the controul of the commerce had passed entirety 
into the hands of the ereculiye government. ' But were 
this the <Hily danger to which dus system was subject, 
it would yet be comparatively harmless ; but it was 
aubiect to abuses of .a greater magnitude, and which 
spoke powerfully infavorof the present inquiry. Th&t 
prodigious errors had, in the issuing of them, been fre^ 
qnently committed ; that one class of individuals pos- 
sessed opportunities of information of which others were 
totally denied, and that it had become necessaiy for the 
members of the Board of Trade to hold correspondence 
with merchants which was calculated to unfold secrets 
which might be used for the most unworthy purposes 
That under this system it was at all times in the power 
of the enemy to ascertain the articles wc were desirous 
of exportiug, and what we might wish to have exported 
from th« continent j it wouldcerttunly then he afanlt of 
his own if he did not turn such information to his own 
ttdvautage, and reduce our commerce completely under 
his own GontTMil. 

( 
But the greatest evil to which this system was sub* 
ject, wasflkat which it produced on the moralsof the mer- " 
cantile branch of our commnnin ; they were allured into 
specuiatioDswhicbjCOmniencQd with forgery, are carried - 
E2 
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on by a course of perjury, and tenniBated in the most 
bare-faced frauds. That the very conditkHU (rf these 
licenses -were disgraceful to that govenuoent that issued 
them; diat be^des the ships' regularpapers, the licenses 
allowed the captains <rf ships to tidce on boei4 other 
Bets of papers which were forged frtan beginning to end, 
and when &e ships arrived at their destined porta, these 
forgeries had all to be confirmed by the most aotemn 
oa&s of tbe captain and all h^screw. In Bupportof all 
this, a letter i^ a very singular description was then 
referred to ; it was written by a person who had made 
a regular profession of the forgery of ships* papers; it 
read thus: " Gentlemen, we t^e tbe liberty herewidi 
to inform you, that we have established ourselves m thi» 
town, [Liverpoo]]fbr die sole purpose of makiogsimulated 
paper3,whicb we are enabled to do in a way that will give 
ample satisfaction to our employers, not cmly being in 
possession of the original documents of the ships' papers 
and clearances from the various ports, a list of which we 
annex, but Mr.G.B., having worked with his brother, Mr- 
J. B., in the same line, for the last two years, and under* 
staudingall the necessary languages. Of any changes that- 
may occur in different places on the continent,in the vari- 
ous custom-houses and other otSces,and which may render 
a change of signature necessary, we ue careful to have 
the earliest information, not only from our own connec- 
tions, but from Mr, J. B/whohasfffofferedhis assistance 
in every thing, and who has for some time made simula- 
ted papers for Messrs. B. andP. of this town, to whom 
we beg leave to refer yon for further information. We 
remain, &c-" Such were the degraded and misembly 
disgraceful eipedients to which this new system had 
driven the British merchants- It was not a sufficient 
leply to palliate the guilt attendant en such transactions 
to say, that had our merchants not committed those 
crimes, others would certainly have taken the advantage, 
and perpetrated them; Oiou{|^ the universe besidei 
should commit itself by such a shameful and unprinci- 
pled procedure, let not Oreat Kitain, the character of 
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«bose tnetchasts liad sJmtjrff in former yeftrs been pro- 
verbial for probity and honor, descend to this depth of 
shame and de^vdatioo. - 

A grefit deal was urged against the Orders is Council 
relating to the effects Uiej frere likely to have on 
American manufactures ; that they would tend to in- 
crease their gTowA in die New Eof^and States, till al 
length they would supercede the ^tish manufactures 
in ttie Soutib American maritets. That it was not de- 
n^jatory to the natiiwal character of England to ende»- 
Tor to condliate America; that they had not been 
ban^ty or violent in advancing their clsimt ; that it waa 
a natural expmtation, since they believed firmly in tbe 
repeal of the French decneea, that ibe repeal of our 
Orders in Counml shouU follonv; that in common com^ 
tesy to France, America was bound to believe what had 
been solemnly asserted by &e French government, 
that her decrees bad in truth and verity been repealed. 
Much clamor, and tl^at 'without tbe least foundation, had 
been raised for the security of our maritime rights ; hut 
no question had ever been made by America to those 
ri^tsio their fair and liberal iaterpretatioa. And final- 
ly, that it was a ungular feature in affair^ to hear the 
advocates of the Orders in Council opposing investiga* 
tion, who, had these orders been really servicable to 
ihecouDtry, had of all othersleast reason to fear inquiry 
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Tkt Diatrettei in (Ae Mataifactiinag and ctmmercial fn- 
teraU of Great Britain chargeabh to the Ordert in 
Council, completelif ditproved — The Dtftrtaiea in the 
mamtfaclvring Branches in England oaly iwpulabk to 
a Prapenaity of wtid Speatlatton mgendered amongst 
thote Classes, by the u^eraiiekd Protperity of the 
Britiih Trade in the yean 1809 andiaiO- 

In reply to the foregoing ai^umentB, it was said, that 
the distresses aUaded to in the manufactaring and com- 
merdsl interest, had not arisen fnunany eflectof the 
Orders in Council ; that fliese dis^sses were not gene- 
ral ; and ibe papers on the table, so far were they from 
anpporting these assertions, tiiat they actually contra- 
dicted them. That the view was the most ridiculous 
and absurd imaginable, which had b«en taken of the 
state of commerce ; that Qie very year in which the 
Orders in Council had been enforced, which occurred 
in 1807, the amount of exports was about thirty-four 
millions and a half, and in the year following it was 
about the same, hut in 1809 it rose to upwards of iifly 
millions; inlSlOitfell to about forty-six millions, lea- 
ving an immense increase since the year 1807, the year 
in which the Orders in Council were first issued- How 
ridieulouB and unfounded were the reports which those 
supporting the motion for inquiry had so laboriously 
circulated; that milhous of firitisE property had been 
confiscated by Buonaparte ; and even were they admit- 
ted as truth, had not the least relation with the subject 
of the Orders in Coondl. That the American non- 
intercourse law and the other measures adopted by that 
government, instead of impeding the commerce of Great 
Britain, had laid open to our merchants a direct trade 
with the Spanish and Portuguese colonies, and had thus 
proved of infinite benefit to the commerce of thiscouik- 
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try- That hi otder to dispel that deluskm whicb ceiHoB 
persons have beeB so studious in imposing on the coun- 
try, it ia only necessary to present a fair account of thtt 
exports to America and the West Indies, during ths 
years from 1607 down to the present tinie. Tn 1807 
di£ ralue of exports amounted to nearly fifteen millions; 
in !80S, notwithstanding that our trade to the United 
States was parti^y pi^ibited, it amounted to nearly 
sister millMns ; in 1809, the year in which the non- 
istercour&e law was acted upon,it amounted to npwuda 
of nineteen millions; and in 1810, the law of non- 
intercourse being still in existence , our exports to America, 
inclading the West Indies was oeaily twentr millicHia 
and a hdf in value. It would appear, then, tnat ia the 
years between 1807 and 1810, the enormous increase of 
nearly sis millions of pounds sterling had taken {dace in 
the export trade of this country to. America alone. That 
the account given of the injury sustained by Britidi 
shipping, from the etTects of the Orders in Council, had 
been most wilfully and wantonly exonerated and mis- 
represented; but-vrfiich, by a reference to facts, could 
be very easily contradicted and disproved- In the year 
1807, the whi^e British Bhipping actually emplo)-ed 
amounted to 311,000 tons; in 1808, 436,000 tons; in 
1809, 539,008; and in ISIO, 609,000 tons; so 
that in the years between 1807 and 1810 an increase of 
298,000 tons hAd actoBlly taken ^ace. The number of 
•eamen employed in that shipping also increased ^m 
88,000 to 102,000 ; and notwithstanding the fact, that 
foreign shipping also increased, yet let it be borne in 
mind, that this foreign shipping, in the circumstances «f 
the world, had contributed lately to the prosperi^ of 
Britisb commerce. 

A complaint has been urged by some, that to tbs 
foreign shipping of the owtinent a partiality had been 
discoverable, over those of America, to such we wouM 
reply, that Great Britain never made aiqr so^ £Bliac>- 
tk» ; and if the American did not paitiei|»te in tha 
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tnde litely carried on, they had none' but themselves to 
bliuae- That fnnn an immediate intercourse with flie 
Spanish and Portuguese colonies la South America, 
. Great Britain derived a very great advantage; that the 
advantages of cotomerce, and the objects for which Ibi 
navigation act Was principally intended, were thus 
equally promoted' It the British Orders in Council had 
never been issued, France would have remained lutiii' 
teiTU}4edly in the peaceable enjoymeot of a trade widi 
the whole world, and thus been emMcd to supply het- 
self with the', raw materials of her msnufactmeB, wi 
object for which she was particularly nnxiouB, and lo 
which her whole efforts were unceasingly directed. 

It might bs enquired, froibwTiat cause did the Orders 
in Council originalc ? l'''rance issued a decree that 
there should be do farther trade to England ; the natural 
answer of EngloDd was, tbat-notl^g should be exported 
from France but as she permitted4 and-by hferuaaritime 
superiority she had the po^vcr of enforcing her maodale- 
Sbe, too, possessed a right of appri«ng neutrals, that if 
they countenanced restrictive edicts of one belligerent, 
ioiniical to aH cotnoisrcial interests, they must. like tvise 
submit to regulatioas which she should diotate'in defence 
of those interests. That the government of great Britain 
had ever cultivated a friendly disposition towards Ameri- 
ca, while on; the contrary that c^ France bad heea 
(^tremely hostile. ,C>neyery^ t^portunity which pre- 
sented itself, had Franee seized aud destroyed the 
property of Americwi' citizens. Tbat the government 
o*" France had evinced many proofs of its insincerity in 
iti regulatiims with America, .and more particularly in 
the repeal of its decrees ; and even, iu the courts of ad- 
miralty in E'lglanJ had those marks of insiucerity on the 
part of France mahil^sted tbeihi^lves. That many 
persouswho'suj^rt the motion, either from ignorance' 
df the fact, or utentioBally to serve some purpose or 
other, bad drawn a line of distinction between sequel 
(ration and condemnation, while with the French 
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goremmeDt the difference existed only^ in name, but in 
effe<:t t^^yare one and the seme thing; and by the easy 
lenn of se<]iieslTBtion had France condemned much 
property of citizens of the United States. That not- 
withstanding the great length which some had allowed 
tJiemselves to be carried on the subject of perjury, as 
connected with tlie Orders in Council and license trade, 
Olid tlie feeling manner in which the immorality attend- 
ant on such a traffic had been depicted, jet let it be 
temembered that the system of perjury had been in ex- 
istence long before tlie Orders in Council or license 
traffic had been known in the kingdom. That at Emb- 
den a house was established for no othrr purpose whatever 
but to practise frauds of that description, for which a 
regular commission of two per cent was charged, and 
allowed; and^even though tiie license trade end Orders 
in Council were abolished, the country wonid have to 
return once more to the system of neutralization which 
was mainly supported by tjrunny, in the mode by which 
it was pursued- Slany schemes Kbtc been called into 
eontribbtioi)»with a view to impress on the minds of the 
people, that their distresses were wholly imputable to 
the Orders in Council ; it is true, that subject was most 
learnedly discussed on, but the picture was most extrava- 
gant, and only existed in the minds of those by whom 
it WW propagated, if indeed it had even an exist- 
encethere. That the exportations from thi 3 country in 
the year 1809 had been returned on our hands, or any 
part of them, was an assertion founded on some gross 
error; the very goods of that year's exporfaiion found a 
. ready and profitable maVket, which market remained 
open to us until the spring of ISIO. Withthe declara- 
tion of- the French government staring us in the face, 
that norepi-alof the commercial decrees of tliat country 
could take place, until Great Britain should, in the first 
in&tance, abandon her right of blockade, how childish it 
were to talk of the actual repeal of those decrees ; under 
thU delusion, tno, America has been loud in her claims 
upon Great Britain to rescind so much of her commercial 
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regolations, <^ 1807, as would leave the commerce of 
Oat couDtiy perfectly free. But let it be first PBqniied 
where sucb a measure would end ; were England tn 
tepeal her Orders in Council and abandon the license 
trade, a trade would at once be opened by which Ajnerica 
would be enabled without interruption to cwrj the 
produce and mumfscturea of Pruice and her dependen- 
aes to every port in the world; while England would 
lie entirely snut out from that trade which her enemies 
were only enjoying by her permission. That no doubt 
can exist in the mind of any person in the n'orld, who 
will take ptuns to consult the evidence we have on the 
nibject, that the commercial jrestrictions adopted by the 
French go?emmmt, although they, in some mearare, 
aflecled this country, inflicted a severe wound on their 
trade and resources ; that since the Orders in Council 
were issued in 1807, the commerce of France had 
cKperienced a severe falling off, as appeared evident 
from the sffairs of hsr . nati^al bitnk, and the tranaac* 
lioiis in her money market ; and in like propoaion haa 
her revenue failed smoe that period- « 

It *«& said that an^^Mnntmentof a c<Hnnuttee of tbd 
House of Commons, for the purpose of considering the 
measure now before them, could answer no gctod eitd, 
^Ihout Uiat conunittee, by an interference with the 
affursof AmericH, should controul the deiiberalioBS of 
the cabinet, a proposal not at all likely to find support 
in this house. At the deliberatiims of such a committee, 
persons of conflicting inteiests were to be examined; 
tome from whose connection with fh^ trade of America 
have naturally imbibed certain prejudices in its favor; 
others again who stand coimected solely with the trade 
to the contineut of Europe, and whose pn^jutUccs mnst 
thert^fore stand opposed to those of the first class ; under 
•uch a state of things, it would be impossible for a com- 
mittee to arrive at any conclusion. On the whole, it 
would be an act both mean and despicable to.amuHHiee 
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B the 'world, that a que§tion in which was inrolred so 
much inporUnce to the nation, should be decided on 
the narrow and sordid principle of profit and loss. 

But there is yet a quarter to which we may look, aa 
having produced many of the evils which may have 
afflicted our commercial and manufacturing interests, 
viz. the unexampled prosperity of British trade in the 
yeara 1809 and 1810, which had begotten such a spirit 
of irild speculation amongst our merchants and mauu- 
fiuturers , that in the event of the least stagnation, in 
connection with the French decrees, codld not fail of 
drawing in its tnun all the evils alluded to. Under 
such circumstances, is this house to set their seal to a 
prejudice imbibed by the manufacturers, and no doubt 
originating from corrupt motives, that all the distresses 
irbjcb befel them hare grown out of the had policy oi 
their own government. That not the least connection 
exists between the Orders in Council and the license 
trade ; that the property of British subjects has ifo other 
means of admission into the conliaent of Europe, only 
rmder cover of neutrality ; and in order to pursue ■ 
trade between enemies, it is necessary to grant neutral 
licenses, that a treasonable and unlawful intercourse may 
be prevented, and that neutrals may not be gubjeieted to 
British seizure. That there is no available means, un- 
der the existing circumstances of Europe, by which 
£ngl&ad conld have carried on a trade with the Euro- 
pean continent, entirely pure and irreproachable; but to 
say that in consequence of the frauds practised on that 
trade, it ought to be entirely abandoned, betrays a vile 
hypocrisy- But admitting, for argument's sake, that a 
repeal of the Orders in Council had taken place, and 
that Americans, without interruption, had been permit- 
ted to carry the sugars of tlie Island of Cuba into 
France, and in return to carry back to South America 
the manufactures of Germany, while the French de- 
crees were etiU in full operation upon the trade of Gre«t 
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BritBio, there woold yet hare beeo {fii was remaiJud.cM' 
the present system,^ " forgery in the origin, and pe^o- 
17 and fraud in tin! conclusion <^ the trausactioDS." 

Il was ridiculous lo imi^ne from the policy of Buona- 
parte , that be was inimical to a]l trade ;1i&undoubtedly was 
to British commerce, but as reguded that qf his own, he 
:teenied lo hare its interest very much at heart. That 
the government of the United States had coalesced with 
liim not only in requiriag the repeal of the Orders ia 
^uncU, but also an entire abandonment of the system <^ 
blockade practised by Great Britain; it was Uierefofe 
idle to thinli, that a repeed of the Orders in Coiit^cil was 
sufficient to conciliate America. The principles upon 
xvliich tbe^ orders Were founded were entirely retalia- 
tary, and aa such were they described by Mr. Canning ; 
it had however been deemed expedient on the part of 
(treat Britain to mitigate them in favor of neutral nations 
which fully evinced the desire of the British government 
to confine the. evil wholly to the enemy. The injury 
sustained by die neutral through the operations of the 
Orders in Council, where the principle of retaliation was 
closely adhered to, was merely jncidental, and which 
could not be avoided and therefore became^^n the ade 
of thef^vemment of Great Britain, a matterof deep re- 
gret ; but on whom had been forced tiie measures from 
which it resulted . 

Persons who rMsed sucb strong objectioiis to the prin- 
ciples of retaliation with an cuemy, would have done 
well to have borne in mind that no other method is at- 
ainablc, by which to enforce obedience to the law of 
nations Let a considerable power once presume to 
hold in contempt every principle of honor which the 
civilized nations of the world have hitherto held sacredj 
and to set at open defiance all law, by which nations have 
as yet suffered themselves to be governed, and lo pro- 
secute a war in violation of all this, how is it to be arrest- 
4>d in its mad career but by recnrring to measures of 
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ictaluticn ? A relnark bad been made, that, shindd 
Great BrituD retaliate, it ought to be in Uiftt matmer in 
which the eoemy had inflicted the injuiyonher; bow 
wild and eitntragant would be such a mode of proceed- 
ing. If it were the choice of the enemy to violate the 
law of nations, in a case where his own risk waa Dothing, 
Las he hid nothing to lose, at the same time we had 
CTery thing at stake,) will it be once pretended that we 
were~bound to chastise him in a way in which he would 
not feePthe consequences of his madness and folly P 
Tke very objectfbr which the Orders in Council wew; 
issues was never intended to'destroy the commerce of 
the continent of Europe, but to compel the continentto 
trade with Great Britain, and to ensure to Ote&t Brlttdn 
altme so excluBiTeri^t to' tLit trade. 



f^iBt a mode of leastraing was that which imputed to 
(be Orders in Council all die embarrassments which 
hare recently overtakes the cominercaal interests of tlie 
nountry, when it was incoatestibly proved that fortwo or 
threeyeaiB after these orders had b^ea issued, an feffect 
diametrically opposite to this had-" been the result, and 
when the commercial difficulties'' bad evidently been 
traced toOMsesvery diS^ren't*' 

In reply to those wbo' cbmplained of the iminoral tern 
Aency a( &e system of grauttng licenses, as exhibited in 
fte tonn of tl^ licenses themselves, it was observed 
4iat the veir clause which hod undergone such a severe 
censnre hod been framed by the previoat administration, 
and that the present mini^tera in their offices found them 
fSepaxed and digested by those vejy persons wbo now 
a&cted to be so much scandalized by tiie discorery. It 
was sorely a childish idea to imagine for a moment, that 
(he commercial interests of France felt no effect from 
the British Orders in Council ; the impoverished state of 
her custom was a sufficient proof against such an opinion ; 
if it were not, look to the tenor of en address from her 
senate tn Buonaparte, where it was confessed that oo 
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kmger did the jieoide of Fmnce enjoy b commeree, 
except what their canals Afforded them; while it wof 
tully and unequivocally admitted, that, in every respect, 
they labwed under the most unparalleled wmmeTcial 
wiDarrassmcnts- 

lliat under no principle of reaaoning was Great Britain 
' under an obligation to suffer an arrogant power like 
France to prescribe laws to neutral nations, without 
making an efibrt to induce those neutrals to assert tbeii 
rights ; from which is plainly observable that the lead- 
ing object of the famous Orders in Council, was, not 
only the chastiseineiit of France for her insolis, but to 
incite America to disentangle. herself from a connection 
into which, in an evil hoar, she had unhappily suffered 
herself to be involved, and to resume that situation of 
rank and independence which she had once held among 
the nations of the world. 

Snch are the outlines of those celebrated debates on 
the causes which led to the war with the United States, 
in both houses of pariiament; the result of which was, 
that the motion introduced into the House of Lwd^, by 
the Marquis c^ LansdoWne, and thai into ^ House <» 
Commons, by Mr. BroOgham, were negatived by a large 
maJNi^. 



D5-,.-.ii„Goog[c 



TRE^LATE ffAK. 



CHAPTER Vin. 

The Vmted Statea OoBemment appears, /or a t'lmf, mart 
smicabU towards Onat Britaifi — Suspiciong, on the 
Part o/ the British Gottenonenty at regarded Ihote 
PfetetaioM — Seasons for those Sas^cions — Exlntea- 
gant Demand of Buonaparte^ 

Tbe American )p>ven»Qeiif Wemed, for a time, to 
exhibit a more amicable disporition towards Great Brit- 
Bio, partly, no doubt, in consequAnce' of the incieasing 
acts of plunder and piracy perpetrated by tlie French on 
their merchant veBseia, under the favorite title of seques- 
tration; and partly in ccHiseqnence of the recent 
^■coverrai maae of Uw impoverished state of the public 
finances.* Yet tiiere was stiU much reason to doubt 
the anceri^ of thmr proposals of padficatioii, but Aat 

*Tb* United States rerenne it derived Avm two Kiareea i tlw 
duties on importMion, and the uJe of public land*. The duUe* 
on importation, it vai admitted, vould be diminiahed by a irar 
*1th Gi^t Britain; but, eren onder sach ■ deficit, thn wen 
cMiniated' at tlx millioni of dollara, while the aale of pnblic Undi 
vonld prodDce abare half a million more. A deficiency, to the 
^^CDt ol two mllliODi and a half in the general revenue, vontd 
Ilias ariaa ^ and to meet thia, it was propcaed that an additfiui pf 
Upereentihould be made to the dntiea now in eiittence. Snch 
WW Ae Male oP Ihe Amerioan lerenoe, with a view eren to (Im 
(eaeaeatabliahiiifciit|- and itwai the principle of the govenmwot 
of that osUoo, that Ibe iltcreaaed eipenditure, occasioned b; war, 
■hfllDld be provided for b; loans* 

In the' eretat of any farther' defleiency, tba dntlea oa salt wew 
1o beicstored, ands MkctioAof "extunal tazea," aa tl>e; were 
- " ' — .... I. id that there would 



he ao diflealty in raiaiOg tbe permanent revenue of the United 
Statea to nine miSiODB of dollan per annuDi. The difBcnlt; of 
laiting tbe loam at home was, bowever, foreseen i nor did any 
ohance of findine them abroad prcKnt itself ; .and the Ameri- 
•an mlniUer o( finance was aware that an interest far above that 

F2 
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it was merely an illusion to gain time for prepariDg mea- 
sures for prosecuting a war with effect. It must be 
acknowledged that at the time there esisted strong 
grounds for suspicion that the latter reason predomi- 
nated; for while the United States government offered 
for ^consideration, to the ministers of Great Britain, 
under other modifications, the treaty wliich had been 
ixmcluded by the plenipotentiaiies of the two govern- 
ments, in 1806, but refused to be ratified by Mr.Jefferson, 
that government was at the same time negotiating a loan 
of eleven millions of dollars for the se rvices of the cur- 
rent year, with which to cany on the war- The 
circumstance, that the American government was fully 
aware that if the British government assented to thattresr 
ty in its present form, and at that period, she would have 
surrendered every pretension she then held forth, taken in 
connectiim with that of their treating for a loan for the 
use of the pubhc service, waa a full betrayal of the 
motives by which they were actuated. These grounds 
of suspicion were the more strengthened by bills which 
were introduced about the same time into the American 
legisTature, estimating the loans of 1813 and '14 at 
eighteen millions of dollars for each year; and notwith- 
standing a strong opposition was made to such a measure, 
a measure which menaced the United States mth an 
overwhelming debt, and of course an intolerable taxadcm 
for an indefinite lengtii of time, yet so intent were they 
on war that it received the sanction of that body. 

It was only a shcwt time subsequent to the passing of 
the above estimates, that a bill of a very uncommon 
nature passed the legislature c^ that country- The bill 
in question provided, that any foreigner guilty of im- 
pressing American citizens on board of a foreign ship, 
dtould, when atrested, be tried and, if convicted, soflei 



allowed bf Ihw would be aeeeaatxj to secure s reffulir supply of 
mooe]', that tbe pulilic serriee, in the ereni of war, might not be 
impeded. 
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dnth as a pinte. Now, the intentioa of this, as well 
as of maDy other bills which at that time received tht; 
sanction of the i^Blatuie of America, couU not be mis- 
apprehended ; in defiance of all their afiectation towards 
B pacific disposition, tiie spirit which rankled io the 
biwom of that government was clearly evident ;' and 
every efibrt made by the British government to avert 
the impending hostilitieB, only seemed to widen tbe 
breach between tbe two countries. 

However, it immedtotely became evident to Great 
BrLtain, from the course puraued by the French govern- 
ment abonl this time, that it was necessary she should 
make a full and positive declaration of the prindplea 
by which she should be governed, as regarded the new 
state of commercial hostilities into which the trade of 
die whole worid had been drawn- 

The French minister of foreign aSairs, on the 10th of 
March, introduced into &e conservative senate, an offi- 
cial report by which all doubt was hencefortii removed, 
as regarded the manner in which tbe fuler of France 
was determined to persist in the prosecution of his wild 
•ad extravagant principles. He government c^ Great 
Britain, after this, lost no time in issuing a declaration, 
stating, that the novel and extraordinary principles to 
which the French government had recourse, had called 
for measures of retaliation on the part of England. His 
Majesty had always been desirous to exercise his un- 
doubted right with as little injury asposeible to neutmis, 
and had at all times professed his readiness to revoke the 
Orders in Council, so soon as the decrees of die enemy 
were fairly repealed, and the commeree of neutral 
nations restored to its accustomed course. The state of 
£urope, inthe year 1809, had enid>led His Majesty to 
reduce these henificent views to practice, and to connnie 
the retaliatory measures to France and the countries on 
wbich the French yoke had been most strictly imposed} 
and His Majes^ baa readily avaikd himself of so favor- 
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^l6 an (^>portaaity for abridging the mittries of #ar. 
The government (H the United Stales had still remained 
dissatisfied': it had been pretended br that goremment 
that the-Freach dscrees were raToked, although am|de 
pnwfs of their existence at a recent period had been 
Dpoli^t fonrard' The enemy had now, however, laid 
aside all disfflmnlation, and had declared that the ships 
o£ every powo' which refused to acknowledge his ptiOr- 
cipies, were (,tO' use. the language of his own cCKlcr) 
denadonalized. Id addition to the disavowal c^ tt^ 
Uockade of 1806, andthe repe<d of the Orders in CooB- 
dly he demanded the adodsmoa i^ the prinripEB, 
tint fi«e ships Aovldmake free- goods; that neMnl 
mopert;^, in toe faawlB of enemieB s^uld be treated as 
no^ile'; that arms- aacl> wariike stores' alone, to the 
exclusioD: of ship-timber ai^d other artides of naval 
equipment, shoold be regarded as" contr^Mod-of war; 
md that no ports should be considered as lawfuUv^ 
blockaded, except such as- Were invested and besieged, 
jn the presumption of their being taken, and into which 
no aterchant ship eoold enter with safety. 

The enemy tbus demattded that the established law 
of natians should beeveithnnnt,that Oreet Britain should 
fijiego the advantages id her naval superiority, and that 
ber commMee shoold be excluded from every country 
of tbs wwld, to which &0 influence of France might ex^ 
tend. A<^ngoathiapiuid|4e,the enemy did not he»- 
tate to incorporate, wift his own dominioDS, all states 
irtucfa revised to sacrifice their national honor at his 
oommand. The provisions of the treaty of Utrecht, 
which weitf fi3unded onaveluutaiy compact, were refer- 
red to as evid^tce of p^dples. which were to be 
established bv force ; and thus had France departed from 
die very conditiohB on whidi die pretended repeid of her 
decrees had been accepted by America. It had there- 
fore become the du^ of America to relax the measures 
of severi^, whidi, by misconception she had adopted 
. towards Oreat Britain ; and as a proof of the desire t» the 
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Britiah goTcnitMit to fulfil Its engagementa, h wu 
declared that so soon as the Berlin and Milan de- 
oees ^onld be actually and onomditionally revoked, 
title British Orders in Council should be consi- 
dered, without any farther declaration, as at an end; 
reeerving, at the same time, to His Majesty, the most 
ample powers to re-«8tablish any measures of this kind, 
■hould it afterwards appear dial the repeal by the eneiity 
had heea iUusoty- 
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'FheEffect pi^itced v^OKlhe public Mnd in Cdnaequetux 
of tht preceding Decloraium — iwd Stanhy movet, in 
the House of Cotamani, for a O»i«iileralion of the 
Petituma then olt the table, respecting the Distresse^^ 
A Diacotery of Henry't meteaded secret Mitrion to 
Botton made to Congress tn a Message from the Presi- 
dent — That Subject undergoes apartiai InoesHgatioii. 

NoTWiTHsTikinniio such a display of roagnaninu^ 
«nd justice OA the put of Great BrituD, as was ezhi- 
btted-in the; foregoing declaration, erea in England, it 
WBs lociked upoti, by those hostile to the Orders in 
Council, in no other ligfit than aa an official answer to 
the petitiws dien before piuKament, compteuniugof the 
disastrous effect which had'been produced by the opera- 
tion of Atese orders. In pursnance of such a ai^pposition. 
Lord Stanley availed himself of the earliest opportunity, 
after the pnunidgatim of thi^dficlaratian cm Qie pait of 
His Majesty's government, to intrbduce into tha House 
of Commons, a mofion that the hou^ should resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole, i^ order to take 
those petidoQS into- coiteideraticHi' This motion was 
sustained by argumcuti'diSering but little in tenor 
liom those adduoed«ti a former Oiicasion, the substance 
of which is costuHed in the jffeceding chspttrs, except 
in a very few insttoces. As regarded' the declaration 
itself^ it was muntMned tbat the measuTOB of the French 
government were neither- new nOr eztraordiuan bn 
bad, in principle, been adopted, although with'less 
ngQr, by the British government, in the years 1739 and 
1758 ; and were actually sut^, as all independent states 
had a ri^t to BorBue. The measures of the French 
government had proved^ wholly impotent, till they were 
siqiported by the retaliatory system to which the British 
gifvemmeat had recourse. The petitioas on the t^le 
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eosearred in attribiiting the distresses of the country to 
the Orders in Council; yet the declaration. lately issued 
had announced the detennination of government to ad- 
here to its j)rjnciples, regardless of the general cakmity 
which jirevailed in every di^rict of the country. This 
resolution reduced the meBsurea of *the British govern- 
ment, and the prosperity of firitish commerce, to a 
dependence on the will of the enemy ; and although it 
had become impossible to obtain employment for the 
tower orders, and the price of provision was rapidly 
advauciBg, there seemed to be iM)pro^»ect ofredress,- 

Mr. Ro)e, ia. reply io &ua view of ^e £ubject, said, 
"that if British goods were found on board of an Ameri- 
can ship trading between America ai)d Chipa, by the 
Berlin Decree, they must be forfeited ; and that it was 
absurd, therefore to talk of the decree as a mere munici- 
pal regidatidn. Although the Berlin Decree had been in 
agreatjneasure inoperative until the peace of Tilsit, 
because the enemy had not till that period tbe mesiu 
of enforcing it, yet immediately afterwards, the French 
had marehed their troops into all parl£ of ^e continent, 
f<H tbe purpose of carrying their system into eS&ci ; and 
the consequences had been immediately felt in the ex- 
trtsme depression of the commerce of this country. In 
the event of a rM>eal of tbe Orders in Council, in the 
existing state of Europe, the ports of France would then 
be open to American commerce, and by which means 
the enemy would be easily supplied with the raw maten 
riab, uid thereby enabled to manufacture tbem and 
compete with Gnglaitd directly in the market of South 
Amoica, andin every other place to which her precarious 
trade might extend- The falling off in the direct tnwte 
of this country to America had been in a great measure 
compensated by the increase of onr exports to other 
countries, to which tbe same coimnodities iiad formerly 
been earned in American ships. Of the exports of 
America, amounting annually lo forty-five miUions of 
dollHs, thirty-eight of which went to Great Britain and 
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ber allies, and only tvo millions to France tnd her Ot- 
{lendeDcies, whose friendship the govenunentof America 
seemed so ansious to cultivate. Bat there was no nece»- 
i% for 8 protracted debate ; the distresses of the connfiT 
were unquestionBbly great ; the people seemed to looK 
to the Orders io Council as a source of relief; and in 
■Qch circumstances the ministera did not think of resist- 
itig inquiry, but gave their consent to the motion for 
iq>pointiDg a comi^tlce.*' 

Avery extraordinary occurrence transpired aboutthis 
crisis. It was c(»iunumcated to the congress of the 
United States, in a message from the president, that, 
** While the United States were at peace with Great 
Britain, a secret agent of the British government had 
been employed in certain states, more especially at the 
-■eat of government of Massachusetts, in fomenting dis-, 
afiectiou to the constituted authoritiesd' the county, for 
the purpose of seducing the southern part of the. Union 
intoapol^cal connection with Great Britain." 

In delivering the message to Congress, containing tbil 
darge against the British government, the preddent 
accompanied it vrith certain papers purportmg to be 
communications between a person of the name of 
Henry, the secret agent alluded to, and certain officers 
of His Majesty's government. Henry, in his commn- 
nication to Mr. Munroe, the United States secretary, on 
the subject, pretended to have been employed by officers 
oC the highest authority under the British govern- 
ment, and under the sanction of the British cabinet, for 
the express purposes stated in the president's message; 
and inconsequence of the refusal of the Britishgovem- 
meat toallowhimarewardcommcnsuratewith the nature 
of the services on which he said he had been employed, 
.lift expressed the strongest feelings of disappointment and 
cd" revenge toward tiie government, by whose servants 
lie pretended to have been employed- The first of 
He(iry!a papers alluded to, purported to he a lettet 
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ifrom die private secretary of Sir James Craig, then 
Eovemcff in cliief of Canada, &c., from IQuebec, dated, 
Jttuuaiy, 1809, enquiring Tvhether he [Henry] would 
engage in a secret embassy to Boston. Tne second 
purported to be the instructions of Sir James Craig to 
Henry, directing himto form an acquaintance with some 
of &e leading Fideraliats in thesouthem states, to ascet 
taiu what they conceived of a separation froiii the Union , 
tnd how, in such an event, they would be disposed to 
avail diemselveEt of the aid of ue Bdtish government 
to promote their views. The nest of diese papen 
Koduced, vras a memorial to Lord Liverpool, in whidi 
Heniy expatiated- largely (m the important servicet 
which he said he had rendered to Great Britain, white 
on his missioh te the United States ; that through the 
influence ahme which he had exercised over the gover- 
nor and legislative assembUes of Connecticut and Mis- 
SBclntsetts, the public sets of those bodies had greatly 
repressed the hostile disposition of the United States 
government against Great Britain. The envelope en- 
cloring this memorial was a letter ta Mr. Feel, from 
Henry, claiming alarge reward for the services perform- 
ed on fais mis^on. The next in succession was a letter 
fmai Mr. Peel, purporting to be written at the request 
of Lord Liveipooi, stating that, as the opinion of Sir 
James Craig, respecitng the merits and services alluded 
-to in the 'memorial, lud not been received, and as no 
wish had been expressed by Sir James that the claim 
should be preferred to this country, it has been deter- 
mined to transmit tiie memorial to Sir James Craig's 
racceasor in the government of North America. There 
were other papers of the correspondence, but the slight 
importance of which do not enhtle them to notice. 

No socmer^did the news of this arrive in England, than 
a motiqn was brought forward in the House of Peers, 
by Lord Holland, that -copies of the whole correspon- 
dence connected with die pretended mission of Henry 
ahould be Iwd on the table of that house. " The gromida 
G 
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.nptrn which dti* notion was founded," nid Lord Hoi 
luid, "were obvioua: & serious charge, affecting ths 
bonoT of Great Biitain, had been made by the United 
States govenunent, and it was proper to have it investi 
gated. TheBritishminiatenhadbeencharged,notmere- 
ly with employing Henry to procure and communicate 
intelligence on subjects which might be lawfully inquired 
into, but to induce some of the states of the Union IP 
caflt off their allegiaiice to their lawful government 
What would have been the public feeling in England, 
or the conduct of the government, if, while Andreossi 
were here diuing the peace of Amiens, he had been 
detected canying on a secret intercourse with the mnl- 
c<nttents of Ireland. Who would have hesitated, if 
■uch an event had occurred, to have advised immediate 
hoetilities, unless a satisfactory explanation bad been 
immediately offered? And what bounds should we 
set to'oiir resentment against those who bad daigd to 
insult the honor, and to intrigue i^nst the peace of 
the country. It could afibrd no matter <rf' defence fo^ 
the conduct of Sir James Craig, or of the government, 
(,if indeed the government had. been accessary to these 
proceedings,) that the American government had ueen 
mtdiing preparations to invade Canada ; for although such 
s state of tilings wormnted Sir James in taking all pro* 
per means for defence, andiodoing every thing to secure 
the most correct infonnaticui, yet it by no means entitled 
him to attempt the seduction rf tile American people 
froin riieir allegiance." 

Lofd Liverpool's reply to the foregoing was a full and 
coinplete defence of the British Cabinet from the acco 
suions which had been thus so unbecomingly preferred 
against fliem by the goTemment of the United States- 
lu tiie course of his Lordship's spcerft he went on to 
•(ate, that the employment of Henry, by Sir James 
Cndg, had not been authorised by ■govemmeht ; nor 
was it eien kuowo at home that such n person was 
employed, till many months after the tmnmctions wera 
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coneladcd. h was necesswy, howeTM, to attend to the 
■itaation in which Canada was at that time placed, 
with respect to the govemmcut of the United Statet- 
In consequence of the embargo act, great heat and 
clamor prevailed in America at that time; Uiat countrf 
B.i3umed a very ^varhke and menaciog attitude j oot 
Only were defensive measures adopted, but on the 26th to 
November the governor of Massachusetts received order* 
to hold 10,000 men in readiness to march at a mo- 
nOenlV notice, a circumstance which wasquite uotoriouHj 
and frequently m'eatioaed in the public joumala of the 
day- This arioy could have but one solitary object, the 
invasion of Canada; aad such, accordingly, was the 
impression made on the mind of Sir James Ciaig, which 
tnuky other circumstances, and particularly the sudden 
cnrolmentofSOjOOO volunteers by the gtn-ernment of the 
United States, tended to confirm. Mr. Erskine, die 
mtaisler then' resident in America, had also eniertained 
the same suspicions, and had sent an express to Sir 
James Craig, informing hiro that Canada or Halifax was 
to be immediately attacked. Such were the circumstan- 
ces in which Sir James Craig was placed, at a moment 
tob, when the separation of some of the states, in the 
event of a war, had become the subject of general spectr- 
lation. Sir James bad already received communicatkuM ~ 
from Henry, a person who professed to fae well acquaint- 
ed with the seutiments of th^people of the southern 
■tates ; ajid whatever falsehoods and exaggeration^ 
Might have been industriously propagated, the object o( 
the governor of Canada, in sending Henry into tJ» 
United States, was not to excite discontent, but to ohtaln 
Information, which, in the event of a war, might have 
eiiabied him to avail himself of the prevalent temper 
and disposition of the people in these states. 

As a proof that the instructions of t!tc goverDOr, (such 
M they were,) had reference only to a slate of hostili- 
ties, no *>3ner did Sir Jam^.i Craig leim that the point* 
in dUcw;H(»i ]»d been adjueted, than he tent orders to 

D5-,.-.ii„Goog[c 



76 HisroKr OF 

Henry to return. Mlnistera hkd been more utijous to ' 
c&utioD Sir James against the employinent of individu- 
als who might disturb the hanuony subsisting between 
Great Britain and America ; and memotives for reconi' 
mending Henry for a reward were entirely dictated by 
iwish to make him a fair remuneration for his services, 
without intiinating any opinion as to the policy of the 
missKHi Trith which he had been entnuted. 

After all, at the close of this discnssioD, both parties were 
deddedlyagreeddiattheconductof the T7. States {Ve«- 
dent (to say die least of it,) was highly unbecwning and 
iii3elic«te, to h^ the papera before oongress, posse ^ng 
the iiery Umited inforffiadon on the sabject which he 
did at the time, without ever requiring an explanation, 
or in the ' least apprizins the British goremmeat c^ hi* 
intention; it was therefore said, as noshadow of reasoa , 
existed for charging the British goremment with (nch 
a mode of proceeding as that mentioned in the American 
[Resident's message, parliament snould rejept at once 
any mo&on for interference on the subject; and as the 
accusetion'was prepared against miniBter8,'to leave the 
ministers alone to manage it. The motiOQ was rejected 
by alargemajority. 
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CHAPltol X. 

Aaerka eetnoet a tiitt more hmtile AttUwk toward 'Oi<m 
Bnlain — Litters of MarqM and Reprisal kmed BJf 
ihe American Oocemmenl agmnsl Brituk Property^ 
Moeemenl of a strong American Force towards Iktrott ; 
Perfidy of the French Govetwaaa more mani/esl^ 
The Repeal of the Orders ia Coaacil again con^ 
ifend. 

The United States goventinent now began to exhillit 
(hat warlike disposition towards Grevt Britiun, which 
had previously indicated Jfself in so many diSerent 
ways, widi much more violence than hitherto; andh 
was obvious that the final declaration of hostilities wb» 
dose at hand ; though it was evident that a degree of 
hesitatjon and tear was the only existing barrier agdnst 
this last act of folly and madness. A resolutirai WM 
presented to Congress, to seize all British merchandiiM 
in the United States; to detain all subjects of his firita- 
ilic majesty, and to grant letters of Marque and reprisal 
against British property in general ; and it still became 
a matter of less doubt that these hostile measures of ib^ 
government <^ America were but the precursor fX 
Ksolulions of a nuae determined cast. 

The next act of die America government was to. 
fltatjon an army of eight thousand men at Detroit, under 
the coounuid of a generaL The purpose for which it 
was intended, namely, the conquest of Canada, was no 
longer made a secret Many respectable towns and cor- 
porate bodies, who had an interest in preserving peace 
with Great Britain, remonstrated strongly against tins last 
measure ; which prcbably aided not a little to subdue, 
for a time, the ardent desire so plainly expressed by Mr. 
Jdadisos and bis plftizans to aceellerate the war- 
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Daring &^Be hostile preparadcHii oa the ptrtol 
America, « drcumstaDce transpired which exhibited the 
political perfidy of the French gorernment tvwuds that 
irf the UnitedSUtes, in bold relief; and if Anjeriea had 
not been actuated by other motives than those which abe 
had lalwied bo assiduously to palm upon (he worid as the 
tnun spring (rf hei actions, it would have completelf 
changed the tenor oi her ^licy towaida England- 

Despatches were received from Paris, bv the United 
States minister in London, amongst which was the 
tepeal of the Berlin and Milan decrees by the French 
ruler, as far as related to the commerce of America; and 
bowever such a breach of faith might shock the feeling 
of an honest mind, this rerocatitm, notwithstanding it 
was not received until May, 1812, was dated as far back 
as April, 1811. That the declaration of the British 
jovenunent, holding forth that as soon ta the French 
lecrees should he rescinded nnconditioually, the British 
Orders in Council should from that moment be estioct, 
was the' means of extorting the French repeal, there 
remained not the slightest shadow of a donbt; and in 
order to cover the deceit, antedated the repeal to 1811. 
For two years prior to tbis period had the French gov- 
ernment refused, in the most insulting manner, any 
explanation on tiie subject of her decrees, or of their 
r^eal towards America ; although, duricg that whole 
time, America, on her part, had been negotiating on the 
subject ; and, strange to tell, Buonaparte now, in May, 
1812, eomes forward with his abrogation of those de- 
crees, antedated no less tiian thirteen months, and even 
having reference to 1810, a period of two years previous 
to its promulgation, ^^len he pretend- d to have rescind- 
ed those decrees as far as America was Concerned- 
Such a glaring insult on the honor and faith of nations 
wasprobablyneveroffered by one government to another, 
«ad would not, fttriiaps, have been received by auj 
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ofhei gorenunent than that of the United] stAtes, tit 
fhat tune — an opinion at which the preudeut ippean 
diliquely to hsYe gUnced."' 

After dosing a caieei <^ the most unwearied and 
BSBidnous ' ioquiriea into tte Orders in Coundl, by tli6 
conunittee appcuuted for that purpose, Mr. Biou^un, 
be original mover f or inquiiy into these orders, moreda 
second lime that these oideia should be repealed. N^ 
Uiing new Tras adduced in argument oa tiie subject, m 
iadie previoos debate all general toi»Gs had been 
eshaustedi if we except the disclosnreg made iu the 
late tedious investigation which nas now presented 
to undergo the consideration of the HOuse of Commoos. 
Mr. Brougham, however, imnoving the repeal, made 
an elaborate speech; he went <m to state, that'the 
Orders in Council had always been defended on the 
(apposed necessity o£ affording relief to thecommerce 
nd industry of the country ; yet the people had now 
oome to implore parliament to abandon them to tiie hos- 
tilitieB, and spare them the merciless kindness under 
which they were groaning. Upon the vote of the 
House the destiny of thousands depended; and if the 
legislature should say »w to the {Ktidons against th« 
Orders in Council, multitudes of hungry men must be 
let loose upon the country, who would either find food 
or peii^. Commercial capital had been universally 
lodiediipi men of great nominal wealth were tiving 
widiout incoBie, trMing, or seemiiig to trade, without 

•Our sAin with France retain the posEnie wUch they held «■ 
my last (!oimnuolcB«oiiB 10 you; NotwitbatBnding the nuthoriaed 
CxpecM^n of an early M n^l u hmrable issue to ihedUciu- 
tixma on foot, these hare been procrsstinated to the latest 
date. The only intrrveoii^oceam'nce meriting Bllention, is the 
pmmnlgBtion of s French decree purporting to be a definili™ 
icpeal ^ the Berlin uul Milan decrees. Thi« proceeding, nllht^b 
niwle the ground work of the British Orders in Council, Is rea- 
dersd,' by the lime ind manner of it, liable to many objection*. 
Prtndmt'i Menage, Atk Noo. 18U. 
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profit; DDmbers Kit worluneu had been disnissed — thon 
who remEoned were earning only the half or quarter of 
theiT'wages^ even parish rates were increasing, charit»- 
ble supplies failing, froni, the reduced means of the 
higher classes, and the augmented claims on their bouo- 
tv. But the most prominent feature in this case, was 
tne impending necessity of instantaneously disbanding 
those, who were now dettuned only in toe ht^ies of a 
favorable decision of parliament- 

The Orders in ComiGil had an operation inprmiachig 
distress, much more enlarged than many persons wera 
willing to believe ; the army in the Peninsula was fed 
from America; the embargo in that country had raised 
the price of flour in the Lisbon market above fifty pe» 
cent ; and had occasioned, in one morning, an e^qpoit 
from London of six thousand barrels to supply the Por- 
tuguese market. No attempt had been made by dre 
supporters of the Orders in Council, to meet the evidence 
which so fully established the distresses of the country ; 
that they had contented themselves with a reference to 
tiie custom-house book»— » criterion that might be i^ 
Borted to, when no better evidence could, be had, but. 
which is always suspicious, and, in'thepresentinstance, 
.bad been superceded by the most melanchol v disclosures^ 
But even the custom-house books indicated'a great and 
nnexampled depression of trade. Nor was diere any 
reason for beUeving that, for the loss of the trade of 
the United States, compensation had been obtained hi 
Other quarters, since the custom-house books themselvw 
aj^bited a general falling off of the trade of the whole 
eonntry. 1%e market of South America, instead ot 
having increased the valuable commerce of the country^ 
had introduced a spirit of speculatioo which had brought 
ruin on^l those who had ventured tu indulge in it< It 
was B groat fallacy to suppose that any considerable 
proportion of the goods imported into the United States 
from Great Britain, was re-expcated to South America 
and the Wwt Indies, since it had been proved by a respee- 
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table witnesa before the cranmittee diat &t re-e^ortalioB 
D^er exceeded oi)e>thiitBenth of the whole vklae; and, 
of courte, that the losses of tiie trade to North Asaeneft^ 
bad not, in any way, been compensated by tiie su[^MHed 
increase in the commerce carried on to the other putHcrf' 
Gm world, tiie trade of irtiicfa, we should at anf Mtk' 
have beea able to command. 

The borne market had also snared seTerety bjr the 
;lat occasioned iu all thoee articles which had formerly 
leen destined for export adon ; and that even of the 
home trade which ^11 remained, the gieatest part de- 
pended on the exlravi^ant demands of that great umI 
unprofitable oonsumsr, the gorenunent. The repeal of 
flie Orders in Council, so far from being ^jtinous lo 
the stability of our mudtime rights, and of the naval 
power which m»tects them, seemed essential to their 
Reservation: The paper blockades, as they were called, 
were contrary to law, and had never been recognised in 
any of the courts. Although the Orders in Council 
were repealed, and although England were to relin- 
quish for the {HCsent the ri^ts .00 which they are 
founded, it would not follow that she could never 
igua enforce them. 

At the peace (rf Utrecht, affer a war of unexampled 
tacceas, and a series of uninterrupted triumphs, in 
which die power-trf England was extended and confirm- 
ed, and France apd her allies humbled to the dust, we 
^ve up for a time, the principle that free ships should 
not make free goods ; and during the American war, We 
tellnquished what is called the rule of the war, 1756, 
yet wi&oot ultimately abandoning either of these prin- 
dples. Every right may be abandoned for the sake of 
expediency, and resumed when this reason- ceases. 
The loss which was sustabied by ^ obstinate exercise 
of this right, .in the present instance, was enorm6us; 
and that the American ma^et waa at stake — a msrkel' 
which takes off about Ihideen miUions oi our manufac- 
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tnieai lad in ateMfflnem *nd regularity Is nnriyalled. B^ 
refusing to the Americans the m&rket of England from 
which to purchase, we were. driTiog them to supfd; 
themselves; and diere wasno branch of their com- 
merce which had not now, torn certain degree, heen 
improved ; many branches of their mannfacttires had 
been created since 1807, and all were rapidly springing 
i^to matmity. The dread of losing a market, au<^ u 
thstof America, was quite rational, while the fear eD- 
lertained by the supporters of tlie Orders in Council, 
that the capittJ, industry and skill ot Eugland might be 
outdtmeby France, was altogether contemptible. There 
was no danger «f any loss of honor by seeking to con- 
eiliate Asierica ; that Great Britain never stood so hif^ 
as she now did, in point of military character ; that she 
had itia abundance, and even to spare ; that die events 
of the war had not merely sustained the ancient fame of 
the nation — they had done what seemed scarcely pos- 
sible — they had greatly increased it; they had covered 
the British arms with immortal renown ; and the gov- 
' eminent was bound to profit by .the proud height .on 
which Great Britain stood, for the purposes of peace ehmI 
eonciUatioa nidi Amorioa. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Ktcuwftffls on th« Orders in Council eontkuied — Repeal 
1^ the Orderi tn Council officially promulgated under 
certain ConditioM — Re-tkcdoa of Jfr. MwMton « 
United States Presidetit, 

pRiOB to this period, the British govemmeDt had dete*- 
mined upon some arrflngement, on this subject, which 
Would, at all eventa, impart tranqaility, if not relief to tha 
eoantiy fcom the distceeses under which they suffered, and 
WDtild attiie same time evince the desire of ministers to 
aecomplish that great object so ardentlj sought after. It 
vns thought, therefore, unnecessaiy to enter into an etk> 
larged debate on'tlie merits of the question ; a debate, 
which under existing! rcumstances would certainly hftve 
been superfluous; however, before going into any expla- 
nation in the House, as to the features of the arrange* 
ments in contemplatittn, LQrd Castlerea^h deemed it 
aceessscf, ^er ra^uch had been lud, to defend the 
principles upon which the Orders in Council had tui- 
ginally been established. He said" on such an important 
subject, he felt anxious to oETer to the House the fe»- 
■cms which appeared to him conclusive against th« 
address. He lamented the precipitation of the honorable 
and learned gentlemen in bringing forward this motion ; 
a precipitation injurious to his own cause. This waa 
the more lo be regretted, as the evidence went (o such 
a great extent. He was sorry that the honorable and 
learned gentleman, even for the sake of his oivn charac- 
ter, should have so much departed from all parliamenlarf' 
practii*, and should have pressed to a hasty discussion a 
»ubject,than which one more vital never came before par- 
liament. He deprecated any interference, on the part 
of the Honee, in a question of gKal national importance, 
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inrolving nnqueslionalily commerciHl ctmuderalioiia of 
the most serious^natore, but mised. up also with coiisid«- 
rations of maritime right. 

It was certwnly not out of the absolute province rf 
parliametit to interfere on 'such an, occasion} bat tt had 
always been ezliemely averse, pending a negotiatioQ on 
a delicate subject, to dictate to the executive govern- 

, ment the course which it ought to pur§ue. He admitted 
tiiat the honorable and learned gentleman had made out 
a grave case of national diatresg, as affecting the manur 
facturesof the countiy. Nay, he further admitted 

' that there existed a reasonable ground to believe,, that 
if tiie American market was not opened within a limited 
period, the pressure would be increased. But, notwith- 
■tanding this admission, it is to be hoped that honorable 
members will not permit their imaginations to stray so 
widely with his learned and honorable friend, as- to con- 
ceive that the general commerce and manufactures of 
tiie empire were in a state of decay and perishmeot. 
He felt acutely for the distresses, an.d he dcclfired that 
he had never met with more &ur and liberal men than 
the individuals sent by those manufacturers to repre- 
sent their case to parUament- He conceded to the 
'honorable and learned gentleman, that if Great Britain 
repealed her Orders in Council, America might he dis- 
posed to abrogate her non-importation act ; but he 
contended that, on a retrospect of the past, he was by 
no means prepared to say ,thatit would have been wise 
to have kept possesion of the American market, by 
abstming Inun those measures; an abstinence whidl 
would have e:Kp6sed the commerce of this county to all 
t)ie eVils with which it had been threatened by France- 
Injustice, however, Great Britain ought to have retained 
possession of the American market, notwithstanding the 
system which she had adopted towards France — a system 
which he admitted was not Justifiable on principles of 
'commercial policy, but which was most completely J us- 
tliiable on the principle in which it originated, namely, 
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Ae i^iofiide of coerciug France, and driving her from 
the system of misniln which she had so estensirelj 
exercised- As directedngainst France, tluB system had 
ol)ttuiie<t its object to a letter. Never was a counOy 
more commercially depressed than France. Bytheom- 
dai docnments of the French government, it appeared, 
that the whole extent of the manufactures and produce 
at that country, with her population of thiity-six mil- 
lions, consume^ internally as well as exported, did not 
equal the simple exports of other nationa. In the' year 
before last, they did not exceed £54,000,000 sterling, 
while oars amouuted to ie66,000,OOO. Never, there- 
fore, would he cease to contend,' that the Bystem of his 
late right hpnorable friend originated as much in wisdom 
a$ in justice. Even with the loss of the Aoiprican 
market, - (which he maintained we ou^t not to have 
Jost,^ let the House compare the situation in which tlie 
British empire was, wiUi that in which it might have 
been, but for the Orders in Council- This country 
(with the exception of the last year, the deSciency of 
which was occasioned by temporary causes,) exhibited 
to the world a spectacle of a nation struggling amidst 
the eSbrts of war, aad rising in wealth and commercial 
prosperity and grandeur. Indeed, a great part ef the 
defideacy of the last year was occastoned by the pie- 
ceding extraordinary and unnatural prosperity. 

With that exception, the cwnmerce of the country, 
all but that which related to America, had iaciensed in 
an accumulating ratio,' beyond what it had ever been in 
times of peace. And even in continental Europe, our 
commerce, notwithstanding the efforts 6f tiie scourge of 
the continent, had grown to a conaiderBble ext«tt, par- 
ticularly ance the issuing of tiie Orders in Council- 

The average of our annual exports to the Continent, 
during the three years preceding the Orders, in Council, 
wai £17,000,000. The annual avenge ©fflietiwee years 
subsequent to ft©-Ordere in Council, was £83,000,000, 
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beiDj; ail ioCKBse of «x milbons annuilly . KVen the 
fjtports to Ameiica, prior to the last year, go far from 
decaying, had considerably increased. The average of 
the annual exports to America, including the West 
Indies, during the three years immediately preceding the 
last year, [1811,1 was £22,000,000; the annual ave- 
r^,diiriiig the three years preceding those three year*, 
was only £19,600,000. 

The present distress of those manufacturing districlB 
most connected with America, was in a great degree 
attributable to the benevolent feelings of the master 
manufacturers, who had expended theit fortunes* in 
kecpinfi their men employed on the same V!ale during 
the last year aa they had done during the three years 
precediug- Hehadalnays deniedtbatthepresentsystem 
iras adopted from any unworthy motive ot^natimiBl ^ain. 
Jt rested' on the firm ground of national defence. It 
rested on the principle, that as the enemy wielded his 
utmost extent of power against the prosperity of Ute 
British empire, we had a right to meld the utmost 
ejitent of our power against the prosperity of France. 
He stated it in vindication of the character tA the coun- 
try and of the government, that no councils had ever 
been mwe honorably and faitiifuUy directed to apply the 
system of retaliation successfully to the enemy, but iA a 
way as little obnosions as possible to the neutral. Va- 
rious had been the modifica,tions resorted to for this 
iattcE purpose; andparticularly the order of 1809 limited 
the blockade to France and the countries imm^iately 
under the power of bet arms. 

Adverting to the system of licenses, be maintiuned 
that the honorable and learned gentleman had fallen 
into a ^[reat error on the subject. 'Hie licenses connected 
vnth the system of blockade, did oot form a fifth of the 
license system of the countiT' We had a rigbt, by oal 
SceusCs, to avail ourseivesof'^dle teKefwhidb the enemy 
nquired ; and wc bad never done this to die injury o! 
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arfutnls, who had enjoyed em much facility in sailing 
from our porta as our own merchant vessels- But it waa 
not with the liceoac aystcm that America quarrelled. ' 
We had expressed our readiness to return, if America 
wifbed it, to the strict measure of 1807, provided she 
Kscinded the act prohibitory of our commerce. 

He wds anxious to cril the attention of the House to 
wme circumstances which Itad occurred since (lie last 
discussions ou the slihject, and since the issuing the, 
Princft Regcnfs proclamatioiy in ApriK It liad befin 
asked in tiaat House, in what way he understood the 
French decree recently communicated to govemmeBt by 
the American minister? He had no hesitation in reply-', 
ing that, in his opinion, it by no means satisfied the 
regent's declaration, which required the untfualified and 
unconditional repeal' of the BerHu and Milan decreeSy 
as the conditioti of rescinding the Orders in Coundl- 
The day on which he had received that decree, was 
the very day on which the House of Commrais had 
been pleased, by its vote, virbially to dissolve the sd- 
ministration ; and therefore it was not until tiie last 
three or four days, that the present government, coo^ 
dering themselves as a government,. had deliberated 
upon the subject. On Uie face of this instrument, 
howerer, he had no difficult in repeating that it appeared 
insufficient, and was accompanied Mtb' circumstaucea 
^ great distrust and suspicion.- It was difficult also -to 
say, whether this decree had not been, comjdetely 
revoked by the siveeping declaration of the Duke of 
Ba3<tano, that die Berlin and Milan decrees would remain 
in full ibre<^ until the maritime assumptions of IhtB 
country should be abandoned. There, therefore, must' 
exist considerable doubts on the subject- Nevertheless, 
it might not be unwise to put the country in a situation 
to receive txplauatioDS upon it- 

If the American government should be found. disposed 
hi make represeatatioas to Frasce, to iudoce her to catisfy 
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the joat ezpectatioiis ocmtaiAed id His R^al Hi^m^ra 
the Priiict; Regent's Proclamation, Great Bri&in Tronld 
be disposed to coHsent to the suspeosiob, for a,. limited 
period, of the restrictive syetem oi both countries; or, in 
other wordE, she ivould conaent to suspend the Oidera in 
Cuuucil, if America would consent to suspend her non* 
importation act- The experiment might then be tried of the 
practicability of lestoring things to their andent system. 
If by an act of temper and conciliation, not incomptiible 
with the safety of the country, an inducement could 
be held out to France, lathe paroxysm of her pnwer, 
to return to thtu system, a departure fipra whidi, had 
been destructive of her own ccHitmerce, it would be an act 
redounding to mir honor. ' Should the event be f^von- 
ble,the advantage would be great to all parties. Should 
it be unfavorable, we must return to our present retaha- 
tory system, if this effort on our put were not met with 
a correspcmdeQt feeiiug on the put of America, oppwta- 
uides mmld be afibided,in tke absence of irritation, of 
fairly considering those circumsta&ces which might re- 
store and cement that friendship which ought always to 
be maintained between the two countries -, and which it 
was the curse a[ both had ever been interrupted. 

If, br the fatal perseverance td Fiance, Great Britain 
should oe driven to re-adopt her retaliatory system, 
means might be adopted, widiout endangering its efficacy 
against the enemy, of rendering it less obnoxious ta 
America. He concurred with the honorable and learned 
gentleman, that- it would be a most unworthy and unwise 
policy in this country, to allow itself to be provoked by 
the irritatitHi. which America had evinced. Was it not 
ihe part of a great empira like Great Britain to ^dopt a 
conciliatory course of ccmduet towards America, even at 
the time when her lone (although he trusted it would 
uot lead to absolute war,^ sufficjeotly marked the bos- 
tile disposition of her councils ? Although he did not 
wisb to ^ too sanguine as to the result of his experi' 
ment, yet, persuaded M he was that there had beea 
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momesb ^ oxh great incMiTenienee to FVihoe, dnt had 
ahe not cbenshed hopes of fiiiti success from Ae occur- 
rence of certom circum Stances in this country, sbe Tronld 
willingly liave abwdoned her pmjects, he could not 
bdp eDteitoimn^ an expedatJon that she tnight he iodu- 
cea to return to the ancient system. 'Un<Kr all these 
drcunutances, he trusted the House would not conbent 
to the addreSS. He would content himself with moving 
die order of the dar. Were the documents illustratiTa 
of the negotiation between this cotintry ' and America 
OD the table, he should call for a distinct negatire to the 
motion ; but as they were not, so he did not vritb to 
extract from the House any vote 'which would imply 
&elr ■.pprobation of the (tonduct of His Majesty's gov- 
^nment in ibnt negotiadon. 

On account of die information oontuned in' the pre- 
ceding speecb delivered by Lord Castlereah, the moticri) 
for rescinding the Orders in Council Was withdrawn, oil 
etMidition tbatin the next Gazette an official instpiiiKiit 
on the subject iJUHild make its appearance- 

la the next Gazette, accor^ng to promise, appeared 
die instrument' alluded to, which went db to state that, 
by a previous declaration of the 1st of April, 1812, the 
repeal of the- Orders in Council shoufd take place A ■ 
aoon as a formal revocation of tide French decreed vni 
announced ; that a commnntcatiott had b^en made hf 
the American charge des affidifeto l<ord C^ereah,' ot'i 
o(^y of the alleged instrument of repeal by the French 
fovemmenl ; and ahhau^ this revocation was not such 
a& to BKtisfy the conditians req^aiied by His Boyal High> 
neas, the Prince Regent's decluatioti, yet as Great , 
Britain was anxious tareplace on its ancient basis th^ 
commerce of neutral nations, the* Orders >n Council of 
Tlh JaiinaTT,180T, and of 26th April, 1809, v^ere tber»' 
fore eulipended u far as regarded American prt^rty, ' 
from the 1st of Angudt folldWtng 
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Bat in ooiuMpienee <tf the exelnrion of firitiih ^pi 
of wu- tnta the ports and hubore ot the United Statei, 
while those of her enemy vreie freely admitted, and aa 
■II commercial intercourse between Great Britain and 



the United Slates <tf America was prt^bited by the 
latter, while she panned a trade with France and hei 
dependencies, bo tar as the effects of the Brilisb Orders 



_D Council could be eluded — it waa declared that if the 
American government aboidd not, after the legolsr 
communication of this document , alter its policy, then 
the repeal of the Orders in Council should not take 
effect- It was likewise provided in the same document, 
that all seizures of Amencan vessels and pnmecty subse- 
quent to the date of the commimication relative to the 
repeid of the French decrees, should not be condemned ; 
and it was expressly reserved on the part of the British 

Sovemment, should circumstances require such a piDCO 
ure, a revival of the Orders in Council and the adop- 
tion of such other measures of Tetaliation as the security 
OdT British commerce and <^ her maritime rights sbould 
appesTfrom time to time to demand- 
Such was the conciliatory conduct of the Brilisir 
Sivenmient towards that of the United States, that th« 
rders in Council, which were undoubtedly of the 
greatest pohtical importance to that country under exist- 
faig urcumstatKes, were in a great measure abandoned ; 
uud notwithstanding, it was the general impression 
umon^t the most enlightened part of communihr, that 
the desires of America were unbounded, so would also 
Iier demands be unbounded ; and that, at each succeed- 
ing concession on the part of the British government, 
the demands of America would become doubly imperi- 
' OU8 ; yet it was expedient to manifest to those who were 
of the opinion that the Orders in Council were the sole 
cause of the commercial distresses of the country, an 
anxiety ^8" ^ far as the honor of the British na- 
tioD ind Ste security of her maritime rights would 
pennit, to purchwe dteir Klief, or ^ least to tiao* 
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qoilize Iheir minils on &e snbject- tt was stron^f 
Buqiticted too, that as reguded the Bon-impwtBtion att of 
the UnUed States upon British comaiercc, that America 
would not be diqxwed to ecaieede an inch of gnmnd ; 
allboo^ on the other hand, it was thou^t that the 
repeal of the Orden in Council, to which America had 
as Tet principally confined herself, would be but a pre- 
lude to claims ofamore extnwrdinary nature, as Ajnerica 
evidently was but a tool in tbe bmis of the ruler c^ 
France foi that puipo^. Honevwr, h was the wish of 
all parties to . make a fair trial ; as the refusal ot 
America to meet Great Britdn upon hooOTable terms, 
would Tirtually of itself render the repeal of the Or- 
ders in Councu invalid. Mr. Madison had by this lime 
secured for four years longer the {residential chair, and 
Ae laetiont^wluchhewas the bead, had so far jnednn- 
ioaled over the mott sensible part of that country, as to 
obtein the end* tot whi^ titey so kng and so atden% 
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Jhclaration of War agaiiul Grtal Bnlain by the Gop- 
enmeta of ife IMted Statu — Extract from the iVori- 
daU'a Matage, approving of the Meatttre — Severat 
State I^gUlatarea nmonetrate agtntatU^Metmaei^ 
plowed 6y ihte Governor in ChUf of Canaia for the 
Defence of the Prtmvaiia vftder hit Command. 

tVHii£ the goverament and petmleof Eng^d were anz^ 
ionsIyloolUiigforwaidtothepacmceffeGtttte repeal of the 
Orders in Ooundl would hayeon Ameries, oohrifltstaiul- 
tbg Ae unfavourable predictioiiB to the eontr&iy, the nevra 
arrired that the President had apjwored of an a£t ofcoil- 
gtefs (onnaHy deelftringWM gainst Great Britain. This 
act had been preceded by a most ibflammatory m essag^ 
from the Preeideat, in wlucb the British govemmeDl wai 
ftccoped of numberless atrocities against the U States ; 
that since the year 1803, ailys that message, has tfaatgor-' 
emment persufedi&a seriesof acts hostile to the U-St&tesr 
■a an independent nation. It declaied, that British 
nyisers had violated the honor of the Americwi fl^r 
uid seized pers<His sailing under it ; that &e seizure 
meai^ Bntith aubjecti, without trial or inquiry, was 
eontraiT to- the law of nations. Tliat British citizen b 
bad violated the righia and the peace of tiie AmericaB 
coast ; and &Bt the blood of American citizens had been 
vrantonly nnlt in the very haibois of the United States ; 
«nd instead of punishment^ the highest rewards had been 
beftowed by tii^ British gorernment on the persons ivho 
hod committed such atrocities. That by means of a 
nominal blockade, without the presence of au adequate 
force, the commerce of America had been plundered on 
every sex ; that the orders issued by the British govern- 
ment had been tyrannically executed from their date, 
and before American veuels could be aWare of their 
eziitence ; and that Great Britain had at length resorted 



D.5-,z,t.b,GOOglC 



■ tai tATE WAE. 9tf 

K> B sweeping Bjsiem, under (be name of Orders in 
Coudcil, which had been eo- contrived as to- suit th« 
political views and commerctsl jeaJoosieB of Engluid, 
and satisfy the avidiljf of her citizens. That the pre- 
tence -of retaliation which, had been naed in defence of 
these <M>dei8, was altogether gnnindle«8 ; that edicts exe- 
cuted ageduBt American pK^ity, coald-not be a retsliotton 
on those decrees of Fnmce, wfajidi it wva manifestly 
impossible to execute ; and that reialiation, to be just, 
should fait only, on the guilty- That the government of 
Great Britain had recently declared its determiiiation to 
insist on tliese meaauiA until the marketa of its enemy 
should be lud opi^ to British commerce ; that England 
had demanded a foimality in the revocation of tlM 
French decrees, by no mesas exemplified even by her 
own usage.j and had declared that she would not rest 
satisSe^ with the repeal of the decrees, merely as the; 
affected America, unless thej were nhoJly and ui»xmdi- 
tkmalLy levekcd- - . 

It proceeded to state, that the object of the meunres 
adopted by Sngland, bad jiot beeu ao much to destroy 
the resources of her enemies as to confirm her own mo* 
nopoly ; and although every eS>rt.had b«en tried hylhe 
United States to obtain an alteration of this iniquitous 
system — although an offiir had been made to interrupt all 
commercial intercourse with Fance go long as she pevr 
severed in her injustice, yet the British government uad 
been deaf to tvery remonstrance. That in the year 
1810, the American minister in London had oSered to 
the Britisb government a' tair opportunity for eonciha- 
tion; that he merely requested to know, whether the 
Bntish blockade <^ 1806 was still conndered in force ; 
and as this measore faati afibrded the pretence for the 
decree of the French government, it was expected Ibat 
the disavotial of it, by Great Brifun, would have imme- 
diately led to the rescinding ot the French edicts, and 
the^iettoration of neutral commerce; bat the Britiih 
govMDment had peruated in refusrag all ezplanatioa- 



D5-,.-.il„COOg[C 



at HISTOSI dt 

That a fair prospect appealed agaib to preKnt itself fot 
tlic adjustment of all difierenceg ; b^t the acts of the 
British mtuister in America, who might have acciimphiih- 
ed this desirable object, were all disavowed by hii 
goTenune&t ; and at the very moment when these ami- 
cable proccedinga were gmng forward; a secret ^p;nt of 
Great Brittun wae employed to cherish disaSection in 
the citizens of the UniKd States, and to dissolve the 
happy Union ■ 

Mr- Madison, in the plenitude of his malignant vitu- 
peratieQ, ventured to charge the British government, 
though only as matter of suspicion, of inciting the Indian 
nationii to carry on theiv atrocious warfare against &e 
people of the United States. 

*' We perceive, in fine," proceeds Mr .Madison, " on 
the tide of Great Britain, a state of war towards lb* 
UnUed States ; and^ on tite tide of the Vmted ^ata(, 
a state of peace towards Oreat Britain." 

Such was the lofly tone of recitnl contained in this 
American state paper, of the a^esnow and atrodHet 
committed by Great Britain- But as regarded France, 
and the conduct of her ruler, ivhat was the President's 
language ? He admitted, in a brief paragraph at the end 
of the message, that the most atrocious violation of 
neutral rights had been committed by order <^ tha 
French government, against the citizens of the Uuijefl 
States ; -but although he was ready to recommend, in 
4he most emphatic terms,' a declaration of war aguinst 
Great Britain, he merely hinted that he hoped an s^^- 
fl^le adjustmentmightyet be effected with her enemies, 
who, had carried the spirit of^ outrage to such extre- 
mities- 

But the President's message did not cofivey thp -sen- 
timents of the wh(de Union by any means ; nor ii it to 
be believed that whole states ditinet dissent from such *' 
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ttriLde of falieboods-* We aie wammted iiideed in 
belieTiQg the latter supposition to be the cuse, from the' 
language breaAied in the declanition of the genenl 
assembly of the state of Connecticut, at their special 
session on the 29th August, 1612, and that of die 

"iM. RasoLTiD, That the war vitkOKatBjiUin.iawbicb, 
the*pr«ifiitadiniiiiitraIioii ha« plunged the United Statei, va» in- 
eipedlent, ill timed aod most dangerously ImpotiticAicrfiBciDg 
■t once conntlen blessing*, lad incurring all the hazarda audloaa- 
e*, of alen and treasure, necessarilr lesiutiog from a contest with 
a nation pOMeseing to man)' ueana to annoy and distress ui. 

3d. RuDL van. That, aathewirvaaimproridentlyfoinmcneed, 
so Iiiu the conduct o( it proved wasteful and disastrous. The 
kdminutratioa being evidently chargeable with the multiplied dfa- 
asteia which hare attended our anns, and eoosbped to csptivitf 
or death so many tbonsands of brare men, vitDont the attain- 
ment of a single ottject. 

3d. Resoli'kd, That we »iew with ineippeeaible eoneera the 
eoDTse of that destructire policy which leads to a conueaon with 
the militsry despotism of Prance ; and if it should so hifipen, tm 
our fears suggest, thata contention or confederacy with that pow- 
er either exists or is intended, we do not hmitate to declare, that 
snch an event will be considered by us more dangerous than the 
war itself and as tending, ui its conaequcnces, to ■ diasolutttm at 
the United States. 

Gth, Lastly, RasoLTin, That finding hi the answer of the 
President of the United States, to a proposed armistice, that the 
principal object of the wM is to obtain redress against the British 
pncticeof impresuaent..,and Anding, further, in an aniwer from 
tie British GoTemment, to another proposed armistice, that their 
dailD does not extend beyond whnt it calls its ancient and sccos- 
tomed practice of impreasing British seamen from the merchant 
Teasels of s foreign state.. .we do hereby declare our solemn con- 
viction, that a war, at the eipence of AmeriCHi blood and trassnre.- 
to protect British subjects on the high seas from their due alle- 
giance to. their country, would be unjust; and that theabuseof 
this . practice, in regard K> Amcricaa seamen, may be guarded 
■g^nstbyan arrangement between the two govemmenti; and 
therefore that a n^;otiatton for a treaty of peate should be inune- 
dialely opened. 

ExhaeU ficm lite DeOaraHmof the general Aaiem- 
Uey aj the Legitlatwe ^ (Ac State of New Jertey, 1813. 
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legjslatiue of Murlmd m the, 91th of Decemba of, 
the nine ym, which uc fnlly corrabonkted by the de&- 
Itntiona of the legiskturea and mesBages of gov^nors «f 
jevenJ other states of that iiati«i' 

The lei^slatnre of Conaecticat proceede to state, that 
Oxt aggressions of both nsHons ought to have been met 
at the outset by a system of defensive protectitxi c<jni- 
mensurale to our means, and adapted to me crisis. That 
other councils prevailed, and that system of conunercial 
restrictioBS wmcb before had distressed the people of 
£arope, was extended to our country. That we becante 
parties to the continental system of the French emperor- 
That whatever its pressure may have been elsenvhere, 
OB our citizens it had qierated with intnterabte severity 
and hardship. 

That in the midst of these snfTerings war is declared, 
and tiiiat nation of the two is selected for a foe which is 
capable of inflicting the j;reatest injury. And that iu- 
this selection we view with the deepest solicitude a- 
tendency to entan^e us in an alliance Vith a naSon 
tvhoift ruler haa snbveited every republic in Europe, 
wid whose connections, wherever formed, hare been 
fatal to civil liberty- 

That of the operation of his decrees on American 
-commerce, it is not necessary here to remark, that Hi^ 

repeal of Ihem, [the "French decrees,] promulgated in 
'tins country since Uie declaration of W8r,virtually declares 

that the Americao govemmeot was not to be tru^ed. 

Innltis thus added to injury.* 

Tliat^nld a continuance of this war exclude out 
seafaring and mercantile citizens from the use of tha 
oeewi, and our invaluable inatitations be sacrificed by 
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an alliaiice with the French despot, the nwasuie of our 
degradadoiiand wrelcliediies would be full. 

The accusations, however, contaioed in the Predd cut's 
message fonned the ground work on which Ac United 
States legistal'iTe declared war against Great Britain; and 
BQch was the astonishment of the goyernment and people 
' (tfEogland that they were fora time before they could 
persuade themselres that the United Stales were in ear- 
nest in the hazardous enterprize they had undertaken, as 
no conduct of the British goTeromeat towards that coun- 
tiy coiuld have ^ompted them to such a rash and 
desperate step. The causesof the war so, emphatjcally 
iosisted on in the President's message, as n,ow appear. 
were ridiculous and absurd ; complaints, aomc of which 
were only imaginary, and the rost had been redressed, 
Bccosadona which had long been refuted and a thousand 
andoneother things, if possible, still more absurd and 
preposterous, were all laid under contribution for the 
service of this manifestoof Mr. Madisoii'is, in order to 
meet the views' and^ feelings of the -turhuleiit faction 
by Mdiom he had been once more raised to the head of 
the goTeiinment. 

A curious circumstance is also connected with the 
declaration ai war by the United States, which probably 
tended more to exhibit the entire dependence under 
which the acts of America government lay to those of 
the Trench ruler, and to Miew the extreme partiality 
of America towards France, than any other circum- 
Hance which transpired- 

Immediately after the communication of the French 
minister, declaring the principlea of the Frenoh decrees 
to fonjfi die fundamental law of the empire, followed the 
declaration of war by the United States. Whether, 
therefore, Great Britain considered the pretensions set 
up and avowed by the American government, or the 
circumstances attending the declaration of war, the 
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conclusion was the same — that a detenniDation had long 
been formed by die United States to oppose the just 
claims of Great Britain, and witii a view to embarrass 
diat couqUt IB her contest with France for the indepen- 
dence cf Europe, she had determined b> unite her 
resources and exertions- 

The news of the declaration of war, at this time, how- 
ever^ completely astounded the peopleof England. Even 
those who had advocated the enquiry into ue Orders in 
Council, were convinced that America ought to have 
been satisfied with the tdirogation of those edicts ; and | 
they further added, that should America urge any fur- , 
ther claims upon Great Britain, that they should now be i 
the first and most strenuous opposers of any further ' 
ocmcession being made to that country- 
It WM frequently remarked m the public Journals of 
the United States, that in all their intercourse witii the 
governments of Great Britain and France, a studied 
and implacable hostility towards the interests i^ the 
former was universasally evinced ; while, notwithstand- 
ing the reiterated insults and indignities daily offered 
by the latter to the American flag, yet the government of 
that republic was decidedly favorable to her views and 
wishes- 

Matters, however, had now arisen to a crisis between 
Oreat Britun and flie United States, that indicated war 
to be inevitably at hand ; in view of which, and under 
the impression that in such an event Canada would be in- 
TBded,the governor in chief of those provinces immediately 
employed means to strengthen the public works, fbrtify- 
ihe most important avenues into the country, and more 
effectually to o^anize the provincial militia ; for should 
a war be the result, on the mihtia forces alone could the 
eouotiy depend for her defence, as only a sufficient regu- 
lar force was retained in the country to perform garrison 
d«ty under a peace estahlishment ; and, under existing 
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ciTcumstaDcei with the mother country, enqihiyeil ai 
ber armiea were on Uie European peniniulft, little aid 
from that quarter could be CTpectea- 
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CHAPTER xrn. 

PrepaTi^ioni of a tDorlike Appearance on the part of the 
United States — Extract from the Address of the 
Home of Atsemblg to the VeomOnry of Canada^ at 
the Commencement of tht War — Imaaion of Canada 
by an Army mtder General Hall — General HulPi 
Proclamation to the People of Canada — Actit>e Mea- 
iwres puraaed by Oineral Brock for Ike Relief of Fort 

' AdAo-sffturj — Evident Signs of Indecision and Dij- 
trvst in the American Camp. 

■ During the defensive prepBTatimis on the part of 
Can&Sa, the Uuited States go^emm^it was not un- 
mindfiil of its security against any hostile attack- 
' Beddes Btrengthening her fortifications, &c., an act 
of Congress was passed, on the ll-th day of January^ 
1812, for raising ten additional regiments of infantiy to 
consist of two thiiusaad men each — ^two regiments of 
cavaby of two thousand each — and one additional regi- 
ment of artillery, to consist of one thousand — to be 
enlisted for five years. Early in the ensuing month, 
another act passed that hody, authorising the president 
of the United States to accept the military services of 
certain v<dupteer corps, not to exceed in nnmber fifty 
thousand men ; and, in the month of April followtng, 
art tin was passed to call into active service, for the 
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purpose of military drill, one hundred thousand militia, 
piop(»tioiied to each stale as follows : 

Penusylvania, 14,000 

New-York, 13,000 

Vitginia, 12,000 

Massachusetts, 10,000 

New-Hampshire, ■ 3,500 

Connecticut, 3,000 

New-Jersey, ' fi,00O 

North Carolina, ■■■' ■ 7,000 

Maryland, 6,000 

South Carolina, 5,000 

Kentucky, 5,500 

Ohio, 5,500 

Georgia, 3,500 

Vermont,. 8,000 

Delaware, •" 1,000 

Tennessee, ■ • - ■ 2,500 

Rhode Island, 500 



In addition to the above, tlie United States had a 
regular army of eleren regiments of five hundred men 
each, which, in the whole, certainly constituted a for- 
midable anny- 

Acts were passed, at the same time, for building 
new ships of war, and repairing such as were out of 
commission, and for making such provisions Tor the 
defence of the maritime frontier as were considered 

necessary. 

As soon as the declaration of war was announced in 
Canada, measures were employed in that colony to 
embody a p(»tioD of the militia force of the country 
for ita protection agtunstan invasion of the enemy. 
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An appeal was made by die represeutativea in pariiS' 
meat of Upper Canada to tbeir constituents, at the ernl 
of the extra •ession which was convened at the com- 
mencement of the wai, in which waB portrayed in its 
natiTe coloring the abject and wietcbed state of vassal- 
age to the ruler of France into which America had de- 
scended, and ber consequent perfidious conduct towards 
Great Britain. A most deserved eulogium was in that, 
address passed upon the jibaracter of the militia, for the 
pron^titude with which their services were volun- 
teered io defence of the country. 

"Already have we the joy to remark," says that address, 
" that the spirit of loyalty has burst forUi in all its an- 
uent splendor. The miUda, in all partsof the Province, 
have vohinteered their service with acclamation, and 
displayeda degree of energy worthy of the British name- 
They do iwt forget the blessings and privileges which 
they enjoy under the protection and fostering core of 
the British empire, whose government iso^yfeltin 
this country by acts of the purest justice and most 
^easing and efficacious benevolence. When men are 
cfdled upon to defend every thing they hold precious — 
their wives and children, Uieir friends and possesion*, 
tiiey ought to be inspired by the noblest resolution, and 
they will not be easily frightened with menaces, or 
conquered by force. And beholding, u we do, the 
' . flame of patriotism burning from one end of Ae Caoa- 
das to the other, we cannot but entertain UiB lOOSt 
pleasing anticipations. Our enemies have indeed saidg 
that they can subdue the country by a proclamation ; 
but it is our part to prove to them that they are sadly 
mistaken; that the population is determinately hostile, 
and that the few who might be otherwise inclined, iviU 
find it ^ir safety and interest to be faithful." 

As was hefoK observed, a lai^e American force,- 
consistiag of regulars and militia, was early in the year 
1812 atatimied td Detroit, and had been placed voder 
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the GomnuDd of General Hull, ut officer of the Revolu- 
tion, who, OQ the 121h of July, crossed the river Detroit 
with s force of two thousand five hundred of the above 
troopa and a strong park of aitiilery, and planted the 
Americanstandardon theshoiBsof Canada- Immediatelf 
ontheanivalof the American army at Sandwich, Qene- 
ral Hull issued the following: 

PROCLAMATION. 

Head QuaTtert, Sandwich, 12th ^fy, 1812- 
Inhabitants op Canada — 

After thirty jears of peace and prosperity, Qie U. States 
have been driven to arms. The injunes and eggre^ 
sions, the insults and indignities of Great Britain, have 
tince more lefi them no alternative but maalv resistance, 
or unconditional submission- The army under my com- 
mand has invaded your country. The standard of the 
Union now waves over the territory of Canada. To the 
peaceable, nuofiending inhabitants it bringsncilher dan- 
ger nor diMcutty- I come to find enemies, not to make 
them, i come toprotect, Dot to injure you. 

Separated by an immense ocean and an extensive wil- 
derness from Great Britain, yon have no participatitHl in 
her councils, no interest in her conduct. Yon ateve felt 
her tyranny ; yon have seen her inuistiGe ; but I do not 
tdt you to avenge the (me, or to redress the other- The 
United States we sufficiently powerful to affi>rd every 
secnri^, conristent with their rights and your expecta- 
tions. I tender you the invaluable blessing of civil, 
reKgionB and political liberty, and their necessary result, 
individual and general proepeiity; that -liberty which 
jfave decision to our coimdls and eneiw to our conduct, 
in a struggle fat independence, which conducted us 
safely and triumphantly through the stormy period <^ 
the Revolution — the liberty which has rused ns to an 
elevated rank among the nations of the world, end 
which afibrded us a greater newuie of peace and teciii- 
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ty, of wealth aad improvement) than ever fell to tbc lot 
of any people. In the name of my country and the 
authority of govemmeDt, I jKomisii: you protection to 
your persons, property and rights. Remain at your 
homes ; pursue your peaceful and customary avocations ; 
raise not your Innds agunst your brethren. Many of 
your fathers fwight for the freedom and independence we 
now enjoy- Being children, therefore, of the Eame 
family with us, and heirs of the some heritage, Oie arri- 
val of on army of friends must be hailed by you with ■ 
cordio] welcome. Vou will be eniancipated from tyran- 
ny and oppression, and restored to the dignified station gf 
freemen. 

Had I any doubt of eventual success, I might ask 
your assistance; but I do not. I come prepared for 
every contingency — f have a force which will break 
down all opposition, and that force is but the vanguard 
of a much greater. If, contrary to your own interest 
and the just expectations ot my country, you should 
take port in the approaching contest, you will be consi- 
dered and treated as enemies, and uie horrors and cola* 
mities of war will stalk before you- 

If the barbaroiis and savage poUcy of Great Britain 
be pursued, snd the savages ore let loose to murder our 
citizens and butcher our women and children, this war 
will be a war of extcrminatioQ. The first stroke of the 
tomahawk, the first attempt with the scalping knife, will 
be the signal of one indiscriminate scene of desolation. 
No white man, found fighting by the side of on Indian, 
will be taken prisoner — instant death will be his lot- II 
the dictates .of reason, du^, jnstice, and humanity, can- 
not prevent the employmentof aforce which respects no 
rights, and knows no wrongs, it wiU be prevented by a 
severe and relendess system of retaliation. 

I doubt not your eourage and firmness ; I will n()t 
dpubt your attachmeLt to liber^. If you tender yonr 
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!S Ti^untuily, they will be accepted readily. The 
United States offer you peace, liberty and security. 
Your dudce Ues between these and war, slavery, and 
destruction. Choose, then, but choose wisely — aad may 
he who knows the justice of our cause, and who holds 
in his hands the fate of nations, guide you to a result 
the most compatiUe with your lights and interealj, your 
peace and haj^ess.' 

By the Oeoeral, 

A. P. HULL. 

This prod unatioQ of General Hull was fulIirfccHifi- 
dence in the strength of his arms and in the justice of 
hip cause, aBSuring himsetf, from that consideration, of a 
■uccessfui terminatioo to the campaign. It threatens, 
too, of pursuing a war of extennination, in the event of 
the employment of the Indians on the part of the British, 
forgetting, it would appear, that already were the Indi- 
ansengaged co-operating with the forces of the United 
States agidnst the British army. 

General Hull, having crossed into the British domin- 
ions with an anoywhii^ in pcnntof numbers was capable 
of setting at defiance the whole of the British r^nlar 
army then in the Canadas, commenced an advance on 
Fort Maiden or Amherstbui^. Atthe time the American 
army approached that place, the garrison consisted of a 
subaltern's detachment of royal arUllery commanded by 
Lieutenant Troughton ; a detachment of the forty-first 
regiment, of three burned men, commanded by Captain 
Huir; and between three hundred and four hundred 
militia, the whole under the cofnmand of Lieutenant 
Cdonel St. George, inspecting field officer of mSitia for 
that district — a force totally inadequate, by its numerical 
strength, to cope with that of the Americans, to which 
they were now opposed ; but the most vigorons meas- . 
ures were employed by Major General Brock, to secure 
Ihe fort against an assault, in the aid of which the 
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captnra of Fort Micliilimacluiiack waa a fortunate circum- 
Btance, as it laid open the rear aoA Souks of the American 
army to the desultory attacks of the Indians in the 
neighborhood, a part of whom had a^sted in iU 
capture- 
As soon as General Hull had established his camp at 
Sandwich, parties were sent out from his army, to levy 
contributions of provisions and forage from the inbaui- 
tanls, who advanced as far as the Moravian Town, 
committiug on their routes the most unheard-of atrocities 
upon die defenceless inhabitants, carrying with them ai 
prisMiers of war snch influential persons as ihej found 
well affected towards their king and country. 

In the mean time, Q«Beral Brock had despatched, 
from the ganison of Fort George, Captain Chambers 
with fifty men of the 4lBt Regiment, into the interior 
of the country, for the purpose of collecting such of the 
militia and Indians as were then ready to jtnn the army 
at Amherstburg — ^previously sending Colonel Proctor « 
the same regiment to assume the command of that garri- 
son. Six^ men also of the 41st Regiment were 
despatched at the same time to reinforce the besieged 
garrison, and forty were sent to Long Point, for the. pur- 
p(»e of collecting the militia in that vicini^- . 

Genera] Brock, having made such arrangements, in 
the government of the province, as were necessary du- 
ring his absence from York, proceeded from then<K to 
Fort Geoi^e, and thence to Long Point on Lake Erie, 
where he was joined by two hundred and sixty of the 
nulitia, who had, in a few days and in the very height 
of their harvest, gallantly volunteered .their services to 
share the dangers of the field in defence of their coun- 
try, together with the detachment of the 41st Regiment 
vixa had been previously sent to that quarter- At the 
head of these, General Brock proceeded to the relief of 
Amherstburg, where he arrived on the 13fli of A,uguBt. 
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General Hull had not long temaiued in tba poation 
which he had taken np, until it was manifest to the 
British commander, that indecision and distrust reigned 
eveiy where throuj^out the American tines ; and that 
die militaiy talents of General Hull were f«r from being 
eommenanrate with the enterprise in which he had en- 
gaged, and that his taleiUs bad been sadlj OTerrated by 
nis government. In fact, it was evident that General 
Hull himself had already made this diacoTecy ; and <rf 
course these drcumstances were held u omiaout of 
his speedy oveithzoW' 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Oaural HaU comp^ed to retreat to taa mm TerrUory — 
Genera/ Broot arrivee at AjiAentbwg^Pffert Terms 
to Gtneral Hall for the Sarrender of DefroS — General 
HoB refiuea the Propontum—Tlie British Forcet ^eet 
a LamSing on the American Side ofthe Ritier — General 
Hull prapeeet a Omafion of Hoatihtiet — Term* of 
Surrender dictatpd to General ffnll tit hie own T'enf, 
by General Brock's Aids de Camp — Articles of Otjn- 
tulation — Jtfomliont of War Sfc. IfC. included in the 
Conquest — Remarks — General Brock's Proclamation 
to the Inhabitants of the Mchigm Territory— Trial 
of General Mill by a general Covri MartilU — 
Sentence IfC. 

Previous to the aniTal of Major General Brockj 
Colooel Proctor had commeneed active operations againut 
the enemy hy sending detachmenta across the river in 
order to cut off all communicationB between hia main 
body and the reserve This with other jadicious'arrange- 
ments had compelled th« enemy to retreat under ^e 
shelter ofthe mms of his own fort Several akiimishes 
had occurred, by which losses had been sustained upon 
boQi sides, but in all of which the Americans were com- 

gdled to retire and acknowledge the saperiority of the 
ritish anns; two in particular on the £th and 9th in- 
stants, were maintained with much bravery on both 
sides, and in boQi of which the loss of the American 
army was very considerable, while that of the British 
amounted, to three killed and fourteen wounded. 
Amongst the latter were Captain Muiiond Lieutenant 
Suthedand, of the 41st Regiment, two officers very 
justly distinguished by their chief. 

After the American army had ftgain crossed the 
river to their own territory, a porition opposite Fort 

D.5™t.b,Google 



nre-I^TE WAK. lot 

petnh wu taken up by the British, and oa the. 13th 
instaat Jwtferies \rere c6iiiin«>ce(] ; Knd allhoogh exposed 
to B well directed fire from a battery of seren twenty-four 
pomiderB, yet such was tbeii constructioD under the 
able directiona of Captain Dixon of the royal eng>neen, 
that die works weie omtinued without intermissioD until 
completed, without sostaining the least injury from the 
fire of the enemy. 

On the arrival of General Block at Amhersdiuig, not- 
Withstanding the finmidablc numerical strength of the 
ttiemy,^reparations were immediately, commeaced to 
fbllow him into his owa territory ; and on Saturday, 
the 15th instant, fbe British forces were collected in the 
nei^^bmhood of Sandwich tor that purpose, consisting 
of tnir^ of the Royal Artillery with three six pounders 
and two three pounders, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant IVoughtcoi, two hundred and fifty of the 41st 
Regiment, fifty of the Royal Newfoundland fencibles, and 
lour hundred Canadian mitilia, in all amounting to seven 
hundred and thirty, to whom six hundred kdians at- 
tached tfaeinselres, making an a^^regate of one thousand 
duee hundred and thirty. - ' 

About nocai, oa die same day, » fiag of truce 
was sent by General Brock to General Hull, with 
ainmmoDS fi>r the surrender of 'the town md fort 
of Detroit, stating that be could no longer restrain 
die fury of the Indians. To this an immed iate 
and spirited refusal was returned by (general Hull, stating 
that be was prepared to meet any force which might be 
■t the disposal of Gener^ Brock, and any consequences 
which might result from any exertion of it he might 
think proper to make. About four o'clock, the firing 
commenced firom the British batteries and was immedi- 
ately returned, which, continued without intermission 
unl^ about eleven o'clock that night. At dayliriit, 
next morning, the fire re-commenced upon both ^des, 
at whidi time Hk Briti^ were discovered landing their 
K ■ 
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troops at the SpriogweUs, three miles below DetFcnt- 
The IcdiaDB, in -the laean time,ha(l effected a lauding 
about two nuleg lower down, and moved up, taking a 
position in the woods about a mile and a half on 
the left. 

The Britiah force immediately advanced within about 
five hundred jards of the enemy's line, with a view to 
bnng him to a general action, General Brock having 
received infonnation thatColonelMc. Arthur, a distin- 
guished American officer who had left the garnson only 
a few day& previous, was now close upon hie rear, and 
tliat his cavalry had been seen that morning by soine o( 
the reconnoitering parties of the British. The Ameri- 
can army, having made a precipitate retreat into the 
fort, an assault was immediately decided upon- How- 
ever, for this time the etHision of blood was saved by 
tbeextenninatingGeneralHulI sending out apropositioQ 
for a cessatioii of hostilities, for the purpose of preparing 
terms of capitulation- 
Lieutenant Colonel Mc- Donald, provincial aid de 
camp, and Captain Glegg, aid de camp to General Brock, 
weie deputed by that general to proceed to the American 
general, to present the terms upon nhieh General Brock 
would be pleased t6 accept the surrender. In about an 
Itour the two aids returned to the British camp, with 
the condition, of cqntulation which tbey dictated to 
General Hull iu bis ov-n tent. The conditions were as 
follows : 

Article I. Fort Detroit with all the troops, regu- 
hi* as well as militia, wiil be immediately sqrrendered 
to the British forces under the command of the Major 
li^'nera! Brock and will be considered prisoners of war, 
witli the exception of such of the militia of the Mlcbi- 
piu Tcmtoiy at have not joined the army- 
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. II. AH paMic storej, arms nnd all public i^ocuments, 
ipctadiog every tiling else of a public nature, will b& 
immediately givea up.' 

III. Private persons and property of every descrip- 
tion will be respected. 

rV. His Excellency, Brigadier General Hull, havinj 
cKpresaed a desire that a detachmefft from the state of 
Ohio, on ita way to join hia army, as well as one sent 
from Detroit, should be included in the capitulation, it 
is accordingly agreed to. It is, however, to.be under- 
Stood, that such part of the Ohio militia as have not 
C^iiie army, will be permitted to return to their 
es, on contUtian- that ther will not serve during the 
war; their arms will be delivered up, if belonging to 
the public 

V. The mrrisMi will march oilit at the hour of 
twelve o'clock this day, and the British forces will take 
immediate possession of the fort 

Siimed, J. Mc. DONALD, Lieut. Col- 

Militia, P. A. D. C. 
J. B. GLEGG, Major, A. D. C- 
JAMES MILLER, Lieut. Col. 

5th Regt. U- S. lufantry. 
E. BRUSH, Coi. Commanding 
1st Regt. of Michigan Militia- 
Apj^aoed, W. HULL, Briga<!ier General 

Commanding the N- W. Army. 
ApprotKdy ISAAC BROCK, Major General. 

Ak Article ffBpptemen/aryfo Ihe Articlef of Capilvla- 

tioHy concludedat Detroit, the I6th of August, 1812. 

It is agreed that the oiGcers and soldiers of the Ohio 

militia and volunteers shall be permitted to proceed t» 

their respective homes, on tliis awditi&n, that thoy do 
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not serve Airing the presu^ war, unless fltey ue k%- 
ebauged. 

Siloed, W. HULL, Brigsdiet Geoeral 

CcnamandiDg U- S. N. W. Army. 

Sgmd, ISAAC BROCK, Major Geuenl. 

As Article in adStion to tHe nppTenienlary Artick of 
Q^ittUationf cwtcbided ai Dtiraif as tie 16Ui of Aa- 
gust, 1812. 

It is agreed that the officers and soldiers of the Midii- 
gaa militia and volunteers^ under the command of 
Major Wetherall, shall be placed on the same principles 
as the Ohio militia and vohioteers are placed by the 
supplementary^ article of the l€tfa Instant. 

Sgned, W. HULL, Brigadier General 

Conlmsnding X. W. Army U- S- 
ISAAC BROCK, Major Oenenl. 

By the surrender of Detroit, idiich clothed with fresh 
and accomnUtiiig glory the arms of Great Britun, and 
stamped in indelible cbaractera the terror which the 
name of a British soldier carries into 'the ranks of his 
enemy, an anny of two thousand five hundred of the 
choicest American troops became prisoners of war, and 
thir»^ree pieces of brass and iron ordnance fell into the 
hands of the conqnerors^* besides foar hundred rounds 
of twenty-four pound shot fixed, one hundred thousand 
cartridges made, forty barrels of powder and two thou- 
sand five hundred stand of arms.j| 

•J Etturn qf OrtnoMce tabu j» tkt Fort and BatterUa of Ik- 
trod, ^uguit 16th, 1813. 
Iron OrdoancE— nine Iwenty-toni' ponnden, eight twttn 

pDonilere, five Dtn« poandert, three six pODndera. 

Brass OrdnMcfe— three afi poundeni, two four poundere, one 

three gander, one eight inch bowilMr, one fivtt uul s half inch 

hovitur. 
Total of Ordnance taken— 33. 

(Signed,) FELIX TRODGHTON, Llent. 

CommuuUng Ro^ ArtilteiY. 
nOol, Cast's tetter lo the Aatericao Secreiarf of War. 



THE LATB WAR- 113 

On the day of the surrender of tlie town and tort of 
Detroit, the American army had fifteen days' provision 
of every kind on hand. Of meat there was plenty in 
the country, and arrtui^ments had been made for pur- 
cha.sing aud grinding the fiour. It was calculated that 
they could readily have procured three months' provi- 
sions, independent of one hundred and fifty barrela of 
fiouT and thirteen hundred head of cattle which had 
been forwarded from the state of Ohio, and remained 
at the River Raisin under Captain Bmsli, within t«ach 
of the army.' 

In endeavoring to appreciate the motives and to in- 
vestigate the causes which led to an event so unexpected 
and dishonorable aa the surrender of General Hull, it 
is impossible to find any solution in the relative strength 
of the contending parties, or in the measure of resistance 
in General Hull's power.']' Ho had a force at his dis- 
posal which was more than double the numerical strength 
of that of the British general, including six hundred 
IndiuiB which bad attachet^ themselves to the anpy ; 
yet, such was the decided bravery aud promptitude of 
General Brock and his Hltle band, that they were de- 
tnrmined to storm the American garrison and camp- 
But it would appear that General Hdl was not prepared 
for such prompt and decided meaMires as the handful 
of British regu^^s and Canadian milida were preparing 
to press upoo him ; he therefore surrendered at dis- 
cretitm. 

•Col. Cast's letter. 
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Geoerftl Bfock had jw sooner tftken poMCBsion of the 
fbrt audlown of Detnnt with the Michigan Tenltorjr, 
(MT which it is Ibe capital, Uian he ismed the following : 



PROCLAMATION. 

Proclamation by baae Brock, Eaiptirt, Major Gtaieral, 
commanding Hn Stajesty^i Force* in (Ae Pretmee (/ 
Upper Canada, Sfc- Sfc 

Whereas the Tenitoiy of Michigan was, this da^, 
by capitnlation, ceded to the arms of His Britannic 
Majesty, without any other condition than ihe protec- 
tion oi^irivate property — and wishing to gire an early 
proof oi^ the moderatioQ and Justice of Hu Majesty's 
government — I do hereby announce to idl the inhabit- 
ants of the said territory, that the laws heretofore in 
extstence tdiaU continue in force until His Majesty's 
pleasure he known, or sp long as the peace and safety 
jof^ the said territory will admit thereof^; and 1 do here- 
by also declare and meJce known to the said inhabitant^ 
that they shall be protected in the full exercise and 
enjoyment of their religion — of which alt personn, both 
civil and military, will lake notice and goveni them- 
sclves accordingly' 

AH persons having in their possession, ot having any 
knowledge of any public property, shall forthvrith deli- 
ver in the same, or give notice thereof to Ihe officer 
commanding or to Lieutenant Colonel Nicholl, who are 
duty authorised to t^ceive and give proper receipts fot 
the same- 

OlEcers of militia will be held responsible that all 
arm* in posseesioE of the militiaineD be inmie^taly 
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delivaed npj and ill Individnsls whatever who htm in 
their posseBBum urns of any kind, will deliTerdMm np^ 
mthout delay- 

Given vmder ny band, at VOnMy tUa 16f& day vf 
Aitgutt, IBIS, aMttt the 82d year i^ Bit Mqie$tft ragm 
Bod tttve the Sang. 

tSigned,) ISAAC BROCK, 

Major 0«nenl- 

Such was the glorious result, to Oie BritisK arms, of 
tbe first militaiy (q)eratioiis in Canbda, during die war- 
It had, however, an efiect throughout the whole of the 
United States,, to beget the most violent alterortioiis 
witfa respect to^ the conduct of General Hull. 

The goveisment contended that General Hull had 
been gmlty <^ the basest and most dast&rdly cowardice, 
while' he and his friends majntained that the means 
with whidi he was nipidied were inadequate to the 
mterpiise iritt wfaieh he was intrusted. A court nuti- 
fiti was (tfderei^ befee which ins condnet in'ttat affiiii 
underwent a candid u4' di^aenoMte iuTesligAtioD, 
and which, after maturely weighing the evidence in all 
its bearings, found htia guilty of n^eet of du^, imoffi- 
ceriike conduct and cowardice, and did tbeiefbie 
adjudge him to be ataot to-deadt; but die esurt^ cott- 
ndering the advanced ^p of tiie prisoner and hia 
rev<dntionary servi<!es, (lie b^ig a compatriot of the 
immortal Washington, V veoommended him to mercy. 
The President, al£ouglt hi^y qifwoving of the sen- 
tence <rf the courtj yet &oagh( pMiper ft) temit ifa 
execution- 

It has often been contended, by many penms of re- 
spectabili^ in the United Sl^sj 'Sal the aurrendn <€ 

IWe (ell it due to trnth— to govemmeot— to GeMnI Hull, 
«i4 W kU ptnoDB directly or indu«ctly mnccnMd wiUi U* &*!» 
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General Hail wa§ die result of bribery; however, no 
ciiciimatences oonaected with that ami will vamnt 
that conclusion ; nor can it, after a moment's refleetjoo, 
be conceived that it was tlie effect of cowardice. 

Oeneral HuU*i character, as a soldier in the Revolu- 
tiona^ War, Etood high ; and his capacity; to fill the 
rank he tben held in Uie service^waa never questioiied ; 
hit fidelity towards his govenunent Was ever bevond a 
Soubt, and his principles as on individual were blended 
with the finest DKNior. Bttt the general, aTter descend- 
ing far into the vale of lime, a period at which every 
faculty (tf the' mind becomes imbecile, and man is 
■gain in childhood^ is placed at the head of an nndid- 
{Uined army, (a situatkm he never before had fille^,*) 
with his imagination replete with honors of &i& most 
iearfal descriptton, at the &wful tales c£ the savage 
ferocity of the Briiiah and Indiataf which were pn^a- 
gated by igntwant and designing pec^le— hia ideas 
magnifying every danger in a tenfold proptution — hence 
he is rendered incapable of wielding me aimy entrusted 
to his oommaod, and thereftwe surrendered, aa he says, 
to.jHeTcffittheefiuwia of blood. . 

or rircumituicea leading to the ABntaflil capitulation at Detroit, 
tomiapendOBropiDion nntU a MdBctenor et light was sffbi^ed 
to GhwB away the donbta and sbadom that n*t«d on the ilrange 
ttanaactioD. But d«qbt hai resolred iteelf into ceitaiot;— we no 
longer faeiitate 10 joth in opiniim with -the whole people of the 
wen, " of ererf sect or petTOadon, religioua or political," that 
the arniy "t Detroit was treachoroDcly muren^eredi and that 
GeDenl Stock inatcid of Omeral HoUongbtto hare been the 
prisoner. Thiakiea is powerfully oiforoed by msnf private letters 
from gentlemen of the first respectability id tlie state of Ohio, 
who had opporlnnity to know the verity and atrei^th of the opin- 
loD advanced ; bat the detail by Colonel Gata [see appendiz.J !■ 
aDncIiuiTe->it it baidea sapported by a host of tettimony in all' 
theanbtulial bc«jt exposes. 

Atfcs' Regitto' — Saltmort.. 
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The foregoing pTem!se§ are sbppmted by the tenor of 
hia pFocIamation, as seafly eyery line of that document 
brealfies a terror not to be di^uisedJ ' It id ctHToborated, 
too, by lus commiintcatjon to Colonel Cass, aa appeara 
by that officer's lettet to the Hooorable William Eustis, 
wherd he says " I was informed by General Hull, the 
morning Sfler the capitulation, that Hie British forces 
eonslsied of eighteen hundred regulars, and that be 
surrendered to prevent the efiu^n of human btood.. 
That he mt^ified their regular foroe rteariy five fold, 
there can be do doubt." 



Ob, Google 



HtSTORT or 



CHAPTER XV. 

An Attack upmt the Post of Queenston by a Part of Ge- 
neral Fan RemeUaer^s Army, ander the coBunwtd of 
Gneral Wadsworth — Getieral Brock killed — CoUmel 
Mc. Donald mfvtalbf woaaded — Dies of his Woands — 
Arrival of a amall Smnforcement headed hi/ General 
Shelve who not" assamea the Command — Renewal of 
the Conflict — Ommmucatwtt opened with Ckij^awa — 
Victory declares herself on the Side of the British — 
Cowardly Conduct of theUmted States MilUia — Sui- 
render of General WadttBorth voith all the Forces under 
!Ui Conmtmd — Caimonadiwf between Porta -George 
and Niagarc^~-AstembUng of another American Force. 

However complete might have been the victory at 
Detroit to the British arms, yet^brieg of a much more 
brilliant cast awaited them in the defence of their coun- 
try. 

Dispirited at sucha total failure in General Hull's 
expedition, it became late in the season before die 
American government could collect a force on the fron- 
tiers, with which, with ai^ safety, another descent 
upon Canada could be made. At length, Major Gene- 
ral Van Rensellaer, of the New-York militiBj with a 
force of four thousand men under his command, (fifteen 
hundred of whom were regular troops,) established his 
camp at Lewiston, on the Niagara River, nearly half 
way between Lake Ontario and the Falls. 

Before daylight, on the morning of tlie 13th October, 
a large division of General Van Rensellaer's army, 
under Brigadier General Wadsworth, effected a landing 
at the lower end of the village of Queensfon, (opposite 
ti) Leniston,) and made an attack upon the position 
which was defended with the most determined bravery, 
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. by iLe livo flank companies of the 49th Regiment 
cotomasded by Captains Dennis and Williams, aided 
by such of the mihtia forces and Indiana as could be 
collected in tlie vicinitj-. Major General Brock, on 
receiving intelligence, immediately proceed.ed to that 
post, from Fort George, aud arrived at the crisis when 
the handfnt of British regulars and militia was compel- 
led to retire for a time before an overwhelming force of 
the enemy. However, on the appearance of theii 
gallant chief, the troops were seized with a fresh ani- 
mation, and were led on by that brave general to 
a renewedexertion'tomaintEdn the post ; but just at the 
moment of charging the enemy's position, within pistol 
shot of his line, and while his ranks wavered with 
hesitation. General Brock was killed by a musket 
ball, and with him the position was for a short time lost- 
Colonel Mc. Donald, His provincial ^d de camp, was 
mort<Uly wounded about the same time, who alterwards 
died of his wounds. 

A reinforcement of the 41st Regiment, commanded 
by Captain Derenzy, with a few of the Lincoln Militia 
and a Darty of Indians were immediately marched from 
Fort George to the succor of the troops at Queenston, 
under the direction of Major General Sheaffe who now 
assumed the command ; and persons who were, both 
by their situations in life and by their advanced age, 
exempt from serving in the militia, made common cause J 
they seized their arms and flew to the field of action.* 

The conflict was agmn renewed, and from the ad- 
vantageous position taken up by Major Norton, &e 

■Jud^ Clencli of Ni^ara, an nid half pay officer from Hii 
Majesty's cerrice, who haS, Ibr tome cause or other, some time 
previous, retired from the command of the 1st Lincoln Militia, 
in company with afcw otlierseqiiiHyeiemptfroni seirice, with 
a Iruly patrotic zeal, followed their beloved genersl from Fort 
George to Qiiecnston, and ranged themselves in the ranlu ai 
voluBleera, lo drive tlic enemy from tlieir shore. 
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IndiftDcbief, withbis wanin^oadte woody bnmpf die 
high gconndA, B aHnmunication was openM with Chip- 
pawa, fjpm whence captain Bnllock, of the 41st Regt- 
withadetachmentt^ that corps', was enabled to march 
for Queen stbh, and was joined mi the way by parttes of 
the Militia who were repairing from all quarters, with 
allthe enthnsiaBm imaginable, to the field of battle^ 
The fight was muntainedi upon both sides, with courage 
truly heroic. The Britidi regulars and militia chai^ 
in rapid succesnoo, against a force in nunibei far ex- 
ceeding their own, imtil they succeeded in turning the 
ieftflankof their column, which rested on the summit 
of the hUl — the event d' die day no longer appeared 
dsubtfuL ■ ' 

Major lOenenl Tan* Ren^Jl^ai', ccmunandin'^ Ib^ 
.American amiy, perceJTipg liiJs reinforcements embark- 
ing very slowly, "recrosseS the river to accelerate theii 
movements i but, to his utter aftonishment, he found 
that at the very moment when theii services vrere ioosl 
leqnired, the udor of the unengaged troops had entiiely 
subsided. Greneral Van Reneepaer ipde in all direc- 
tions through bis camp, ur^jing ids miett by every 
consideration to pass oyer. Lieutenant Colonel Bldome, 
who had been wounded ia ^e i^on and recroased the 
river, together with Judge Peck who happened to be ia 
LewistoD at the time, mounted their horses and rode 
through the camp, exhorting the companies to proceed^ 
but all in TEun.' Crowds of the Umted States militia 
lemain^d on the American bank of the river, to which 
they had not been manned in any order but ran as a 
mob ; not one of tbeia tfoiild crms. They had seen die 
Wounded teciMung ; they tiad seen (he Indians ; and 
were panic Etrock-f Tbere were VRetcbesl^tobe found 
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in die American ranks, who, at thig'crltical juncture, 
Gonld (^ of the CotutUvtion, and th« rig{it of the 
nilitia to refuse crossing the imaginary line which sepa- 
rates the two countiieE.* 

Ko sooner had the British forces suooeeded is turn- 
ing the left Qank of tBe enem;^ than he visibly began to , 
give way ; one grand efibrt was therefore made upon 
tbe crest of his position, in wliich the heights were 
earned Bt the point pf the bayoQet- 

Qmeral Van Rensellaer, having found that it was 
loiposdble to lu^e a man to cross the river to reinforce 
the army on the heights, and that army having nearly 
expended its ammunition, boats were immediately sent 
to cover their retreat j bat a desnJlory fire, which was 
maintained apon the ferry from a battery on the bank 
at the lower end of Queenston, completely dispersed 
the boats, and many of tbe boatmen lelanded and &ed 
in dismay, brigadier General Wadsworth was there- 
fore compelled, after a vigorous conflict had been 
maiDtaioEa for some time npon both sides, to surrender 
himself and , all bis officers with nine hondred men, 
between three and four o^cldck in the afternoon, to a 
force by far inferior to his in uumbets, which circum- 
stance speaks loudly in favor of the plan of attack 
adopted by ftfajor Cleneral Sheaffe-f 

'AmerScao Report of the QatOe of Qneenaton. 

■■ tGrest pniiae ii 1)e8toiPed on LieoCenstit Kerr of tbe GJengBiT 
Fessible Light lafantry, in General Sheafle's Report, for hit 
intell^Dce and active services wiiile employed in connnimica- 
tioiu vritli tbe Indian warriors and other flanking partiM during 
lb it conflict, 

Amongst the ofScers mendoned in the Report of Geoeral 
SheafTe, »a having particularly signalized themselvaa, appear the 
namea of the following of the militia force*, tor the gatlanfand 
steady manner thejrled the troops under their eommand into 
action, and, with that unpandlelsd biavery peculiar to Bril»b, 
L 
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Soon aftfrr Major Genetal Brock's wrival st Queens- 
ton, ID the morning, he had sent down an order t^oit 
GeorgBj for cannonading tlie American fort, Niagara; 
the operations of which were so ably directed by Colo- 
nel Olaus and Brigade Major Erans, who were left in 
c«nmand of Fort George and the adjacc'iit batteries, as 
eompletely to silence the American guns, and to force 
the guriacHk to abandon it and t^e Bnelter in places <^ 
more safety ; by which means much mischief was pre- 
vented to F(Ht Geo^ and Newark, as the enemy bad 
been throwing heated shot into tboae places.;}; 

The loss of die British aimy, in diis battle, did not 
exceed one hundred men; including killed, wounded 
md missing — while that on tbesideof the Americans, 
. including deserters, was not less than two thousand : but 
amongst the killed, the British government and the 
country had to deplore the loss of one of their bravest 
mid moet sealous ganerals, in Sir Isaaii Brock, and one 
whose memory will long live in the wannest affections 
of every Britiah subject in CaDada:[J 

troops, fur S lengtb of ttme saslaiued tile conflict with aa orer- 
vhclinin); enemy — vtx, LleDtenimt Colonels Botler aod ClsrlCi 
tisptairiK Ratt, Durand, Rowe, Applegarlh, Jas. Crooki, Cooperr * 
Robert Hamiltoo, Mc. Sven, and Duncan Cameron ; and Lieut. 
'Thomaa Butler, commanding a flank companjr of Liincoln 
Militia, and Lieutenant Ricbudaon, commanding a flank com- 
pAny of Vork Militia; Captain A. Hamilton ia likewise highly 
q>akea of, for hi^ lue^ilnesa and activity at the gtins under C^- 
tajn Holeroil, to wbase company he attached himself, after hriog 
diaabled from accomiianyittg his troop in the Niagara DragoQiu- 
to wliich be then belonged. 

tTha guDB in Pott George were nnder the'fmmediate direction 
of CsptMoi Powell and CenunHi of the Militia ArtUlerr, durina 
the lath. 

llSUchwactbehigtieMeem in trhkb the character of General 
Bro (* waa Leld even with the enemy that, daring the movement of 
the fiiDetal proceaaion of that hrave man, from Queenaton to Fort 
George, a diatance of serea milea, minifCs guns were fired at every 
Americui post on that part of the liae* ; and even the appeaiMte* 
of hottihtM was sutpeoded. -n-™. 
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Kodiing coald possibly excel the betotc bravery m*- 
aife^d on both sid^s, during this sanguinary contest 
Colonel Van Reasellaer, aid de camp to the general of 
that ndme, who led the van of the invading army, dis- 
played much real courage in the gallant and Intrepid 
manner in which he formed the division nnder his com- 
mand, on the margin of the river, and led them on to 
the attack. He even, after icceiviog ibui wounds, coo- 
tinned to issue hisorderb 

Captain Wool, on officer only twenty-six yearB of 
i^ likewise displayed great courage Mi self-devotedp 
ness to his country's service- 

The names also of Brigadier General Wadsworth, 
Colonel Scott, Lieutenant Colonels ChrisUe and Fen- 
trick, and Captain Gibson with several others of an 
inferior rank, are honorably spoken of in General Van 
Rensellabr'a conununicationa to General Dearborn on 
the subject. 

On llie mfHuing sobseqiient to the battle of Queens* 
ton. General Sheafie entered into an armistice with tha 
American general commanding at Lewiston, to be coo- 
fined to that part of the frontier comprised between 
lakes Ontario and Erie, subject to a condition fliat fort^ 
eight hours notice should be given by either party for & 
recommenc«ment of hostilities. This arrangement wa< 
at first censured, by individnals unaware of the mo- 
tives by which General Sheafie was actuated ; itwaa 
not, in the flush of victory, taken into consideration, 
that the number of American prisoners then in his chargs 
far exceeded the nnmerical strength of his army, when 
the I n dian force was withdrawn ; and that with lua very 
limited means of defesca, Im bad a frootiu ot fattjf 
miles topvMect. 
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The Americans, after recovering iti some measan! 
frcm the disasterous defeat with which they ha<^met ht 
the heights of Queenston, commenced the most vigoroUB 
and gi^^tic preparations for assembling another army, 
at Bu&lo, for a second descent upon the Nigara fron- 
tier, under the command of General Smyth; and if 
numbers constitute force, they had succeeded beyond 
theii most sanguine hopes. 

With an army, the least account of which, in any of 
the American reports, was ei^ht thousand strong — with 
^teen pieces of field ordnance — a populous and fertile 
country in his rear, and the facility afforded him by 
good loads to draw the supplies for his army, and to 
bring into the field a formidable artillery— General 
Smyth was enabled to come well prepared for the ent^- 

Srise in which he had engaged ; and so sanguine was 
e of the successful result of his expedition, that he 
yauntingly promised, ou the 10th of the month, " that 
in a few days the troops under his conunand would 
plant the American standard in Canada;" and in pursu- 
ance of which, he issued an order to the commaudBntof 
Fort Niagara, to save the buildings of Fort Gleorge and 
the adjacent tonn of Newark, as they would be requiicd 
for winter quartersfor the " Anny of the Centre." 

Such formidable preparations were hot unnoticed bj 
the vigilance of Qeneral Sheaffe and the efiicient offi- 
cers under his command ; but successfully to' repel such 
terrific odds was conceived to be, at least, very doubtful ; 
for, up to the _ period at which the American general 
had violated the terms of the armistice, not a sinf^e 
British soldier had arrived to reinforce the army ; and, 
after the confiict at Queenston, the militia, which con- 
stituted the majority of the British force, bad been 
permitted to return home to eecui^ the lemaindei o 
their harvest. 
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Howerer, on th« first slum being given of Ibe bostOe 
movements of this American umy, those Bnfficientljr 
harrasseil but loyal militiainen promptly retained to 
their wysts, fully detennined to dispute every inch of 
ground while a num was left to defend it. 

The flaming piodamatioiM 1^ General Smytb— the 
extended columns of cavalry aad io&ntry, and the im- 
mense park of artilleiy with which he was enabled to 
line the American shore — and the continued marching 
and coDntermarching of countless battalions — trended 
with all the pomp of nar asd parade of martial bombast 
which the prolific mind of General Smyth was capable 
of calling ioto contribution, for the purpose of intimida- 
tion — were lost. upon men so firmly attached to tfaeii 
kio^and devoted to the Bendeet^ their oountry. ' 
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CHAPTER XVI 



The American Forcei, auembied on the Niagara itiMj, 
placed VMder the Command of General Smyth — Ano- 
ther Invasion of Canada — The Invaders conpklely 
repelled — IntUgnant Feelingt 0/ the American Troops 
at the Conduct qf General Smyth — Second Attennpt of 
General Smyth to invade Canada — Con^kte Faihre 
tn that Atten^t — The American Army retires to Win- 
ter Quarters — Geographical Detcnptian of the Country 
in the Vkmity of -Niagara and Qaeenalon — Bemarla 
on the Conclusion of the first Year's Can^qign — Effett 
the Result of tlie First ndUtary Oper(Uiona had on (Ae 
pvh&c Mind in America — Proposals of Mr. Madison 
for Terms of Paeijicaiion — Rejection of those Terns. 

The AinericBn armj lay in camp along the Kncft, 
until the latter part of the month, daily gathering fresh 
accesdoDS of strength. During Ui^ 2&th and 2Gdi, the 
inoyf ments of General Smyth appeared to menace an 
immediate invasicu. 

On the monuDg of the 2?th, at daybreak, agreeably 
to an order of G!enerU SheaSe, issued the previous eve- 
ning, the gunsof Fort George with those of the batteries 
ID ue vicinity, eimultaneously opened afire on Fort 
Kiagara, which was continued throughout the day ; and, 
according to the American official accounts^ with coua- 
derable execntioD. 

Oo the sight of the 28th, a strong corps of the ene- 
my under Colonel Boerstlerand Captain King, aided by 
a party of seamen, crossed the river about two miles 
below Fort Erie, apparently for the purpose of siezing 
die batteries, preparatory to the movement of the main 
body of Geoaral Smyth'a fbice. The batteries were 
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eav«red by detechraents from the 49tb Re^ment, com- 
manded by Lieatenaote Bartley and Lamoat, nfao 
defended their posts with the accustomed braveiy of the 
corps to which they belonged ; bat the overwbelniiDg 
foice of the enemy obliged them to retire. 

In diis cfmtest. Lieutenant Lammit ttrs severely 
wounded, baring received Qot less than twenty-ostt 
bnck'shot in difierent.parta of his body, and the detach- 
ment under his command literally " cut to pieces."' 
Lieutenant Bartley, after making a circuitous retreat by 
the edge of the woods, joined Captnit Whelan of the 
Kewfoundlaod Fendbtes, who, with his own company 
and three companies of the 3d Regimetit of Linixdn 
Militia, was repairing in doaUe quiek time to'the relief 
of the forces defending the batteries- The enemy ha<^ 
by tiiifl time, giioed possession of the works- 

The enemy was i^iain assailed, an escalade ww 
e&ected, and the batteries le-takea at the point €( tha 
bayonet 'A most de^terate resistance was made by the 
^my , but without efiect Certain King, of the .^eri- 
caa forces, a twave and meritorious officer, and about 
thirty-eight non-cMnmissioBed officers and rank and file, 
were made prisooere of war. Coknel Boerstler re- 
crossed the river ; and fnna the number o[ killed and 
wounded of the Americans strewed over the ground on 
which the conflict was mtdatained, it was evident thej 
had sufiered very eeverely. 

Upon hearii^ ^ fire <tf the eontendii^ parties, 
Coltuiel Bishop, who commanded at Chippawa, immedi- 
ately ordered the militia under Lieutenant Colonel Clark 
and Major Halt towards the scene of action. Major 
Oimsby, too, commandant of Fort Erie, marched widi 
a part of his command, consisting of a detachment of 
the 4Sth Regiment, to the succor of the troops engaged ; 
bvt these detachments Mdy arrived in time to witness 
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tiie gaOaot onduct of Hbeii brethicn in umi, who had 
ef^ctuall^ repelled the umders bam the shotea oi Oust 
comitry- 

By the tmited exertions ot Captain £if>j of Ae Mi- 
Gtu Artillery, and Boinbai>dier Jackson of the Royal 
Artillery, -with the men under ibeir conunand, the guns, 
which ue enemy had dinnoiuited on learii^ the bat- 
toies, were lepUced oa Aeir carriages and brought to 
bear upon &e letieatiag boats with much efieet. 

General Smytit was contemned and ridiculed by peo-- 
pie of all ranks and conditioBS in tiie United States, for 
his pusillanimous coudact in the management of this 
expedition ; and in otdvty in aome measure, to wipe off 
tbe stain which justly adhered to his character, he i»o- 
nised to make a more effectual attempt ; but scarcely did 
even this pK»nise suffice to suppress the indignant feelings 
which his conduct had already excited in the minds of 
the oScen and meo of Ms onny- 

In punraanee of General Smyths promise, the army 
ttnder bis coramanA was collected at Black Rock, for 
die purpose of making another attempt upon Canada, 
on ma monin^ of the I'sf DecenAer, at thrae o'clock ; 
and at half post four o'clock, the troops and ordnance 
were all embarked and in readiness to proceed te the 
eppoote side of the river. 

GenerelP. B. Porter had, pursuant to GeneralSmyth's 
orders, [daced himself in a boat, acoompanied I^ Major 
Ch(^»n with a few other officers and about twenty-five 
Bufnlo volunteers, at the right of the first line which 
extended nearly half a mile, to lead the van of the en- 
terprise. But *' at dayhgnt," says General P(«terin 
bis expoM of that afiair to the public, " we discovered 
the troops disembarking, and were infermed that the 
invftsiDa of Canada had been abandoned for Haa scmob, 
■ocltbattiieAroopsweKwdeFedtowialeiiiwnin- A. 
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scene of confusion ensued which is difficult to describe : 
About four thousand men, without order, or restraint, 
discharging their muskets in every direction." 

After such a base betrayal of the trust' reposed in 
General Smyth by his government, a flag of truce ar- 
rived from that general to Colonel Bishop, who had 
taken command of the troops in the neighborhood of 
Foit Erie, for the surrender of the fort and troops under 
his command. " Let your general come and take the 
fort and troops," was the reply of that officer ; but 
Genera] Smyth did not apparently covet another rencon- 
tre ; luB troops therefore disappeared, and he retired ' 
from the eervlce. 

The British forces engaged in this affiiir received the 
unqualified approbation of the conmiander in chief. 
Indeed, when it is considered that Colonel Bishop, with 
a handful of regnlus and, militia, successfully repulsed 
mch a formidable inrssion, language seems barren to 
mete their |vait& 

Thus terminated the campaigns of 1812 on the Cana- 
dian frontiers. The afiairs on the Lakes were not attended 
with any thing of sufficient importance to claim a notice 
in general history. The American army under General 
Dearborn, which was iptended to make an attack upon 
Lower Canada, had lain comparatively dormant, suffering 
the season to glide past without scarcely being heud oi, 
until the winter began to set in, when it removed into 
quarters more suitable to that season of the year. 

The disappointments and defeats of Generals Hull, 
Wadsworth and Smyth were sufficient lessons, however, 
to admonish the American government, that the jidelUy 
of IRi Majegty't CoMuRan ftbjecU towardt the British 
govertmenl arid constiftitton, Ktu founded vpon too solid 
a batis to be ikook by any effort in the poictr of that 
t lo nakt 
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For the benefit of the distant reader, it migbt not be 
improper to close the account of this campaign with « 
geographical description of the theatre of military ope- 
rations, that a more correct idea may be farmed of tha 
manaeuvriiig of the armies, and of the strengdi of tb« 
positions for which they had to contends 

QueenstoQ is a neat little town about seven miles be^ 
low the Falls of Niagara, at the head of the narigabls 
waters of that strait. It is overlooked by a steep hill, 
called Queenston Heights, probably more than three 
hundred feet above the level of the river — the position 
forwhich the conflict with General Wadsworth'a divtaion 
was m^Dtained. Queenston is the place of depot for 
all public stores and merchandise which are brought to 
diat place from Kingston and Lower Canada. Public 
stores for forts Erie and Maiden, and merchandize for 
all the country above, as weU as the returns of furs and 
produce by that route downvrards, are all stored for a 
time at Queenston. They are transported over the car- 
mng place by wagons, a distance of ma« miles, to and 
from Chippawa above the falls. Queenston is an eXeei- 
lent harbor — deep water and good anchorage — the baaks 
on both udea are elevated, and the landscape probably 
amoDgst the most splendid and subline in the world. 

NewaHc;^ is on the same side cf the tbe river with 
Queenston, close to where the Niagara river emptiet 
into Lake Ontario. Upon the evacuation of the western 
posts by the British, Fort Kiagaia, on the oppomte aid* 
of tbe river to Newark, vras surrendered to tbe United 
States. The ate for this ftnt was selected in 17S1, by 
the French, and was considered as the key to.the inland 
GOuntiT- In its best state it was, however, only a reaa- 
part of earth, scarped with & stockade, and a spacioua 
barrack vrithin tbe vroika. The encroachment of ths 
waters thieatens to uodermine it ; but a work haa bo«a 

^Now Niagan. 

D.5™t.b,Google 



TfiE LATE WAS. 131 

«teeted, of thft sune nuterialswitb Niagara, called Fort 
Geoive, on the British side of the river, on a position 
which seems, by being more elevated, to command tha 

Cition of Fort Niagara ; but the works on both sides 
e been sufiered to fall into a state of dilapidation, 
especially that of Fort George. The point blanc distance 
of the two works is very Uttle over a mile ; and about 
three quarters of a mile, of a beautiful plain, separates 
Fort George and Newark. 

The war, by this time, had become very unpopular 
throughout the United States ; and the pe<^le, becoming 
every day more and more discouraged from the frequent 
disasters which befei their armies, and which every 
day's report was sounding in their ears, seemed to betrsy 
a strong anxiety that matters should be adjusted between 
the British government and tiiat country, upon any sort 
of reasonable terms ; but this Mr- Madison and his sa- 
tellites prevented by offering the most ridiculous and 
absurd terms of arrangement, on the least approaches to 
na amicable understanding that would show itself upon 
either side. 

The Preddent proposed an (UiruSti(!e, oo condition 
that the Orders in Council should be immediately re-* 
scinded and that the system of blockade should not be 
revived — and that all American seamen. On board of 
British shipping, should be forthwith discharged, without 
say condition or limitation as to hotv they might have 
become American citizens — and that a stop would be 
pot to searching American vessels for British seamen- 
Thus did the American ruler demand that all advantages 
shonld preponderate on his side. The unconditional 
repeal of the Orders in Council did be require — the 
imioediate discharge of every man, in the British navy, 
who had ever obtained a certificate of American citizen- 
ship, (and the most scrupulous honesty was not at all 
times observed either in giving or receiving those cetti' 
ficates,) and that the system of blockade shoidd not b« 
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rerived. And what was to be the return for which th« 
British goTtmment should make all these concessions ? 
Verify M-- Maditon would aiupend, for a lime, (that is, 
during his sovereign pleaanre,) the opcratioiu of Mi 
nighty means <^ warfare agaimt Great Bnlaai. To 
concede to sui:^ propositions was not consistent with 
the honor of a great and mighty nation like Great Bri- 
tain : they were therefore rejected- The President, in 
a subsequent message to Congress, complained loudly t^ 
the conduct of the British government, in rejecting every 
proposal for a pacific arrangement which had yet been 
o^red ; and he even indulged in a series of the grossest 
misrepresentations. He reiterated his old assertion, 
that tike Indians in the service of the British government 
had been guilty of the meet unheard-of atrocities to wards 
sach of the American people as had fallen into their 
hands as prisoners of war; and contrasted the conduct 
4^ the British with the pacific disposition evinced by 
the people of the United States, who, he stated, were 
only anxious to promote civilization among the Indi^ 
tribes- But probably Ihe best evidence, as regards the 
humaniW of the British and Indians in this respect, may 
be found in the despatches of General Brock to Sir 
Oeo^ Prevost, dated Head Quarters, Detroit, 17th 
August, 1812. *'Many of the Indian nations," saya 
be, "when this contest commenced, were engaged in 
ftcdve warfare vrith the United States, notwithstanding 
the constant endeavors of this government to dissuitde 
them from it- Some of the principal chiefs h^pened 
to be at Amberstburg, trying to procure a supply of arms 
and ammunition, which for years had been withheld, 
agreeably to the instructions received from Sir Jamea 
(^aig» aad since repeated by your Excellency. ^ 
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" Fiom that m<Hnent they look & most acttre put, 
and appeared fbreiKOBt on eveiy occaalOD' They were 
led yesterday by Colonel Elliot and Captain Mc. Eee, 
and nothing could exceed their order and steadiness. 
A few prisoners were taken by them dnring the advaOicet 
whom they treated with every hnmaoity ; and it afibids 
me much pleasure in assuring your Exrallency, that 
Buch was their forbearance and attention to what was 
required of them, that the enemy sustained no other loss 
ip men than what was occasioned by the fiie of ouf 
batteries." 
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Engagement between ibe Gvnier and Conslilution-^Al- 
temptsmade to board the Conatitvtion — The Guemere 
rendered completely vmnanageabk — She turrenders — 
Remarks- 

A PERIOD, moat of the events ot which have vist 
passed in review, must now be returned to. An ardent 
BDXiety had been for some time expressed, both in Great 
Briton and America, that the Britiwi and American navy 
should hftve an encounter — of the result of which, no 
doubt, on either side, appeared to be entertained- The 
day, however, arrived. 

On the lath of August, in latitude 40 degrees 20 
minutes north and longitude 55 degrees west, off the coast 
of Labrador — the Guerriere, (British fiigate,^ Captun 
Docres, and the Constitution, (American frigate,) Cap- 
tain Hull, met — the former of which rated thirty-eight 
guns but mounted forty-nine and mastered at quar- 
ters, at the commencement of the action, two hundred 
and forty-four men and nineteen boys^: the latter rated 
tbrty-four guns but mounted fifty-six, of uncommonly 
heavy metal, and mustered at quarters, at the commence- 
ment of the action, four hundred and seventy-^x men, 
almost double the number of the Guerrieje. 



fit is probably not novorlliy of remark, that oo board of the 
Guerriere at the time of this er^Bpcioent, there were ten American 
■eamen who lisd fur a number of ye^n belonged to her ; but as 
the declaration of wir bj the United States, vai Dot known at 
the time of her sailing, ao opportunity of couree had aince that 
periodoffcreditself for dischareing them. The gallant and gene- 
rous Dacres, however, conceiving it to be unjust, in.the extreme, 
to compel them to fight against tjieit countrymen, ordered them 
lo quit Hieir quarters and go belotr. 
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Tlie Guerrierc, being onhur return from a cruise — lier 
foremast and bow^rit both considerably crippliid, and a 
gi'eat part of her fore rigging gone — discovered a sail on 
her weather beam, which aftenvarda proved to be the 
Uuited States frigate ConBtitution, bearing down before 
the wind. She immediately made sail and gave chace ; 
ail hands were called to quarters and the ship cleared 
for action. 

At abont twenly miautea past four, the frigates came' 
to close quarters, and a heavy fire was continued for 
some time. About halfpast five, the mlzen maat of the 
Gnerriere was shot away and fell over the starboard quu- 
ter, which brought the ship to the wind against her 
helm, and lefl her expoaed> to' a galUng fire from the 
Constitution, which ha!d placed herself on the larboard 
Iww of the Guerriere^ and was rakiog her fore and aA. 
At the same time, her manues and riSemen were pick- 
ing fn»n the decks of the Guerriere all whom diey louuA 
(i> be most efficient. 

Several.attempts were made by Qie ciew <£ the Gnei^ 
rieie, tobotfd her opponent; but the sea ran so high, and , 
the ship refusing to answer het helm, it was found to 
be impracticable. 

At twenty minutes past si^t, &e fofre and maiif masts 
Afthe Guerriere went over the starboard side, which com- 
pletely rendered the guns on that side useless ; and just 
as the ciew bad finished clearing the «:reck, the B{^t-s^I 
yard gave way, which left tire ship an nnmanageablc 
^vreck in the trough of the sea, rolling her main-deck 
' guns under water. The Constitution, which had pre- 
vioosly shot ahead to refit, had now completed and 
returned to the contest; when Captain Dacres called 
together the few officers who remained, and held a short 
consultation, (he result <rf which was, that they eon 
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crired uiy further reaatanoe a useless waste of valuable 
lives ; the Union Jack was, tberefoK, taken from the 
stump of the mizen mast, whete it had been, fioia 
Decessitf , uiuled fast. 

Oa board of the Gnerrieie, there were fiiWn killed 
and 'ixty-three wounded ; smcmgBt the lattei of whom 
was Captun Dacres, vrtto reeeived a severe contusion in 
the back ; and on board of the Constitntitni, then weiie 
eight killed and twelve wounded. 

No blame could possibly be attached to the offioem 
and crew of the Ouemere : she was defended with the 
most consummate skill and gallantry, against a force 
almost double their snpericH' in strength, in alraost every 
point of view, and only sorreodered when further insist- 
ence would have been the moat prodigal waste of lives 
of the bnve crew that had already done theii duty to 
their kug and countiy. 

It redounds much to the honor of the Umted States-^ 
Uie manner in which tiie officers and seamen of the 
Constitution conducted themselves towards their prison- 
ers. It was die conduct of the brave towards the orave, 
and the wounded were attended vrith every mark of 
kindness- 
Language fails when a description is attempted of the 
triumph of tbe people of the United States, on hearing 
of this, their first naval victory (if after such an unequal 
contest it might be so called,) over " the lords of the 
main," who, until now, had driven every other power 
from the face of the ocean that ventured to contest their 
dominion on that element. Public entertainments, of 
the most splendid description, were prepared by the citi' 
zena of Boston, for the officers and crew of the Consti- 
tudoD, on their landing at that place; and, in every 
town through which Captain Hull passed, the example 
of the citizens of Boston was faithfully copied. 
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The vnt was now becoming popular tbrou^out 
Ameriot; and it wag in oontemplirfioii to augment tbe 
AsietiCBa navy, so u to cope vnih thai of Great Bntnin- 

AUfaoagh theie were some unthinking people in £u^ 
land, who censured Captain Dacres for not rather (lavij^ 
allowed himsetf and crew to go to the bottom than to 
haTe suneiulered to ah enemy whom they looked upon 
aft contetii^blc, yet there were others — and those, loo, 
who were more capable of forming a juster valoe 
o£ the American character, and wbo made a proper es- 
timate of the relative strength iof the two vessela — who 
formed i^uite a different opinion on the subject- 
To the gnmsdlesB apprehension!!, generated in a mo- 
ment of disappointment, the best answer probably which 
could be made, is dintained in die follomng very sen- 
sible and very pertinent remarks*, whieb may be 
read nith iutere^ when the puny havat force of Ame' 
nca shall be fo^tt^n. 

" There are three of the Ameiican frigates, viz- — the 
Constitution, the President and the United States, which 
were originally intended for tine of battle sliips, and 
are of one thousand six hundred tons burthen and up- 
wards, admeasurement. The V carry fourteen twenty- 
four poundft long guns, at each side on their main deck, 
and are armed on their quarter deck and fiireta.stle, 
which nearly meet, with fourteen thirty-two pounders, 
caiTonades, on each side — making a total of fifty-six 
guns heavy. By their capacity, this battery is elevated 
possibly ten feet above the lead water line, ffroM ihw 
lower side of the main deck ports- 



'Copied from a respectable English ptiiwlical cf that 

day. 
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" It ia right fm^i to remark, tbat this great capacity- 
enables them to poesees omiiderablT larger scuttles wi 
ventilatiDg them between decks ; and by snob eombiaed 
povrei of space aad air, they are enabled to cany a 
tximpleipentof from four hundred and fifty to five bun* 
dred men- 

" It is also worthy of remaric, that lias portkn (rf theii 
navy forms the efite of the corps, basbeen loi^;in cohh 
mission, and cconmanded by their best officers; addrto 
which, that tbey are onr own degenerate sons that mas 
them, many of whom are absolutely fighting ageJnsl^UB, 
(as it were,) with halters about their necks. 

" The outcry made against the govemmeal is, diat 
this small comparative force has not been already swat- 
lowed up- They, however, bko a ' mousa on Salisbury 
Plain,* and having a roving commisgioD, are of course 
Twt loTigin one spot. When met at sea by the Querriere 
and Macedoniaa, two of our heaviest fiigates novia 
commission, the fight was between single ships, and the 
r^ult has been known, to tbesOTrow certainly of all 
lovers of their country. 

" But will if be asserted by any ime, diat our whole 
frigate navy must be remodeled, in consequence <rf tbis 
check I Would it not be better at once to declare, that 
these three ships, viz. — the Constitution, President and 
United States, are line of battle ships, having equipments 
in men and ordnance and capacity equal thereto ; and 
exonerate our Captains of frigates from going alongside 
of them, unlesa assisted by some additional force } 

" It should be remembered by the British public, 
that a captain of a British thirty-two gun frigate mount- 
ing only twelve pounder carronades, is bound to fight 
any single decked ship (meaning Aereby 'gun-deck,' 
as contradistinguiBhed from 4]uarter-deck and forecastle, 
though their two platforms nearly meet,) aad coase- 
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B iBio battl^ B mlling sacrifice to the 



honor oTfike flag whose independeiice he is most cer- 
taialj bound to maintain. But sorely tbere aboold be 
some boonds ta sach honorable chivsiiy- Fonnerly it 
wu necessary, or it least thoo^t so« loi a regiment to 
Kmain under a seven galling fire which posnbly tbOT 
' could not return to advanta^, merely becanse a Britim 
■ddier wu oever to turn his back oa an enemy- B«t 
meh coun^ is better moused now a days, uanks to 
Lmd Wellington- and other able men who nave learned 
at his kodship's school. Aad why not pennitour frigates 
(of whieh, I repeat it^ the Gaemere and Uacedonian an 
IB good specimens of force as we can bnng ; and being 
ba& t^Eea in single action shows, that they are not 
equal to such inmates of the American navy as bef<m 
described,) to retire frmn such force, as ibey are accus- 
tomed to do from two decked ships f 

"It is said by scHne, who radier delist in edAttiog 
my loss {f war, (this country must in common share 
with other natu)Ba,)'as die faults (^ the petsons whose 
eanse thev do not espouse, that we do not man our ships 
■uffiuently. Why not, sfff they, muster the same num- 
ber of meH' as the Amencaa frigates ? Tbt answer 
is-«asy— our frigates cannot stow them; «id if stow 
Ihem, or rather crowd them, diey could not take tiw 
neoeoaiy supplies^crf' jnfvmcms mr the usual period 
of a C4»nm<m foreign servioe, in yAatsb BiitiBh ship* 
ptng are chiefly engsf^ in «iKiseqiien«e of our vast 
dfHDinions dircnd «nd exten^To ctnanmdal lel&tknu. 
Our frigates tk the fifst class, with the- exception of 
the EndymiOD and Cambria, the former now repair- 
ing, and the latter either bdcen to pieces w about to 
be, are about one thousand and fifty tc»is, lax hun- 
dred tons lest than eitbex of d» Aineiieao frigstei: 
befiMra desCdbed. 
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"It nay be then sud, and indeed is slicady said, 
build dKin ! Thui cedsinlji ashy b« done, and jho- 
' b^Iy will he. done to.a. pn^et ezt^t, if naj fit tvo 
decked elups vrhose upper works «« u a state Of 
decavr cbn be found, to cut domi*. It i> also pos^ 
Ue mat the departmeBl (rf goremmenl to which this 
gimt ae^anaibili^ attacbeii, may be dilated to do 
so.; time, howerer, must be allowed fox mch a fto- 
ceas- It is sacy for people who know liKle of the 
sub^t, la clainx wby have we qot this or that, &e 
iQomait it is wanted. Da oui conDtrymen, at least 
the aensSxle put, f<Hget that out navy, with the most 
li^d economy, costs us twenty mmions sterling ao- 
avally, and mmld il s«ch piodigtltty were nsed, coat 
US dui^ miUiens^ Do they forget of what perisha- 
ble materiala ships aie cfonposed? Do ftey fiM^et 
that dreadful disease^ the dry rot? Bnt suppou we 
had Aree, or four, or six, say, of this descnption of 
frigates, bke the Americaia, either building or catting 
down larger afaips &i the pmpoae, it ini^t h^>peii, 
and most tikely would haj^sen, that they never would 
meet the large Americuis. The two finest British 
Ecigates, the findymicm and Cambrian, have, I will 
not say sever been engaged at all, but, certainly ne- 
vet with a firigate of any degcrij[4ioa- 

"But even admitting Aat we had them, and that 
Asy £d meet, m^ht not smoe of oui fast sailing two 
deck shins, &o« in the Americau seas, be equiUy and 
sneeessfiuJy cmployed^—oay, better^, tor the certainty 
of victoty, mth- a eonipanitively lets loss, weuM be 



*Tbae Mmttia an aaly a4fitei SO the perio.1 in wbich ttie 
war was iDprogren ; bnt it tn- ^t be recollected it is of that period 
' that the BUUiQr is vriting ; sad he it anxious that not Oiily the 
lafent Mgc, In which he writPH, but posterity may b« mnde 
acqaainted with all the circumBtancef under which the wu wm- 
voMcoied oo-tmth sMw. 
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greater. On the whole, therefore, I coneiiler that the 
nation should at once vote, as it were, these three 
American toi diaaat frigates, line of battle ships ; and 
Buppwt a man, and not run hia character down, who 
considered it right to retire from one. Thev would 
then be of no more consequence than any otner ships 
of war ; and, by being liable to capture by one of oui 
two deekera, are the descriptioD of ships, that, if the 
American war could long continue, would be too ex- 
pennrefbt frigates, and not of force ibr tibe lioe. 
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CHAPTEll XVIII. 



A number of iiierchttnt Vessels captured by lite Host of 
Antencan Primleers which began to inftit Itw Ocean- 
Engagement between the BriiitA armed Brig FtoUc 
and the United States Sloop of War Wasp — Crew of 
the Wasp boards the FroUc— Frolic captured — Arrival 
of the Poictiera of seventy-four Guns, which ctmdacts 
both of the Vessels into Bermuda — Captain Jones, of 
the Wasp, amres in the United Slates — Action between 
the Macedonian and the United States — Macedonian 
ctmtured — Capttdn Garden's Reception on Board the 
Umted States — Action between the British Frigate 
Java and the United States Frigate Constitution — 
CaptaiM Lambert mortaUg wawtded-~'Capture of 0»e 
Java—Reaarla. 

Fresh proofs were Av&y BMUmuliLting, that the naval 
loTCeB of America were not wanting in pmnt of valor 
and naval tacdce, as was by many, at the conimence-' 
meat of the war, anpposed to be the case ; but that they 
were probably, at some future period, sbould the war 
continue, destined to dispute the dominion of the ocean 
with Britania herself. American privateers began to 
swann from every port in the United States, by which 
numeroUBCaptuiesof British trading vesseli were made; 
besides which, repeated engagements with the public 
armed vessels were occurring, amongst which was an 
encounter between His Majesty's armed brig Frolic asd 
the United States sloop of war Wasp. 

On the morning tit the 18di of October, in latitude 
36 dM. N. and long. 64 deg. W. — His Majesty's anned 
brig Frolic, Captain Wbinyates,beingon ber homeward 
bound voyage from the Bay of Honduras, having under 
convoy six richly laden merchantmen from that quarter, 
while the crew were employed repidring damages wbicb 
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Uke had sustained the preceding night in a violent gtde 
of wind, in which she had carried away her main-yard, 
lost her top-sails, and spniug her niain-lop-mast, she 
descdcd a strange sail which gave chase to t^ convoy- 
Captain VVhinyates immediately dropped astern ; and, 
not yet aware of Ihe war be twetai' Great Britain and the 
United States, he hoisted Spanish colors, with a view 
to decoy the sail and give the convoy time to esciqpe. 

About ten o'clock, the sajl closed with the Fn^c, 
andproved to be the American sloop of war, Wasp 
Captain Jacob Jones. A close and spirited action com- 
menced ; the iire was mtuntained on board the Frolic 
'with such animatian, foratime, and apparently with 
racb good eflect, as encouraged every hope of a speedy 
lenniuation in theii favor; but the gaff-head braces 
being shot away, and the main-mast entirely stript of 
canvass, the brig became completely unmaaageable- 
The enemy, taking advantage of this, shot ahead and 
raked her fore and aft, wbde the 1*10110 was unable to 
bring a gun to bear on her anb^ouist- 

Tb6 1V«^^^ todti^ bet podtioa on (he larboard 
nde of the Frolic, and cmtinued to pour in a most 
destructive fire. Hie Frolic, at length, fell with her 
bowE^t between the main and mizen rigging of the 
enemy, when she was unmediately boarded and the 
Bfitian colors hauled down, within about fi% minutes 
after &e commencement of the action- 

What miut have been the astonishment of the Ameri- 
can seamen, when they found not a man alive on the 
deck of the Frolic, except three officers and the mariner 
at the wheel. Such was die determined bravery with 
which the Frolic was defended; and nothing but the 
crippled state of tilie brig, occasioned b^ the heavy gale 
she hod enoouatered the preceding lught, could have 
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„.„„Qjt on such a speedv and disasterous issue, tts the 
vessels were nearly equal m stresgth, both as regarded 
men and guns. 

The loss of the Frolic, in this sanguinEkiy enj^age- 
ment, was thirtv killed and fifW wounded ; while in 
the Wasp, the loss was only tiiffing. 

On (he same day, while Captain Jones was refitting 
in order to convey his prize into port, a sail hove in 
sight, which proved to be the British ship of war, 
Poictiers, of seventf-four gans, commanded by Cap- 
tain Sir John fieresford, who re-captured the Frolic, 
find captured the Wasp, conducting both vessels into 
Bermuda. 

A short time after, Captain Jones was exchanged ; 
and the demonstrations of joy widi which he was re- 
ceived is flie United States, were ahnost wittiout a 
paralld. 

The Congress presented the officers and crew of the 
Wasp vrith the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars as 
a compensation for the loss of their prize ; and Captain 
Jones was appointed to the command of the Macedo- 
nian frigate, which the United States government had 
purchased from the captors. 

The American navy was destined, before the teimi- 
nation of this ye^r, to acquire yet fiirther triumphs on 
theoceani which, the high character maintained for a 
series of years by the British navy over the naval forces 
of fiiose powers with whom they had been at war, 
rendered, at once, a subject of astonishment and t^- 



Early on the morning of the 25th 'of October, 1812, 
a few minutes after daybreak, His Majesty's frigate 
Macedonian, commanded by Captain John Suqnai). 
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CaTden, in lat- 29 deg. N- and hmg. 39 deg- 30 m- 
W., descried h sail to leeward, which, aflei Btanding 
for it some time, was dkcoyered to he an American 
frigate of the largest class, called the United States 
and GomnuLnded by Commodoie Stephen Decatur. 

About nine o'clock] tbe jHgates neared each other, 
and the United States opened her fite, which was inune- 
djalely retained by the Macedonian ; but, by reason of 
the enemy keeping two points off ^e wind, Captain 
Garden was prevented coming as close to him as he 
wished- In this utuation, so discouia^g to the officers 
and crew of the Macedonian, her ^uns being of so mueh 
lighter caliber than those of the enemy, the action 
Taged for an hour; after which the enemy hacked and 
came to the wind, when the Macedonian brought her 
la close quarters^ However, it was soon discoverable 
that, even then, the snpedor strength of force of the 
enemy rendered the Brrasb frigate a very unequal 
miteh. 

Tet, Dotwithatanding the great disparity qf force. 
Captain Garden maintained the battle iot two hours 
and ten minutes, vainly hoping that scHne fintunate 
occnrrence might tarn the engt^ement in his favor ; 
doiine which tune, the mizen-mast of the Macedonian 
was mot away by the board, top-masts shot away by 
, the caps, mtun-yard shot in pieces, loner masts badly 
wounded, lower rigging all cat to pieces, a small propor- 
tion only of the foreHsail feft to the fore-yard, all the 
guns on the quuter-deck and fore-castle disabled but 
ttrOf and fillra WA wreck, two also (»i the mian-deok 
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diBabltd, and eevenl riiota between wind and water, 
and n very great pnqxHtitHi of the crew kilted uid 
wounded'. 

DuriDg the engagement, the eoouij' hod BUstainecl 
but very httle damage, in ctMnparison with that of the 
Macedonian, and had now shot ahead to place himself 
. in a position to rake his antagonist, while she rolled in 
the trough of the lea, apeifect wreck and uni^auagea- 
ble logjl- At this crisis of the battle, no alternative 
seemed to present itself to Captain Caidbn but the pain- 
ful extremity of a aurrendcr. 

The heavy loss sustaioed m board of the Macedo- 
nian, in this eventfal and §anguiDaiy engagement, 
togethei with the skillful manner in whic^ she was 
brought into aftimi and maintained the fight, fully evince 
that neither to a want of courage or a knowledge of naval 
tatics was the defeat to be attributed; for every effort 
of both had been exhausted, and every hope of success 
.(even by chance itself,) had disappeared, before the 
mortifying thontcfat of a surrender had suggested itself; 
nud to have maintained the action longer, woold have 
been a most unpardonable sacrifice of lives rendered, 
long eie thi!', truly invaluable to their country. 

The lossof the Macedonian was veiy great: ihe bad ' 
tlurty-six killed, thirty-sis severely wounded, many irf 
whom, on esaminalioD, were despaired of, and thirty- 
two dightly wonnded--total losa of the Macedonian, 
one hundred and four. The loss of die United States 
frigate is stated, in Commodore Decatur's report, to be 
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only seven killed and five wounded ; bvt the vessel 
■WM Yery much shattered both in hull and rigging- 
Captain Garden states, that after being taken on board 
the United States, a lieatenant and six men of that ves- 
sel were thrown overboard. 

" On being t«ken cm board the enemy's ship," says 
the gallint Garden, in his report, " I ceased to vronder 
at the result of the batUe. The United States is buih 
with the scantling of a sevens-four mm ship, mounting 
fliirty long twenty-four pounders (English ^p guns,) 
on her main-deck, and twenty-two forty-two pounder^ 
carronades, with two long twenty-four pounders on hex 
quarteiH^eck and forecaslte, howitzer guns on her tops, 
and a travelling carronade on her upper deck, with a 
complement rf four hundred and seventy-eight jricked 



lite reception which Captain Garden had when taken '. 
oh board the United States, by the gallant Decatur, vras 
truly characteristic of a brave and generous mind, and 
mii^t have been' a solirce of comolation to Captain Car- 
■ den in that moment of disaster. When Captain Garden 
presented his sword to the American commodore, ** I 
cannot think," said that magnanimous chief, " of taking 
die sword of an officer who had that day proved that ^e 
knew BO well how to use it; and, instead of taking 
his sword, he should feel a peculiar happiness in talcing 
lum by toe hand." 

On the anival of the news of this victory, the most 
nnboundedjoy was evinced tbioughout the United 
States ; and on the evening of its anival at Washington, 
(the cajrital,) the city was most britUantly illuminated- 

Another naval action, which, too, terminated in favoi 
of the American flag, closes the affairs on the ocean Iw . 
Ibis year. This was fought by the Java frigate of 
thirty-«ight guns, commanded by Captun Lambert, and 
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the United States fnaate CtMstitntion, now comraukled 
bj CoiBini>dora Bsinbridge*. 

On the 29th of December, I8I2, the Java being on 
an outward bound voyage to die East Indies, in latitude 
thirteen degrees and aiz minutes aouth, and longitude 
thirty-^ degrees west, and from ten to fifieen leagues 
from St. Salvador, discovered a strange sail which was 
soon asceitained to be die American frigate Constitution. 

The Consthntkm oommenced the action by firing at 
tiKJava,wlule at SMne distance; the Java immedi- 
ately letunied a broad«de ; both ships be^n to near 
each oAer, manceavring aJtemately to gain a raking 
position and to avoid being raked ; during which an in- 
cessant fire was maintuned on both sides with grape 
and rmmd shot- 

At two oMock, P. M., the ships came to close qnar- 
teis. The battle raged, in this situadon, till within a 
few minutes of three, when the' unequal force of the 
enemy was becoming more and more apparent- The 
jib-boom of the Java having got foul of Oie mizen rig- 
ging of the Constitution, Captain Lambert endeavored 
to ^oot ahead and extricate himself from the enemy, 
apd rake him fore and aft, preparatory to boarding bim ; 
but, while performing this manoeuvre, fbe main-top-mast 
of the Java was shot away directly above the cap, lost 
her gaff and n»nker-boom, and had hermizen-mast shot 
away nearly by the board. 

During tlua part of the sanguinary struggle, the gal- 
lant Captain Lunbert, who had hitherto engaged himself 
in every part of the ship where the greatest fury of (he 



■For the strenglfc of tbe MgtHe Conatitution, lee pa|^ 134 
D.5™t.b,Google 
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battle aeemed ta rage, in ammstiiig his brave crew with 
hiiprewQce, and by his skill directing their exertions, 
now fell, moftoUy wounded in the breast ; end was, of 
course, in c<Misequenc«, obliged to quit the ctHQinand, 
iriiich devolyed on Lieutenant Chads, the first Lieuten- 
ant 0/ the dap, who bravely defended the frigate ui^ 
every wnrce of hope had failed of saving the vessel 
fiom falling into the hands of the enemy. 

The guns <rf ibe Java were completely covered with 
wreck, and not a apai standiugj and the Coustitutiqn 
had been laid athwart hex bows, and was in the very 
instant of efiectually raking her decks, before the officer 
oommanding the Java could reconcile his mind to a 
surrender^ but the idea of sacrificing so many valuable 
lives without the slightest hope of making the least fur- 
ther resistance, only determined him to surrender His 
Majesty's frigate to the American commander ; Ihe only 
remaimng ccdor, which bad been made fast to the stump 
of the mizen-mast, was Ibeiefore taken down. 

Captain Lambert cmly survivedhis defiut six days, 
when that gallant naval officer surrendered his life, (a 
valuable one to his country,) covered with wreaths of 
laurels- 

"The Java," says Commodore Baiobridge, in a letter 
to a friend, dated at sea, 24th January, 1813, "was 
exceedingly well fought. Poor Lambert, whose death 
I sincerely regret, Was a distinguished gallant officei: 
and worthy man" 

The Java had on board a number of passengers for 
the East India station, amongst whom v^re Lieutenant 
General Hislop, appointed to the command of Bombay, 
with Major Walker and Captain Wood, ht's aids de 
camm, besides Mr. Marshal, master and commander in 
the Royal Navy, proceeding out to assume the command 
of asloopof waron the Indian station. Such a determined 

sa 
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defence vu made on boatd the Java, notiridtstauAiig; 
the great disparity of ibrce, Qiai she was so wrecked by 
the fire of the enemy as to render it impracticable to 
take her to the United States; she was therefore set on 
fiie and blown up. The prisoners were landed at Stunt 
Salvador^onpaiole, to return to England. 

The loss c^ the Java, in this engagement, was im- 
mensely great. It appears from the report of Lteiitenant 
Chads to the admiralty, that there were twenty-two 
killed and one hundred and two wounded*; while the 
loss of the CoDsdtution was only ten men killed and 



-■The folkowlog letter, (if e«nmDe,^ sdd to hav« been fonnd on 
lioBrd the Comtitiition, after the remorsl of the pcUoner* into 
8t. Salvador, gires &ie lam of tlie Java much higher than the 
report of Lieutenant Chada. Howeyer, the reader, after consider- 
ing the Tsrioiu incotislstent and ridicnlolia accounts of the 
circamBlaneea of the war, from Ameriran Honrces, (as we haTO 
onl; the American account for this letter,) must esercise bis own 
judgment in giving it credencs. 

' "Prisoner on board the Constitatfon, American FrigatE, 
St. Salvador, Brazils, Ist January, iei3. 
" My Dear Sir— 

I am sorry to infbrm you of the onpleasant news of Mr. Gas- 
foitie'B death. Mr. Gascoiae and myself were shipmates in 
the Marlborough, and firat came -to sea together. He was shot 
early in the action, by a round ehot, in his right thigh, and dieA 
in a few loinutes afterwards. Four others of his mesamBtes 
shared the same fate, together with siity men killed and one 
hundred and siMy wounded. The official accouot you will, no 
doubt have read before thia reaches you. I beg you will let all 
tilafrienda and relations know of his untimely fate. 

" We were on board the Java for a passage to India, when we 
fell in with the frigate. Two parcela I have sent you, under good 
care,- and hope thia will reach you safety. 
" Voura, trnly, 
"— " H.D.CORNECK. 
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finrty-Rx mnmded — by the American report, the nam- 
ber on board of the ConstitutioD . is said to be only nine 
lulled and twenty-five grounded. 

In point of stiength, the Java might be said to be 
nearly equal to the Guerriere when she engs^ed the 
Constitu^on. True she had a number of extra seamen 
on board, for the purpose of manning ship of war in the 
East Indies; bat th^e only crowded her decks and 
probably lendeied Ote event more nii^pitious. 

These naval disasteiB were viewed, by a n^unber of 
people in England, as a certain precursor of the repres- 
non of that naval pride and prowess, in British seamen, 
which bad in such an enunent degree contributed to 
Uieir ascendancy on the ocean ; but, - by those better 
acquainted with the advantages under which an Ameii' 
can vessel at all times engaged her uttagoniEt, and of the 
energy and resolution, even at ^ch times, evinced by 
the British tars, when ell chances <^ war and every 
GombiDation frf circumstances con^ired to operate 
gainst them, to on extent capable of subduing all but 
mose in whom courage and. heroism had ever been in- 
nate and indestrvctiUe principles, it was expected they 
would only stimulate to renewed exertions to recover' 
that proud eminen9e :vjucb they seemedboni,to bold 
(ai Ih^ii native dement ' 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



The AmmcM, Secrttary of State trutuimlt le ihs Ameri- 
can JUinister tn Loruion, certain Docvmenli relative 
to the Declaration of Wt^ — Pursuant to Inslruclion 
from the Secretary, Mr. Ritatel commumcalet with 
Lord Caitlereahj on the Subject of an Armitice — 5fr- 
RiUtePs PnqMmtiont reject^ — Lord Cmfiereo^ trtau- 
mtf( the Priatx RegeMU Iktinoa tm the faregM»g — 
Jtfr. Ruttel obtains m admiralty Order for proteclioit 
during Au Passage to America — Adotiral Sir JtAa 
Borla»e Warren iaveited with Power to negiAiate on 
Terms of Pacijication mth the Government of the 
United States — Conanamealeg with Jfr. Jtfenroc on 
the Subject — Jifr- Monroe's Anguxr- 

DuRiNO the period, the events of which have but 
just beea taken in retio^ect, oegotiations were in pro- 
gress for the puipose of bringing to Et good understuidiug 
the diffeieaces between the two countdes- 

A few days after the declaration of war, a letter was 
addressed to Mr. Bussel, the chan;e des a&irs of the 
United States in London, By Mr. Kumroe the secretary 
of state, bearing date the 26th of June, 1812, enclosing a 
copy of the Preeddent*i message and an act of coDgress, 
hy which the ^peal to hostilities was made, togedter 
with the re{H»t of the committee of forngn relations 
which bronght the subject under crataderation. 

This letter, dter recai»tulating the grievances so often 
repeated by the American government, and stating the 
impossibility for that nation to surrender her rights, 
rehnqui^ung the ground which she had taken, and that 
it was equaOy incompatible witii het interests and cha- 
racter to rely longer on measures which bad hitherto 
failed to accompli^ ber objects, it proceods to state &st 
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vrar was the <Hi]f remaining altemstiTe ; uid, Hot fact 
beiag elearly ascertaioed, he would discover, by the 
enclosed doetunents, that it was adopted with dedooik 

Mr. Rosael was further advised in this letter, that 
although the United States had many just and weighty - 
causes of complaint against Great Britain, yet, if the 
Orders in Council were repealed, and no ille;^ blodcades 
were substituted for them — and orders were given to 
discontinue the impressment of seamen from American 
vessels, and those restored who had already been im- 
pressed — there would esist no .FeaaoD why hostilities 
stiould not immediately ceaae. 

As an inducement {sayB Mi. Moone in. his letter,) 
to the'Sritish government to discontinue the practi(« 
of impressment from American vessels, Mr. Rusael 
should give assurances that a law would be passed (to 
t>e redpTOcai,^ to prataU)it the emfdoyment of British 
s<'Bmen in the public or oommcreialeciviae'af Ow Uoi' 
ted Stalest- 

Agreeably to the InstnictSons ocMitafiied in Secretary 
Monroe's letter, Mr. Hussel addressed a letter to Lord 
Castlereab, dated the 24lh of August, on the subject of 
his instructions, in which, after expatiating at Ieiu;tb or 
the nncearing anxiety at all times menuested by big 
govemment, to maintain the lelatjoos of peace and fnend- 



fltb proliabty not aKogellMr unworthy of lenwrk, tbat iIm- 
Briliah aoyeramait, in return for the numcroni concrasiooi It 
WM MliBdnpontomaka,vuMTe8tThellpBB0DtheaMmiuices ' 
of the Anmtenk niniiter, thata law wonU be psaed at some 
■Dbieqnent period— Uut ii, no doubt, when it would beat >uit t 
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ehip irith Great Britain— 4^ itg patience id guSering the 
maDj WTongB it had received— and finally of its perae- 
TeraBce, by all the amicable means within its power b> 
obtain rediesB, it bad despaired of ever being able to 
receire tl»t redress &om the Justice of the BritiA 
govemmeat, to which it had bo tften appealed in vain — 
It fterefore conceived (saya Mr. Russel,) that a further 
forbearance would be a virtual BUrrender of interests and 
rights essenti^ to the prosperity and independence of 
the natioQ confided to its protection, and was therefoiv 
compelled to discharge its high duty |by an appeal to 



- Mr. Bnse^, bowerer, states to his lordship, that 
notwithstanding the goveniment {^ the United States, 
for the preservation of its character as a nation, regarded 
this as die only course it could pursue, yet he was an- 
tiioriaed to stipulate with the British govemmeikt an 
ermistice to commence at or beK)re be expiration of 
six^ days afiei the ngnature of the iustnmient providing 
for It, upon the conditimiB set fwth in Mr^ Monroe^ 
letter of the S6tii June ; and likewise adds, that he 
was instructed by his government, that snch an arrange- 
ment would prove much more efficacious iu securii^ 
to Great Britain her seamen, than tiie practice lot which 
it is proposed to be a substitiite, independent (^ all 
the otl^r objections to it. 

In reply to this commtinicatioa of die Americaa 
charge des a&iiB, Lord Qaatiereah, in a letter dated 
39th August, informed him ^t aldioug^ the diplomatic 
intercourse between &e two colmtries had been tenlu- 
nated by a decUiBtim (^ war on the put of the United 
States, he had nothesitaled, and» the peculiar circum- 
stances of the ease and the authority under which be 
acted, to submit to the Prince R^fcnt the jvoposition 
contained in his tetter of tin JMth iBst., £» a snspeanon 
tf bostilitaas. 



Ob, Google 



Tin: LATE WAR. 156 

But his loidshij^ did not forget to infoim Mr- Russet, 
that] lioin tbe period at wtacb his iiiBtnictioiu must have 
been issued, it iras obvious this overture must have 
been detennined upon by hia govemmeut in ignwance 
of the Oideis in Cooncil of the 23d June ; and as a 
clause in his iostruclions actually forbid a departure 
from the coDditions already speeihed, it only remained 
for hii lordship (o add that the Prince Regent felt him- 
Klf under the aecessity of declining to concede the 
propositioQ therein contained, as being on Taiioi^ 
grounds absolutely ioadmiwible. 

His lordship, in the same lettai apprised Mr- Russel, 
that iho British goveinmeat, aa goon as it had leascm Uf 
apprehend that Mr. Foster's functions might have ceased 
in America, in consequence of war having been declare d 
by that government before the aforementioiKd repeal 
of the Orders in Council of the 23d Jane, and the in- 
structions consequent thereupon could have reached 
him, measuies had been talcen for authoriBing the British 
admiral on the American station to propose to tbe 
government of the United States an immediate and 
reciprocal repocaHoD of all hostile orders, vrith the ten- 
der of giving full effect, in tlie event of hostilides being 
discontinued, to the provisions of said ortler, uptHi thfi 
coaditicms therein specified. 

His lordship, in consequence, as he himself states, 
declines entermg into a detailed discussion of ^ proptv- 
ntions whidi Mr- Rossel had been directed to bnng 
forward ; as his [Mr. Kossel's] goi\-emment had delega- 
ted to hioi no powers to n^otiate thereon ; and therefore 
rested the ikegotiatioti wholly between the admiral at 
tbe pi»t of Ifoofax, and tbe goremmntf of tbe United - 
States. 

His lordship furtiier expressed his surprise, that a 
condition preliminary even to a suspession of faostiUties, 
no greater security should be gives by the AttepcaQ 
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goremment, than a dmrie assurance that a law should 
be hereafter passed probihiting the emplopoent of Bri- 
tish seamen in the public or commercial service of the 
United States ; and even on such fallaciona security a 
demand Bhonld be made, that that government should 
immediatelr desist imn its ancient and accustomed 
practice of impressng British seamen from tite merchant 
ships of foreign naticms ; yet his lor^hip expressed the 
wiUingness (^ the Britiidi government to receive from 
the govenunent of the United States, and amicably di»- 
OUBB, any proposition prirfessing to have in view, either 
to check abuse in fte exerdse erf the practice of impres»- 
ment, or to acconndidi by ntctuis less liable to vexatioD 
the object fiw which impieasment had hitherto been 
found necessary. 

On Ae morning of the Ist of September, Mr. Rnsad 
received Lord Oastlereah's commnnicatioD contutung^ 
the Priace Regent's decision regarding the prcmositians 
allnded to ; upon which the American ambassadiw 
addressed a Dote, on &e same dny , announcing his in" 
tentim to embi^ immediately at Plymouth on board tbe 
^p Lark, Ua the United States ; md on the day foUow- 
ving, an admiralty order was transmitted to him from 
the foreign office, for the protection of that ship as a 
cartel <m her voyage to America, tni for the free em- 
barkatioa of hU family, retinae and baggi^, and the 
effects (rf the legation. 

During -tiie didknutic interooorse between Lord Cas- 
^ereah and Mr. fisssel, for the purpose of uresting the 
progress of the war, Sir J<^ Boriase Warres, adtairal 
of &e blue and British naval commander on ibe Halifax 
station, t^ened a oenespcmdeDce widi Mr. UMune, the 
American secietaiv ^ Btnte, faaTing in view the same 
object- 
Admiral Wanen, in a note dated SOtfa September, 
tcqnunts l/b. M<HUoe of tiie reTocatioa of the Orders 
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in Council af&cting Americaa commerce, i»x>piMing at 
the same dme that the American govern men t abould in- 
stantly recall their letters of marque and reprisal 
against British ships, together with all instructions for 
any acts of hostility whatever against the territories of 
Hia Majesty, or the persons ot property «f liis subjects, 
with a particular understanding that immediately on the 
receipt of an official assurance to that effect, corresponding 
inttniGtionB should be issued by the Britbh government, 
preparatory to a final paci&cation between the two 
Goimtries- 

In answer to the above communication, Mi. Munioe, 
in a despatch dated " Departmentof State, 27th October, 
1812," after referring to Mr. Russell correspondence 
with Lord Castlereah, and its unhappy issue, and ex- 
pressing his hopes that, as the British government had 
authorised him to [HYtpose a cessation of hostilities, it 
was doubtless aware of the important tmd salutary effect 
■wWch a satisfactory adjustment ef Ihis difference cannot 
fail to have oa the future relationi between die two 
countries — he likewise added, that.heindidged the hope 
&xt the British government, before this period, had 
invested him ^th full power itx that purpose " Expe- 
rience," adds Mr- Monroe, " has sufficiently evinced 
tint no peace can be durable unless this object is pro- 
vided for." 

After the secretary informing Admiral Warren thit it 
was, without further discussion of questions of rig^t, the 
ardent desire of the PrcHdent to provide a remedy for 
die evils complained of on both sides, be proceeds to 
state, that the clum of the govemment of Oraal Britain 
is to take from the merchant vessels of other eountriea 
British subjects ; in the practice of which, the command' 
ers.of British nhipg of war often take from vessels of the 
United States American citizens. 
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If the United Statea pFohibit the emplojinetit of Brtr- 
tisb subjects in their service, and enforce the prohlbitioo, 
by suitable regulations uid penalties, the motive for the 
practice is taken away- It is in this mode that the 
President is willing to accomodate this important con- 
troversy mth the British government, and it cannot 
be conceived on what ground the arrangeioent can be 
refused. 

A suspension of the practice of impreument, pending 
the armistice, ^continues Mr. Monroe,) seems to be 
a necessary connequence. It cannot be presumed, 
while the parties are engaged in a negotiation to adjust 
amicably Qiis important difference, that the ITnibed States 
would admit the right, or acquiesce in the prKOtice, of 
the <^posite party, or that Great Britain would be un- 
williog to restrain her cruisecs- 

By what parity of reasoning Mr. MoQioe could for a 
moment presume that the British goTemment would 
immedUtelf suspend a practice by which the strengdi 
of her navy was ensured, and her right to wfaidi had 
never been questioned but by America — merely on «q 
assurance that a reciprocal law should be afterwards 
passed by his govemment-^is a problem rrot easy vt 
solution. 

Mr. Monroe, after making a few eiplanatums on soara 
clauses of Mr. Russet's instractiona, adds in conclunon, 
" that if there were no objection to an accomodation of 
the differences relating to impressment in the mode prry- 
posed, other than the auspensioo of the British claim to 
impreiAment during the armistice, there can be none to 
proceeding, without the armistice, to an immediate di»- 
eussion aiid arrangement of an article on that subject- 
Thi« great question being satisfactorily adjusted, the 
waf would be opened to an armiatice or mj oUier courae 
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iekdisg moot ooDTenieDtly and expeditioiuly to a genenl 
{tacificatios" 

Hoffcrer, die instractkHis transmitted to Admim 
Warrea by the British government, o&lr authorised him 
to arrange with the gorenmieiitof the United States, in 
the event of aU armistice, as far as regarded die revoca- 
tion of the laws which interdicted die commerce and 
■hips (tf war from the harbon and waters of the United 
States, while those of France, her adversary, had ever 
enjoyed that privilege — leaving for a subsequent discus- 
sion all other groands ti difTerenee between the two 
governments. AU meapB which had been hitherto re- 
sorted to, for an Bceomodatioa between the riv^ states, 
having failed, negotiatioiu were stopped; and war con- 
tinued to be imwecuted with evwy poaubte fuetgj on 
both ndet. 



Ob, Google 



HisTOBV or 



CHAPTER XX^. 



Meeting aj the Vniled Siatet Congress — SuSstance of the 
PraidetU's l^aage, aa regarded the Affairt with 
Great Britain — Refert to the Sfate of Finance — Presi- 
dent't View in declaring- War. 

On the 3d day of November, being tlie time appoint- 
ed by law tor the meetingof (he United States C<ngTess, 
the speaker, Mr. Clay, took the chair at twelve o'clock ; 
when it was found that thirty-eight members were in 
their {daces in the houge< In the senate only eighteen 
membera nere ^nent ; sad, that nomber not being » 
<[uoruin, both oousiis were adjounied until next dky, 
when a quorum was present. The committees for that 
purpose then announced to the preaident, that the two 
houses were ready to receive any ctHnmunicatJon he had 
to make, when Mr. Madison, hy his private secretary, 
iii, Cvl^j presented-a message. 

After the usual routine of coDgiatulations common to 
such stale papers, Mr. Madison calls the attention of 
congress to the motives for assembling a lai^e military 
force under the command of (lener&l Hull, in the 
Michigan Territory, beforu the declaration of war — rep- 
resentin|[ it as a measure of precaution ind forecast, 
with a general view to the security of the frontier ; and 
in the event of war, to such operations in the upper parts 
of the provinces of Canada as would intercept Uie hostile 
influence of Great Britain over the savages, obtain the 
command of the lake on which tiiat part of Canada 
borders, and maintain a co-operatinf relation with such 
forces as might be most convenienUy employed against 
other parts. 

After adveiting to the disasleroui result of the expe- 
dition under Oeneral Hull in the Michigan Tenitory, 
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the pmidcBt slates that diat defeat " wu not without its 
conMing e^cts. It was followed," says he, " by sig- 
nal proo^ that the national spirit rises accordiag to the 
pressare on it. The loss of ao important poet and of the 
brave men eurrendeied with it, inspiied, every where, 
new ardor and determination- In the states and districts 
least remote, it was no sooner known than every citizen 
was ready to fly to arms — at once to protect his brethren 
against the blood-thirsty mvages let loose by the enemy 
on as extensive frontier, and to convert a partial calami- 
ty into a source of invigorated efibrts. 

: " This patriotic zeal," adds Mr. MadiatHi, " which it 
-was necessary radier to limit than excite, hss embodied 
»D ample force from the statee of Kentudhy and Ohio, 
and from parts of PennsylyaQia and Virginia. " 

This annual expositien of national affairs, ne xt adverts 
to the descent mue by General Van Rensselaer on the 
post at Qneenston, on the Niagara River, and of his 
subsequent defeat and the capture of his army ; and 
ascribes its unfavorable termination to the great supe- 
riori^ of the force with which thatarmy had to contend, 
and their not receiving timely support by reinforce- 
ments*. 

The next topic to which Mr. Madison directs the 
attention of the national l^stature, is the d^^sappoinlment 
to which their imaginations had been subjected, by not 
gaining the command of the lakes, as every eSbrt ' 
in the invaraons made into Canada, aimed to that parti- 
cular object; however, measures had been adopted to 
provide a naral force on those waters, which. .it was 
confidently h<med, would prove superior to that of the 
enemy ; atid from the talents and activity of the officei' 



•See Battle of QaTCnnoii,'inge'llS. 
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ehwged wiA diis service, eveiy 6uDg tfakt eootd be 
done might be entected j asd that the progress mad* 
this seasoQ would ODubtlessaecwKforthe next their Qa.T«l 
aBcendaacy, where, as Mr. Madiaou lemaika, it wat 
essentiai to a pemasent pence and aimiroi over th« 

MTBgeS. 

"Among the iocidenU," sufaMc. Madtoooi^hisine*- 
uge, *' to the measurea of tl^ war, I am constrained to 
advert to the refusal of the goverBtns'of Mrtsirhaaetf 
ud Connecticut, to furnish the wqwked dfl»eti«i*n*a 9t 
oiilitiB towards the defence o( the maritime frtmtier. 
The refusal was founded oD a novel and tmfertaiiate 
expoati<Mi of the provisiooB of the constitnlion relating 
to the militia It is obvious,*' saj^he, "that if tbrn 
authodty of the United Sitlee to aH nfa> service and 
command the miUtta, im the puUic defence, can be 
thus frustrated, even in a stateof declsied war, and'of 
coifrse under aHwebsnaioiu of invwHa prweiding war^ 
they are not oneBatioo iw the purpose most (tf ril reqni^ 
ring it ; and that the pnUic biaj hare.no oflier lesouree ' 
than in those large and permaneBt railitary. intshliih 
meuts which are ibibiddea by Hx priociplei o£ a frw 
govemment, and against Ae necetiity of whifih the mi^ 
tia were intended as a coutitutional bulwark . '* 

The resident next adverb to ^aflairs on-titeeeeaii, 
^«hich be repftsents to have been as favorable to the 
am^ of the United States as cinnunstances insaparable 
from its early stages ootdd well permit them to expect- 
" Our public ships," says he, " and private cruisera by 
their activity and, where theie was occasion, by their 
iatiepidity, have made the enemy sensible of the di^ 
"" ,ference between a reciprocity of captures and theI(H% 
confinement of them to their side- 

"Our trade," continues JUr. Madison, " with little- 
exception, has safely reached our pcnrts; having been 
much favored in it by the course punned' by a squadron 
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d^ourbigun under the oomnnndof Commodore Ro' 
gue." Here the AmericaB president indulgei himself 
in the most estntTagtmt eolt^rans on tiie eldU and 
bnvei7 of the Ameikan navy, seemingly, in his new, 
tnmoefiiting any thing ^t btd hitherto sppeftred on 
the face of the ocean.- 

He next rafen to Ae do mt f wpdencte between Lot^ 
Gwtlerevi and Mr< Bnssd, for anesting the progress 
of Ae vni ; imd, afteF biiefiy ree^tnlatiBg the topic* 
^fdtiaed by ftobe two fohoDoharies, reonnBiendsit u 
BBwtw to rehx dm measnies adopted for die proseeutini 
of lia WW, oD dn mtite preMimptin of Great Britain 
giving a twanbie reception t»die terms of concUiadni 
wlticfa they had brt sdnnitted for tbo cmsideration of 
dM ffWenuiMnt 

Mr. Madisota next takes A cntac^j review of the rela- 
tkvis Brin»tiBgbetweenAm»ii»asdlheotherEim>pean 
powers and tM Bailtary ^tes ; and re[H«seats them^ 
notwithataadiDg Sk ruptwe vitii fimat firitain, art 
na^Mng-wyareJ, with the nceptioa of Algiers, the 
regeoOT «r wfaicb had soddenly miiBhed their consul 
gf^eral y but whstlm fioin the tramitftry eiket of ckpri- 
ciousdeapaliap or dm find aet of predetMmined hostility, 
tiad not been ascertained ; bnt piMaations had be^ b 
taken by tiie ewwnl na tbe latter auppontirti. 

With a view to ai%aons prosetn&m of the war, he 
called forUte particular attention of congress tothe iosuf- 
fidency of the present provisions for filling up the 
jegiil«r army. "Such, "rays' Mr. Madison, "is the 
hiq)py condidofl trfoor cenidiy, aiising fnm the facility 
for subsistence sad the hi^ wages for eve^ species ot 
oecupatioD, th^ notwithstanding the augmented induce- 
ments provided at the last session, a partial saccess only 
liu attended the lecniiting service — tihe deficiency hu 
been supplied, during the campaign, b^ other than regu- 
lar troops, with all the iaconveniencies and e^^nses 
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incideDt to them. The remedy," says Mr. Madi^otf, 
"lies in esUhlishing, more favonbly for die pnvats 
soldier, the proportiiMi between Ms reccHiipenBe and tho 
term of enlistmeDt." The prendent, therefore, lecoiii- 
mended this as a. subject highly deserving of their 
earliest and most serious consideration- 
Mr. Madison next recommends, as a subject demand- 
ing the euliest attention of Congress, an increase of th« 
. ^ number of general officers of the Unitad' States army, 
and die importance oi rendering more distinct and defi- 
nite the diflerent relatioils and respoasibilitie^ of the 
various departments of die stai) establtshments, and s 
revision of the mitilia laws of the Union. Of the addi- 
tional ships authorised to be fitted for service, two would 
be shortly ready to sail ; and no delay possible of being 
avoided, would he allowed in fitting out die residue . 

Asieg^ded die financial affeurs of die' nation, Mr. 
Madison annoonced that the receipts into die poblic 
treasury for the year ending on the 30th September last,- 
had exceeded sixteen and a half millions of dollars; 
which^ had been suffiiuent to defray all the demands of 
the treasury to- that day, includiog a necessaiy reim- 
bursement of nearly duree miUiong of the principal of 
die pubhc debt ; a part of die receipts, however, was a 
sum of nearly five millions, eight hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars received into the treasury on account of 
loans which had'been contracted for, isiderthe authority 
of acts of the last sessitHi. 

To deny that the coun&y had its difficulties to contend 
with, although it richly abounded in the most animating 
considerations, were folljr, as every day's experience 
taught a diferent lessrai. With mere Uian <me nation 
Aey bad serious and' unsettied c(nitiov«Tdes ; and with 
one natioD, powerful in die means and habits of warr 
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i, tbey were now at war. Tlic spirit and Btrength of the 
,w nation Di'ere, nevertheless, equaltothe supportofall its 
bi rights, and to carry it through all its trials- 

(!' Above all, they had the consolation of knowing that 
the war in which they were then engaged was not a 
war either of ambition or vain glory ; that it was waged, 
jj- not in violation of the rights of others, but in the main- 
tiii (ainance of their own ; that it was preceded (says the 
m, president,) by a patience without example, nnder wrongs 
ci accumulating without end; and that it was, finally, not 
ilf declared until every hope of averting it was estiaguish- 
iJi ed by the transfer of the British sceptre into new hands 
dJv clinging to former councils'; and until declarations were 
yii reiterated to the last hour, through the British envoy 
;iK here, that the hostile edicts against the commercial 
rights of the nation, and against its maritime inde- 
pendence, would not he revoked — nay, that they 
Itii could not be rei'oked, without violating the bbUgagona 
\,\\t rf Great Britain to otiier powers as welt as to her 
[gjt. own interests. 

J (if "To have shrunk, under such circumstances, from 

jQ. manly resistajice, wonld have beeti a degradaticMi 

) (I blastmg the best and proudest hopes of the nation ; 

jj , and w«ild have struck it from the high rank where 

jljv the virtuous straggles of tiie heroes of the Revolution 

of had placed it; and would have been, on our pajt, 

^t, a base betrayal of the magnificent legacy which we 
held in trust for future generations- It woold have 
acknowledged, that oa the element which forms three 

,f^ fourths of the globe we inhabit, and where all inde- 

jg£ pendent nations have equal and common rights, the 

j(^ American people were not an independent people,, 

i,n but colonists and va^tds- 
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" It wu ftt this moment, uid with with «d aitet- 
nstive, th«t wu viaa ehotea. The natioa felt the 
secesutjr rf it, and called tor it. llie appeal wu 
accordii^r made in a jnit cause, to tbe just and all 
powerfal Being who binds in his hand tM ehais erf 
•Tents mdllw destiny of aattoni." 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



Extract from the ^eec& cf the Prince Jiegent ttf Orea$ 
' Britain, to both Htmaea of ParKamtnt — Rnneio q^ that 
&)eech by the Marmdt WeUttUy, ift the House of 
Lordt — ^teeehfiom the Throne reviewed m the Home 
of Commons, Ity Mr. Caattmff~-R^aHet 

The foregDiiig is the view of the vti taken by Mr. 
Madison, atUie dose of the fint year's campaign ; and, 
on the laat day of the same month in which the me»- 
sage yns delivered, of which the preceding is a reca> 
pitnlation as fu as relates to tiiis subject, the parliament 
of Great Britain was coDvened, to whom the Prince 
Regent delivered an address from which the following 
is extracted: 

" The declaration of war by Qie goremment «f th« 
United States of America, was made under drcumatan- 
ces which mi^t bare o^red a reasonable e^>ectatioa 
(hat the amicable relations between the two nations 
would not be long interrupted. It is with sincere regret 
that I am obliged (o acquaint you, that the conduct and 
pretensioiis of that goTemment hwre hitherto prevented 
the conclusion of any pacific arraiftement- Their mea- 
sures of hostility hare been directed against the adjoining 
ptorinces. and every e&rt has been niade to seduce 
the inhabitants of them from their alliance to Hia 
MajtBty. 

" The moob, however, vriiich I have received of 
lOTdty and attachment, fn»n His Majesty^ subjects in 
North America, are highly st^iafactoiy. The attempts 
<rf the ^lemy, to invade Upper Canada, have not o^y 
ptoved abortive, bnt, by the jsdiciouB arrangements oif 
the gDvemor-genera],-aiid by the skiQ and decirioa with 
which the mdilary <^)eratioi|B hare been conducted, Hbe 
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forces of die enemy assembled for that purpose in one 
quarter have beeu compelled to capitulate, and in ano- 
Iher have been cnupletely defe&ted. 

"My best effi>rta are not wantinj; foi the restoration 
of peace and amity between the two countries; but 
until this object can be obtained without sacrifidng the 
maritime rights of Great Britain, I shall rely upcn your 
cordial suppOTt in a vigorous prosecution of the war." ■ 

In the House of Lords, the Marquis Welledey took 
an able view of the speech from' die throne ; and, in 
adverting to the war with America, he sud, that " no 
attack could be more unjustifiable than that made by 
America, and tiiat no cause could be inoie righteous 
than thatof Great Britain." 

He denied that the Orders in Council was the cause 
of this wai. ''No," said he, " it was uponfar differeot 
things — it was upon high sod mighty interests of the 
British empire — interests which we could not move 
without throwing the trident of the ocean into the hanib 
of America. America,"'said he, "was not to be soothed 
and fondled into peace — the heads of die government 
had long been influenced by a deadly hatred to this 
country, and (unusual as the epithet was,) by a deadlj - 
love to France. 

" Our policy was plain : our wisest, nay, oar most 
pacific measures vniuld be, to show ourselves ready for 
the eme^ncy — to present in front of America a force 
which would make her feel her danger, and feel the 
importsmm of purchasing her safety by peace. What 
had we done ? Nothing to intimidate — nothing to pun- 
ish — nothing to interest her weakness or her wisd<Hn. 
If there were any hope of putting a speedy end to the 
vnr, it was to be accompli^d by boldness and decision^ 
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ty making the effort while it was still in our power, 
and by laming uptm thai war some part of the grand 
Vid saperobundant strengtli of our countrf." 

In the House of Cmamana, Mr. CanDing^ in reviewing 
the Prince Regent's (tddress as far as related to the war, 
said that " it was his sincere and anxious wish, that two 
naliiHis BO related toeach other bj ;consangmnity, by one 
common language and by mutual interests, as Great 
Britain and America, should not only be in alliance, but, 
n^ndispntes ran to so great an extent, when once the 
die was cast and b^stillties had commenced, it became 
this country to be more prompt, by every exertion in 
our power, to bring the struggle of ww to a speedy cou:- 
dosion. He would go to the Kvtiemeat verge of forbearance 
to keep peace ; buf he would not dilute his war mea- 
sures into a weak fnd sickly regimen, unfit for the vigor 
of the occasicm. He woi^d not ccHiTert the acute di^ 
temper of wai into a chn»iic distemper, and incorporate 
it with the system. 

" The [seient dispute had grown np widi petty profits 
and small gain^ till at last actaal war was fixed upon us. 
Two years ago to haTepTDtAesied that, after six mouths, ' 
men war between En^and and AJnerics — >America 
should boast the oily naval trc^hy, and that we could 
only say that ^e had not been conqnered !— an English- 
man would hare resented such a prophecy as aa insult. 
He could not consider our milita^ success 'in America 
■s matter of great triumph. He never soppoeed we 
should be corupiered by America. He never coulj 
^ave dioaght the Imgh^r navy of Great Britain would 
have slept vnhUe her conmierce was swept from the 
seas ; and that, at the end of six months, we should be 
lound proclaiming a quech from the throne, that the 
time bad, at length, come to be active and energetic, 
and to show England and the world that England i» 
what England was — never, that we should send our 
ambassador, with our own slups, to our own North 
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Americon towns, and attack th« Americui ports with 
our flags of truce. There, however, miglit remain cir- 
cumstBiices, yet to be disclosed, to account for this; but 
he would say, that on the first appearance andoa the 
declaration of war, therewas eFidentiy a studied deter- 
minalioa to postpone the period of accommodatiou. 

"As for the desire of America to get possession of 
Canada, it was a project which he thought not likely to 
be frowned upon severely, even hy those parties in 
America which were conadered friendly to us- When 
urged upon the subject, Iknowthatministefs will reply, 
that their motives for cUnging, to tbe last, to ccmcilialifHl 
were two-fold. First, fliRtthey had friends in the Uni- 
ted States ; socondj that before wte venture on hostilities 
we ought to take care that we are indisputably in the 
right. In bofli these points I concur; for I have ever 
Uiought that tlie most spien4id -victories which ever 
glittered oh the page of history were tarnished and ob- 
•curc' if justice did not hallow tbe cause in which they 
were achieved. I admit that it is also right to temper 
\our conduct by » toofflderation of the party that favors 
your ca\ise in the hostile state. In regard to the United 
States, this rule ought to be observed ; and we ought to 
pay attention to those who were called good English- 

,.jQ,i not meaning to deny that they are good Americans, 

but who hold the opinion that an alhance with England 
is preferable to atreaty witli France. Bnt are we quite 
sure that, by this system of mitigated hostility, we are 
not playing the game of the party opposed to us, and 
defKatiog ^e efforts of our friends? I cannot help think- 
ing that we injure our own cause by this dubious 
pusiilanimily." 

From the foregoing extracts from the two state papers , 
of Groat Britain and America, an^ th« review taken in 
parliament of the Prince Regent's Address, it would 
appear thiiC both the belligerents accused the adverse 
^arty of thi; original causes of the war^ and held it 
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fesponsiUe for its ecmtinutuice ; but it will be left to tn 
impartial posterity, when the rancorous feelings which 
have been excited shall be no lon^r lecotlected, to say 
to which of the nadoiis the blame was imputable. 

America as a neutral nation, before the comnienc«> 
ment of the war, certainly exerciged a great deal f 
tiortiality towards France, while her conduct toward* 
Great Britun was extremelv hoetile. It Was permitted 
to public aVmed Tesseta of France to capture British 
vessels at the mputhsof American harbors, (where they 
had just taken in valuable cai^oes and paid ^1 the requir 
Bite duties,^ and return them into' die same port and sell 
them as legal prizes ; while British vessels bad not tha 
comnMMi protecli<H] of a neutral harbor in any ftat trf ths 
United Stales. 

With respect to the British Orders in Conn^l, of 
which America had so long and so grievously ccmplain- 
td, it has been clearly shown in A former part of this 
work, that the government of Great Britain, in p 
Oiose edicts, was guided by a strict N 
towards America, aa a neutral nation*. 

But, in order to concillale America, as it ^s evMent a 
malignant spirit had longexistedin that country towards 
the British miTemment, though the whole Union was by 
no means iiuected, the Oidc^s in Cvuncil were repealedf. 



*9ee page 27 on tbh anhject. 



f Wbcreu the preddent, hi Us n ie« < i i p to eoagitm, hw mads 
lutom to the people of tbe United States, th&t tbe British Orderi 
fatCouDci] banbeenrEpcaM, "ianMb]8»BMrMK>lienpBbla 
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but wMfout die rfiehteet efSect in sllnying the bostils 
apirit already miuiiKsted. 



f>f explfuutioM meeliDg the views iyt the goyttnmaA" of tha 
United Stotn ; and tfaerefore none of the alli^:ed causee of ww 
vitb OrMi Britiin now reitiaiii, except tLe cliiiin of the rieht l6 
tAkiBriluh Mbject* from' the toercluiDt shipi of the United 

StatM— 

inilEKtion bf Pi-Mulent WssbiogT- 
[Jsim of GrMt Britain vss not 
ofwar; and onder the adminis- 
tration of President Jefferson, the government of Brest Britain 
did oIRl to make an atTana¥ine[tt with the United States, which. 
In pM opinioa of Messis. Monroe anj Pinkney, their ministec* 
jnoed Ihli Bulfject on aground that vns both honorable and.ad- 
Tanlageous to the United Statei, Rnd highly faponble to their 
.ioler^lai and wng, at tlie same time, a conceiKion which had 
oerer before been made ; and it is highly probable that the gov- 
ernment of Great Britain would still be willing to make mi 
uraagement oa this subject, which should be alike honorabla 
Mid B^TultBgeciue Co theUaited State! — 

And ^tiiHeim, under tt>e administratioD of Preaideat Madison, 
when the arrangeinent of the mattets in eontrOTsrsr between 
the United States and Great Britain was made with His Britnnie 
MaJMif'i minister, David Montagne Erskine, Bsquire, the im- 
pressment of seamen whs not considered (rf sufficient importance 
to make a conditlos of that i 



And whereas all the tnropean powers, as irell at the IToited - 
States, recognize the principle that their subjects have no right Co 
expatriate themselves, and that the nation has a right to the ser- 
vices of all its citizens, eepecislly in time of war ; and none uf 
those powers respect the neutralizalion laws of others so far an 
to admit their operation Id contravention of that principle-~aD(t 
' tt is mBDifeatlynnjust for a nentrsl power to make war upon one 
nation, in ordv to cocnpel it to relinquieh a principle which ta 
maintained b; the others — Sus. 

Extract of a PTtambk and Order adopted b»f 
the Legblatwe of Maafochtuettt, 5tk Febrmcay, 1813. 
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The Uw ot nationi bu detenained tbe boundaiiei of 
the right of blockade : that ia theTefore a quesftia 
which of courge admitted of no doubt ; and on the 
qnestion of Great Britain reclaiming hei own snbjects, 
her right had never beea doubted, and any further afae 
never yet claimed j but even made overtures to suspend 
iMMtihtiea, in order to negotiate on the points in dis- 
pute' 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



A large Aaaican Force marched to the FroMiert eg 
Upper and Lower Canada — Movement 0/ tlie Weatem 
DiviHon of the Ammcaa Army — General Winchetler 
advances to ihe Rieer Rairin — Colonel Proctor aiiacba 
Geneml Winchetler in the ViUage of French Tovm^ 
Surrender of Oeiteral Winchester with hit whole Force — 
Affaif at Ogdensburgh — Lieutenant Colonel Mc. Don- 
ald, of the Glengary Li^ InfantrVy attacks that 
Post — Tl>e gamsoa con^telg rotUe^Renew of the 
Conques t — Bemarki . 

Before the close of the yev 1813, it vras maiufeBt 
from the moTemenlB of the American umy to die frm- 
tiers of Upper and Lowei Canada, that va the opening 
of the campaign of 1813, a descent upon those colonies 
W83 menaced in earnest. Meaeuies were therefore 
immediately adopted by Sir George Prevost, the governor 
general, for their defence; but the small British force 
then occupying the Canadas, and the wide extent of 
frontier the British commander in chief had to defend, 
rendered it impossible, at any onespot, to cope with the 
onemy in point of numbers. 

The American army, to whom was committed at this 
time the honor of eo'igueritig Canada, was divided into 
three divisions denominated, from the positions they 
had taken, the Army of the North, commanded by 
General Hamphm, and stationed along the southern 
shore of Lake Champlain, on the south precincts of 
Lower Canada ; the second, the Army of the Centre, 
consisting of seven thousand effective men, which was 
ugain subdivided into two, commanded by Generals 
Dearborn and Wilkinson, were posted from Bufiblo, at 
ihe Lower extremity of Lake Ene, to Sackett's Harbor 
attiie Lower end of Lake Ontario; and the third, the 
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Anuy of die West, cooristiiig of " eight tiiosaud effective 
men*," commanded by Geneials Harrison and Win~ 
Chester, whose limits extended tdong the south shore of 
I<ake Erie, from Buffalo westwardly as fai as the British 
frontier eitended- 

The shameful and tinlooked for smrender by Gleneral 
Hall of the whole Michigan Territory with all the regu< 
lar and militia forces under his eoramand, had so 
completely astounded the Ajnerican government, that 
DO effiirt had been made, up to this period, to recover 
their lost possesuona by tiiat suneudet. The army 
under Generals Harrison ukd Winchester was therefore 
directed to that enterprise, after wMch it was to co- 
merate with the other two armies in the invasion of 
Canada. 

Oeneral Winchester, certainly nnadvisedly, advanced tQ . 
the village of French Tav/n tai the River Rai«lk, abont 
eighteen mites frran Detrcrit, and about thirty-four miles 
frma the rapids of the Miami, with the advance of the army 
consisting of "one thousand effective ment,"chiefly 
compiled of the Kentucky vtdunteers. With this force 
General Winchester noeditated an attack upon Detroit^ 
with a view to force a capitulatio&, as a prelinuniiry to 
the descent upra Upper Canada. 



'American Account. 



■f-Geoeral Harriioii'B Letter to Qovtroor Hein 
Qoarten, North Woteni AnD^, Rapids of Ui 
Jane, 1813. 
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" TooGonfident in (he fears of the e&«myXt"foihisowii 
good, General Winchester vezy incautiously advanced 
toe far. Colonel Proctor, to whom was committed the 
command of the British foreea on that part of the lines, 
moved out witb-a body of regulars and militia consistisg 
of five hondred and forty-seven, indading officers and 
men, and about two hundred Indians, in order to dift- 
lodge General Winchester from his position. On the 
evening of the 21st of January, the enemy was first 
discovered, with his right wing lodged in the homes in 
the village, each of which was strongly defended by 
stockade work, and formed, as it were ot itself, a little 
fort : his left wing had fortified themselves io the rear ai 
a picket fence. 

About daylight, on the morning of the 22d, the attack 
Vraa commenced on thejight wing of the American anojr, 
• and such was the ardor and impetuosity displayed by 
the British fwces employed in the attack, that, in fifleea 
or twenty minutes from the commencement, that wing 
was completely dislodged &nd driven-ficmsB the rivci in 
disorder ; but a body of Indians, that had been puipoeely 
posted in their rear, intercepted dieir retreat, and' the 
whole was either kiUed or taken prisoners. Colojtel 
Proctor followed ,upthe sHttck upon the left wing ; but, 
as their position was yet more sferongly fortified and their 
strength more easily united, they were enabled to anstaia 
an action of nearly an hour and a half, in whic^h they 
received three ot four successive charges ; but 'finding; 
themselves outflanked, and by their poeidon which, ia 
consequence of the nature of the ground, it was impos- 
sble to change, Uiey were in duiger of being eofiladedj 

Tertns of cnpitnlatioa were agreed apon, by whicb 
the vtiuAe Of General Wiocbestei's comoiand mat had 
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survived 6te favy of the battle were surrrn^red priwrf- 
ers of war, amounting to upwards of six hundred". In 
this sanguinary engagtment, the loss of the Americans, 
in killed and wounded, was nearly fire himdredf; 
while that of the British was only twenty-four killed 
Bud oDe huudred and sisty-one wounded. 

The next affair in sQ'cceesioTi occurred at Ogdensburgb, 
a post on the American side of the River St. Lawrence, 
on the morning of the 22d Februaiy, 1818. The 

Xdition, waj undertaken, in pursuance of Bit 
: from Sir Qeorge Prevost, who had arrived at 
Preseot the day previous, with a view efiectually to 
stop certain predal inroads of the enemy J. 

About sTinriMOn tiiemdmin^of the 22d, Lieutenant' 
Colonel Ate. Donald, rf the Glengary Fencible Lig^t 
Infantry, with mosr of the Garrison of Prescot under ■ 
bis command, oonsieting of about five hundred meri, 
composed of regulars, feocibles and militia, crossed ttie 
St La:wi:«uce, on the ica, which at this place is about a 
telle and a quarter in width. The British forces, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Mc. Donald, were divided into two 
wings, the right of which was commanded by Captain 
Jenkins of the Glengary Feucibles, and was ordered 
to attack the enemy's left, and, if necessary, to cut off 
his retreat. Cajit. Jenkins moved on with his detachment 



fColoDCl Proctor's Despatches, dated 2Stb Juiuiiry, 1S13. 

;a horde of msnnden, who for a len^h of timebwl mode Ae 
viUBce of Ogdensburgh iheir chief place of resort, were in the 
eontinual habit, by their noctnrual predatory incunioni, of in- 
festing the pescesble and defeocelesi inhabitants vitliin thtir 
Teach, residing along the Csnadiui side oftheRivei'St.LawrGQO*, 
irenxMelf situated from a miliUtr; poM, 
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^ezecate the orders he had received ; while Lieuten^ 
tint C(^nel Mc Doaold marched forward toward tba 
enemy's batteries id the' town. Both wings, but espe- 
cially tbat under Capt^ Jenkins, while crossing the' 
nver, were exposed to a galling oblique fire from the 
American batteries; and ^le snow being nncommonly 
deep on the ice, very materieJly obstiucted their pasee^. 
The columns, however, advanced in the face of every 
^position ; and that ui^er the comm^d of Lieutenant 
Colonel Mc. Donald, first gwning the American shore, 
proceeded to drive the enemy from his Btrong-holds- 

The American troops, who were stationed on the 
banks to oppose the colnmns in their approach to the 
iand, fled towards the works in confusion. The left 
■ wing then ascended the height, and under a heavy fire 
of artillery from the fort, drove a column of the enemy's 
hifantry to the woods for belter. Colonel Mc. Dondd 
then proceeded to the fiist battery, which be carried at 
die point of the bayonet. Captain Eustace then, with 
ft detachment of (hs same wing, made his way into @i& 
mun £}rt, in oider to &dlow up the success ; when he 
4nive the enemy from the works, who left the fort in 
die utmost confusion, by an opposite sallyport, in pursuit 
Of (heir compaaicit)S| who h«d previously taken refuge in' 
flw woodg. 

About the seme mom^t that Cokmel Mc Donald's 
divisisn dro^ (he enemy's infantry towards the fort, 
Captain Jenkins lud made Ae shore, and mth his divi- 
sion was cfaa^ng a seven gun battery, covered fay a, 
body of infantry, two hundred strong, who maintained 
a geJling fire upon htm with musketry, while the hbttery 
continued to pout npon him the most tremendoaa show- 
ers of grape aad canister. 

At the very oommencement of this charge, the brave 
Jenkins received a wound with a grape shot in his left 
arm, whichliterally shivered itin pieces; still hia couraero 
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obtbing abated, he continued to lead on bis gallant fol- 
loTrers to the assault, wben he received a severe wound 
hi his right ana ; yet with the most ' enthn&iastic gal- 
lantly did he continue to advance at the head of his 
Utile baud of Spartsns, cheeiing them Ibnv&rd, until by 
(be l«3s of bihod and the increraing pain of his wounds, 
be feH in the snow comdetely exhausted. The com- 
msud of the right wing uien devolved on Lieutenant 
Mc. Auley, of the same corps, who «Httinued the charge 
upon theenemy'swrnks; out, for wantof discipline, tiie 
. militia wete unable to maint^a their order tiiroagh 
the snow, and keep np with Oie more disciplined troops'; 
that ^visim was, therefwe, forced for a time to retire 
without effecting its purpose. ■ 

Sir George Prevost, in bis despatches to Earl Batlrai^, 
when detainng thix aJSair, dwells emphatictdly on the 
gallantly and self devotion to tbe service c^ his king 
andcounn^ of Ae brave Captain Jenkins, and earnestly 
reeommenda him to the pttculiar favor and protectitNi of 
His Royal Highness, tbe Prince Regent. 

In this brilliant enter|Hise thue was captored from 
tbe enemy a vast (quantity at military 'and marine stores, 
together with eleven pieces of ordnance. Two schoo- 
ners and two or three gun boats which were Itud np in 
the harbor, with tbe military barradcs, were all commit- 
ted to the flames. About eighty prisoners, four or five 
of whom were officers, were also taken and marched io 
Prcscot for further disposal. 

Much has been said by American writers regard- 
ing th<r couduf.t of the combined forces at the aflair of 
ri::neh{own. They have not even stopped to charge 
British oil" ccfG aud soldiers with the most enonnous cru- 
elties, rummittcd in conii]ncti<»i with the Indians, when 
it was in t!ii;ir power to have prevented them. Such 
have been the eonfe,'mptililc misrepresentations to which 
many publications, otbenvise deserving merit, have de- 
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■cended, ae well of this as many othor afibirs during t^e 
war ; and even usoDgSt a few British subjects they hava 
gaised credence' 

Gepertif 'HanisoD, however, iu writing his def^tchea 
to Governor Meigs, as well as several officers of his 
anoy who avail themselves of the General's express to 
vrite to their Ineuda in Chilicothe, in most rf their let- 
ters give the details (^ the battle, bat seem to be igDO- 
rant as regards the greatest part of that " massacre" as it- 
has ^een gravely termed. It is gathered fnna these 
desjMtches and letters by a Chihcolfae Joumai oi the 
2d February, 1813, that " those who surrendered them- 
■elves on Qie field of batde were taken prixmers hf the 
Briti^, while those who attempted to escape were pur- 
sued, tomahftwked and -scalped-" Now, eyes this 
account, in part, is incorrect ; for the Indians, hy whom 
they were assailed in the rear, were posted there for the 
express purpose of cutting off their retreat ; and those 
who surrendered to the Indians were safely conducted 
to the Biitish c«mp ; bvt sudi was the panic with which 
these unfortunate fugitives were seized, that no persna- 
Hon on the part d* the ludiaik chiefs, who were fully 
disposed to oanply with the orders of General Proctor, 
could prevail on Ihemto surrender until tbev were.either 
wounded and taken, or overtaken in the chase by their 
pursuers, when no efibrts at the chiefs could save theit^ 
from their fury. 

In a letter containing copies (d despatches from Gener 
ni Hsmson, dated 24th Juinary, 1813, it is stated, 
^f tiiat ^^n die attack commenced, General Winches- 
ter ordered a retreat, but, from the utter confumoa which 
prevailed, diis coutd not be e&cted ; and be then told 
Ihem to take care every^ man for himself, and attempted 
to m^e his own escape on horseback, but was overtaken 
before he had gone a mile, by the Indians, €tnd killed 
and icaiped. Sia body too« cut tip and mangkd in 4 
t^e/tirg ffiCMwer, and one <^ kia bonds cut off.''' Now, 
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kere is an Kvrtal Indian tale, manufactured as many 
otiiers have been ef the like descri^on, which turns 
out to be a mere fabrication ; for when General Win- 
chester found himself pursued in his attempt to escape, 
he with a few others surrendered themselves to a cluef 
of the Wyandot nation, and not a hair of their heads 
were hurt, extxpt the injury received from the fright- ■ 

It is also stated in the same letter, that Colonels Allen 
and Lewis were amoni; the slain ; in contradiction of 
which, in General Harrison's letter to Governor Meigs, 
dated 29th Jannary, it is stated that General Winchester, 
Colonel Lewis and Brigade Major Gerrard are among 
the prisoners. The conclusion is plain, that had those 
deluded people not have been overcome by fear, and 
■urrendeFed themselves at once, they might have en- 
joyed the same safety as did General Winchester anil 
nil compauitmi- 
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CHAPTER XXin. 

Ineasion of FwA, Upper Cafiada — Fall of the Redoubts 
defending the Harbor and Citadel— Explosion of a 

~ Magaane vrithitt the Citadel — General Pike danger- 
ously wounded by the Fall of the Timbers, 5fc— 
Retreat of General Sheaffe and the Surrender of the 
Town — Loss of the iKo Armies — Atcoaion of the JVia- 
gara Frontier — A vigorous Defence made by the SegVi- 
lars and MiHtia employed in the Defence t^ihatPosl~~ 
The British compelled to retreat — The Amerij;an Army 
itioves on BurUnglan Heights — Tlie Amaican Army 
attacked, under Night, in their Camp at Stony Creehr— 
Defeat of the American Army — American Force re- 
treats to Fort George — British Forces, under GeneruU 
Vincent, follow the Enemy— 'Affair at the Beaver 
Dams. ." . 

In the month of April, 1813, the tee having completely 
broken up in the poet of Saekett's Harbor, where the 
American squadron under Commodore Chauncey had 
wintered, General Dearborn, commanding the right di- 
vistoiu>f the Army of the Centre, consisting of four 
tho^Ad men stationed in that vicinity, selected two 
thooHbd of the most efficient of his division*, and on 
the 22d of the month embarked them on board the fleet 
with which he ascended the lak^, and with this force 
appeared off the harbor of VoiIe, the capital of Upper 
Canada, on the monung of the 27th. 

The enemy appearin^to threaten an attack upon the 
town, General Sheatie cjfccted his forces which consist- 
ed of about seven bunqFd ni^u, including re^lars and 

'AioericMt Hiitory of the War, pubUahed in Jitw-VotiL. 

D5-,.-.ii„Googlc 



i 



THE l^TE WAR. ISk 

militia, with about one hundred Indiana ; and with tbeM 
he made a most detennined resistance to the landing of 
the enemy ; hut at length, overcome hy numbers, he 
was compelled to retire; by which means the enemy 
was enabled to eflect his landing a short distance above 
the fort, which was situated about two miles to the we(» 
ward of the town, at the entiiUice of the harbor. 

So goon as the Amencau troops, Who were led on by 
General Pike, had made good their landing, they formed 
into two lines, (the front of which was commanded 
personalty by General PLkey and the rear or reserve 
Kne by Colonel Pearce,) and in this ordw advanced 
upon the first battery uid' carried it by assault; they 
then advanced towards the citadel in the same order, 
and by the sSme means c^thned- aa intervening batteiy. 

Here the colunms halted, in otder to dress the linet 
for ftu attack upon the mun wwks. At this moment a 
lai^ magazine accidentally exploded, hy which a 
quantity of stones and timbers were thrown into the air, 
and in their fall killed and wounded a number on both 
■ides, fUDon^ whom- was the American General Pike. 

The British r^nfars and militia, highly &j:^reci«tiug 
(he charge committed to them by their kingwid country, 
in the defence of the capital, performed prodigies of 
valw } but being overpowered by a force nearly three 
times ^eir dumber and in a high state of disQii^e||, 
Aey were cwnyelled to' retreat towards the town. 

Oeneia] Sheafie then held a council with his priDcipal 
officers and the civil authorities of the town, by whcou 
h was advised that he should retreat towards Eingstoit 



BTke American troops bad been prepuing tor tbj» apeditioB 
tkt irliole winter, and no pain* bad b««a apatcd in tbeii dbci- 
pliue. 
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Trith the remainder of Hia Majesty'B troops; uid that 
mdaut of mihtia efaould treat wiQi the Ameri- 



ran oammBndei fof tenns for the surrender of York- 

Atthe capture of York, the British lost not less than 
four hundred, three huudred of whom were made pri- 
mners of war, uid abont forty killed and wounded bf 
the explosion. The Americans lost three hundred and 
•eyenty-eight, thirty-eight of whom were killed and 
two hundred and twenty-tw* wounded uy the exploeioD 
of the magazine- General Pike died of his contu^ona 
a few minutes after being carried on board one of the 

Od tbe 8th of May, Gie American army nnder Gene- 
ral Dearborn once more evacuated York, from whence 
they proceeded again to Sackett'sTiarbor, when* prepa- 
rations were immediately made for invading the Niagara 
frontier. The necessary preparations being completed, 
the American fleet, on the 23d of the same month, 
sgain ascended Lake Ontario, and on the morning of 
the 27th, appeared off the harbor of Newark- 

Thc momiog proved very favorable to the invaders, 
ua dense fog had settled on the river and the margio 
of the lake for nearly half a mile out; and consequently 
they weie not perceived until the flotilla of boats bear- 
ing the troops of the enemy were within a few rods' of 
the shore. The boats employed in the transportation of 
the enemy from the right bank of the river, fell down 
the river undercover of the fog, until they joined those 
disembarking from tbe fleet, where the whole landed 
on the beach, on the right nde of the entraace (^ the 
harbor. 

So soon as the enemy's fleet mtde Its appearance be- 
fore the harbor, the garrison was placed in the best 
poaubte posture of defence; and a vigorous stand was 
nwde ^j General Vincent to the landing i^ Uieir troopa j 
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but being oveipowered by the numerical Etreogth of the 
assailanta, it was found necessary to spike the guns, 
destroy the magazines, and retire as well from the main 
fort a« from the outworks, though not until a loss had 
been sustained on the part of the British of nearly three 
hundred and fifty including regulars and mihtia. 

It was evident from the conduct of the Canadian mi- 
litia at the captures of York and Fort Gleorge, th^t they 
were fast attaining to a high state of military discipline. 
The marked coolness and fearless intrepidity with which 
the York and Lincoln militia resisted the approach of 
the enemy towards their shores, would have raflected 
honOT on a band of veterans long accustomed to " the 
ilin of arms." 

like Ameiicans moved foiwaid in Aree strong brigades, 
under Generals Chandler, Winder, and £oyd, with an 
advance of light troops and rifiemen, under Colonels 
Scott and Forsyth, ue^whole commanded by Genenl 
Lewis the next in command to Oeneral Dearborn, whose 
low state of health at this time compelled him to keep 
his bed, from whence he- issned all hia orders. The 
loss of the Americans, according to their own account, 
at the action before Ftwt George, wa» not less than two 
hundred.- 

Genera] Vincent continTied his retreat as far as Bur- 
linglios Heights, near the head waters of Lake Ontario,; 
md, on the 1st day of June, was followed by an Ameri- 
caa army of three thousand five hundred infantry and 
ahout three hundred cavalry, commanded by Generals 
Chandler and Winder, for the purpose, as was vainly 
boasted, of making prisoners of me whole Britisfa army, 
and &US terminate die contest of the north-western 
filOBtier. 

On the evemng of the 6th, die enemy's forces eaomp- 
ed neat the villftge of Stoi^ Creek, about niae nules 
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fiom Ae British cantonments, with full ptirpose to cloae 

Dp with the British aejt day and attack their porifton- 
But General Vincent, who bad taken every puns to 
ascertain the strength of the force widi which he was 
menaced, despatched Colonel Harvey with two cwnpa- 
nies of light infantry, to reconnoitre their camp ; and 
from Ibe report of that officer, General Vincetrt was re- 
■olved to attack them that very night 

Alt the troops, hoth regulars and militia, Aat could 
pos»bly be spared from the garrison at Burhngttn 
Heights, togeUier with those who had retreated froia 
Fort Getn'ge, amounting in ^1 to about seven hundred^ 
were ordered to be io readiness for a movement- Im- 
mediately after dark, they commenced an advance 
towards Stony Creek, where, after several halts, in order 
to reconnoitre the country through which they were 
marching, they arrived between one and two o'clock of 
the morning of the 6th of June. Immediately, the 
quarter guard of the enemy was surprised and taken, 
and the assdlants rushed into the camp where all was in 
apparent security. But snch a scene of carnage com- 
menced — the huzzas of the beseigers, the yetis of the 
Indians led on by Captain Brant, the clashing of bayo- 
nets and above all the thunder of the cannon and 
musketry, rendered ittruly appalling. A column of the 
enemy was at lenf^h formed into some kind of order, 
but to no purpose; they were by this time completely 
imnerved and (Hspirited, which, together with the dark- 
ness of the night and the clouds of smoke, threw them 
into the greatest confusion and disorder. Xot so, bow- 
ever, with the British troops, their plans had been so 
well concerted that every man knew the rallying signal ; 
they were, therefore, at all times beyond surprise. 
The American anny, being completely disctnnfitedj 
Mtreated fromtbeir bivouac in &e greatest cuiftiiioB. 
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Ab soon u Oeneral Vincent bad completed the defeat 
<d Ae eaemr, he again fell back upoa Buriiugton 
Heights, taking as tropliies of his victory three field 
piecec and a biasB fiehl howitzer, captured fram the 
tttemj, besides both their genends and about one hon- 
died and fifty officeis, sergeants and r&nk and file. 

After die defeat at ShaiT Creek, the American timr, 
in the most indiscribable terrn, retreated towards 
Fort deorge, irilfaoutlbe least military order or subor- 
dination ; in fact, socb officers as could avail thentBelves 
<^ horfcs on the load, regardless of the means employed 
toi that purpose, look them and made their wav to the 
lines -mm all possible qieed, and left the rest of the army 
to shift for themselves; they therefore retreated in 
mall detached parties, some of whom had exonerated 
themselves of their arms and equipments- Thus did 
diey travel towards their head quarters in parties of 
fiom two or three to a dozen ; and were, in compassion 
for their sufferings, succored by those very people whose 
hoDses, a day or two previous, they hod ransacked and 
fdondercd. 

A abort time afterwards, Oeneral "Vmcent, receiving 
Boine rdnforcements, marched towards Fort George wim 
a view to invest ^t post- He formed his line oirthe 
Foot MUe Creek, widi his left resting on the lake- 

Oenenl Lewis, who now had the full command <^ the 
American army, (General Dearborn having resigned,) 
findinghis advanced posts and foraging parties continu- 
ally harrassed and frequently made piisonera by small 
detachments of British troops stationed at difierent posts 
through the country in order to maintain a communica- 
tion £at supplies might be received in the camp, 
deqiatched Colcmel Boerstler with about six or seven 
Irandred men to tUsperse these small camps so annoying to 
hu army The American Colonel was however attained 
hj a body of ladiaa warriors headed by Cfl^itain Brant, 
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fa}9»rted hy a piquet rf neulf one hundred men, neai 
the viUage of Beav^ Dams ; and avA wu the terror tA 
C<Aoae] BoeTBflei and those imder his ccnnmand, that he 
'mratdered hinuelf ud hb whole force to Colonel 
Kahop. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



Jn Expedi&on formed at Kmgston agaaul SacketC$ 
Harbor — Fatl'tre of thai Exjiedition — Affairs in the 
Neighborhood of Detroil — ■General Proctor marches a 
Force against Fort Meigs — Arrival of General Clay 
Kith a Reinforcement jar the Army under General 
Harrismi — An Attack upon (he British Batteries — The 
British, in lvm,jittack the Aniencan Position — The 
Ammeana suffer a total Defeat — Loss sustained on 
both Sides — General Proctor returns to Detroit- 

DuRHra tbe operadons on the N'Sagara frontier, an 
expedition vras fitted uut at Kingston for a descent upon 
Sackett's Harbor, nuder a matual arfangement between 
Sir George Prevost the commander in chief and Sii 
James Lucas Teo tbe British commodore. 

On the 26th of May, the expedition was ready for 
sailing. It consisted of tbirty-tbree gun boats, each 
carrying a proportion of troops, accompanied by tha 
commodore's nag-sbip About ten o'clock that night, 
they weighed anchor and stood for the American side of 
the lake. On their appearance before Sackett's Harbor, 
the alarm was instantly given ; and the regulars and 
militia, posted in the neighborhood, hurried to the relief 
of ^e troops left by General Dearborn for the defence of 
the place. 

Colonel Bapies, who commanded the British troops 
on this expeditiaD, lost no time in efl^cting a landing, 
though in the face of a large body of American milibs 
nnder Colonel MilU, posted on dte beadi for the purpose 
of opposing their debarkation. No sooner had the Bri- 
tish troops formed on the beach and thrown in a volley 
upon the enemy, than they fled in canfusioo. Tb« 
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gnnadien of the lOOdi Regiment formed &e British 
■dTance-guard, who gallantly drove Uie eoemy trosa 
every post of which' they had taken possession. 

General Brown, of the U'nited States militia, having 
cdlected alo^ forCe, hurried toSackett's Harbor where 
he assumed the command of the whole j and, advancing, 
attacked Ihe' rear of the British, w4iile they were 
assailed in front by the batteries, which completely dia- 
concerted the movements of the Ooops for a moment 

Colonel Baynes perceiving Irom the immense force 
which was now oppo^d to him, that it would be impos- 
sible to attain the primary object of tbe expedition, it 
Was therefore deemed advisable to abandon the enter- 
prise; the troops wete aeoordingly re-embarked, alter 
having suGtained'a li»s of two hundred and fifty-nine in 
killed, wounded andmisdng, while that of the enemy 
must have be«a doi^le Qttt number- 
Had the object for which tbia espediti(at was jdauned 
succeeded, namely, the capture of the town and arsenal, 
the American loss would nave been immense, as this 
Was the grand depot for the wbcde naval and milit&ry 
stores for Qie service of the lakes and the Army of the 
Centre as well as the tmUtiain that vicinity. Already 
had the enemy burnt a quantity of the stores, with an 
intention nodoubtof evacuating the place, when Gene- 
ral Brown arrived vrith a large reinforcement which 
immediately urested the cirrent of victory. 

The movements in the neighborhood of Amherstburg 
and the Michigan spd Ohio frontiers, are next in suc- 
cession for cousideratian. After the signal defeM of 
General Winchester at the Hiver Raisin, General Har- 
rison took, np a position with the whole remaining force, 
consisting '□( two thousand, five hundred men, at' Fort 
MeigS, a pent on the left bank of Mauniee river, there 
to aw^t ^ airival (^ leinftncementa to enable hira, 
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with e&ct, to attack forts Detroit and Amberstbui^. 
The American commaDder had employed every means 
which art cotdd suggest, in order to Ntrengthen Fort 
Meisa: he had so completely entrenched himself as to 
bid defiance to an assault by any British force which 
could in that quarter be brought against him- 

About the flOth of April, 1813, General Proctor col- 
lected a force of about nine hundred wd thirty men 
inclading four hundred uid sixty of the militia, besides 
twelve hundred Indians, at Detroit, and embarked them 
on board a flotilla <£ gun boaU and batteaux, whence 
&ey proceeded across the lake to the month of Maumee 
River which they ascended about twelve miles, and 
landed at Fort Meigs, the position of General Harrison. 
Here the construction of batteries was immediately 
commenced ; but owing to the foirents of rain which 
continued to fall during the whole period the batteries 
were being erected, rendered it impossible to complete 
them before the first of May ; on the morning of which 
a regular siege was commenced upon the enemy's f«t, 
but without making the least apparent impression. 

A detachment consisting of the flank companies with 
a field-piece was then selected to ctobs the river with » 
view to enfilade the enemy's position, while an inces- 
rant fire waa maintained by the artillery upon both sidea 
until the morning of &e 6th, when an officer arrived 
•t Fort Meigs with a small detachment from General 
Clay's division, bearing intelligeace that that general 
was now <mly a few mUes distant, on his way to rein- 
force the garrison i:^ Fort Meigs with his whole di^sion 
oonasting d thirteen hundred men. On this informa- 
tion. General Harrison immediately despatched an 
express to General Clay, with orders that he should 
land the troops under hu command on the right bs^ of 
the river, with a view to penetrate and destroy the Bri- 
tish batteries and spike the guns. At the time General 
Clay was met by the courier from General' Harrison, he 
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vm only ft short distuice from Fort Meigs : he imme- 
diately passed to the opposite side of the river, and 
after examining the hanks for some distance downwards, 
found a coil venient place to disembark. After landing, 
th^ troops were formed into two columns, the command 
of the front of which was confided to Colonel Dudley, 
which was iatepded for the attack. In this order they 
advanced so rapidly on the British batteries, and had so 
completely eluded the view of the sentinels, that -wilhiii 
a few minutes, and without the loss of a single mas oa 
their part, they had executed General Harrison'9iorden, 
and taken a few piisoners- 

At the mogient that Cdonel Dudley commenced the 
assault upon the British 'batteries, General Hariieon 
made a sortie with his whole force upon the flank com- 
panies; but their defence was so determined, that he 
was completely foiled in every assault. The British 
reserve troops were immediately rallied, amouirtiDg to 
ftbout two hundred Including regulars and miU)i>, the 
most of the latter being employed hy the comnussarist, 
collecting supplies for the troops. This small detach- 
ment, under the gallant Captain Muir of the 4,1st 
Regiment, advanced upon the enemy who was strongly 
posted in line in rear of the British batteries, with his 
right reslijigon the river, his centre extending through 
a clear space, while his left was lost to view in the.sd- 
joining >voods. 

■ So soon as Captain JWuir advanced within view of the 
enemy's line; he formed line tvithin the verge of the 
woods, with files a little extended, and in this position 
threw in a well directed volley upon the enemy's right- 
The enemy immediately returned the fire; after which, 
for some time, 'an incessant fire was maintained upon 
both aides with great effect. It was evident, however, 
that the British, whose number was originally smell, was 
fast decreasing, when the brave and intrepid Caplaiu 
ehamb«n of the 41st Begiment, who bad prevlouslf 
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equipped himself with the arms and aecmitTenieaU of 
an UDKirtunate soldier of liis own regiment, who had 
nlieady fallen in the field, exclaimed, " This will not 
do — we must charge them- " 

The order to charge was iDStantly communicated along 
the iine, when immediately the IHtle band, chiedy 
composed of the41stRegiment supported byafewmiii- 
tiamen, emerged from the woods, with the gallant and 
fearless Muir at their head, and his Jirave coadjutor 
Chambers on the left, (at once perfonning the duty of a 
loldier m the double capacity of an officer and private,) 
and rushed upon the right oi the enemy's column 
lliia movement was as ^lant as it was prompt and 
decisive, and entirely confirmed the fortunate issue of 
that biiltiant achievement : the enemy hesitated, waver- 
ed, and at length gave way ; the panic was immediately 
imparted throughout their whole line, when they turn- 
ed in confusion and retreated towards their boats, , 
spreading tcnut in their flight; but the Indians, 
who all this time had remained silent spectators 
of this sanguinary struggle, watching for a favorable mo- 
ment to commence the work of death, intercepted their 
retreat; and, before they could reach their boats, up- 
wards of six hundred and fifty of them were killed. 

The enemy's loss, in this affair, in killed, wounded 
and prisooers, was no less than eleven hundred and 
forty-five. Among the killed was the American Colonel 
Dudley, a brave, intrepid and magnanimous ofGeer. 
The British lost, in the action of the 5th, fourteen killed 
and forty-seven wounded. Of this loss the 41st Regi- 
oent tdone had elevenkilled and thirty-nine wounded. 

After flie action, Geneial Proctor was informed by the 
Indian chiefs, that it was impossible to restrain their 
warriors from their ancient and established cuatwn of 
returning home to their village*, after a battle of »ny 
consequence, (.as was the action just fought,) ti> enjoy 
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t)i(.'ms«lves in & rereliy in the plunder ibey had acquired ; 
ht! was, therefore, on the 9tn of the month, cMUpelled 
to embark his guns and stores, under the fire of the 
tiieniy's batteries, and henceforth abaudoa the enter- 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



AeHon between the Peacock and Hornet — The Peacock 
tnrrend^s and Hoists a Signal of Dutreis — Lots of 
the two coiUeTidmg Veitela — Reeeptum of Captain 
Lawrence in the United States — Captain Laurrence 
appointed to the Ormmand of the Cheaapea^—AffaiT 
between that Frigate and the Shannon before Boston 
Harbor — Surrender of the Chesapeake — Lost of both 
Frigates — Ranarks — Action between the British Slo(^ 
of Waf Pelican and the United States Sloop of War 
Argus — Surrender of the Argus — Loss sustained — 
Etxgagement between the Brig Boxer and tiie Brig 
Enterprise. 

It is proper, in this period of the neurradve, to take a 
retrospect of tbe aaval operations of the year, both as . 
respects the seaboKrd and the lakes of Upper Canada; 
as much of the movemeots of the land lorces on the 
Canadian frontiers to the Westward, depended on having 
the coimnaud of Lake Erie. Hitherto the arms of Great 
Britain, by land, (a few unavoidable reverses excepted,) 
have been covered with victo^v, notwithstanding tiie 
great superiority of numbers with which they^had at all 
times to contend. The national skill, and the heroic 
courage of the navies of the belligerents appear to be 
more on an equal footing. There are causes, however, 
to which this equality in naval gallantry and skill ia 
to he ascribed, and to which, in a fimner part of this 
Tvorichaa already been alluded. 

The naval actions of any conseqnence, during th« 
year 1813, were commenced by the British annedhrig 
Peacock, Captain William Peake, and the American 
armed brig Hornet, Capt^n Lawrence, ofi* the coast of 
Demarara, in latitude nearly six degrees north, longitude 
50 degrees west- 
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On the 24ih of March, Captain Peake discovered the 
Homet beating against the wind, for the purpose, as 
would appear, of coming up with em English brig Ijjag 
at anchor near the Carabona banks, on that coast. The 
Peacock immediately stood for her under a crowd of 
canvaBS,AihichCaptunX'awre!ice, perceiving, put about 
and laid his course to meet his adversary. 

About half put five o'clock, P.M.,theveBKlR airired 
within range of shot, and almost at the same moment 
tit time each fired a broadside. The action was'main- 
tained, for &bout fifteen minutes, with the utmost 
vigor upon both sides; the Homet was then laid 
vpon the staiboard quarter of her antagonist, for 
Ae p'lrpoee of raking her, while the Peacock wu 
Giipned in such a manner that it became impossible 
to fetch her round. In this position the battery 
at the Homet was so ably directed in raking her, 
Aat she was found to be sinsing, and was therefore, ia 
a few minutes, compelled to strike her flag and hoist a 
eigoal of distress at the same moment. Captain Law- 
rence, perceiTing a ugnal of distress on board of his 
vanquiuied enemy, immediately despatched bia boats in 
order to save the crew ; but in spite of every effort, tbe 
Peacock went down, carrying with her nine ot her own 
crew and three of the Hornet's, who were with a hu- 
mane and laudable zeal exerting themselves for the 
safety of &e wounded. 

The loss <^ the British, in killed and wounded, in 
Amb action, was thirty-eight, five of whom were killed, 
amongst which number was the gallEUit Captain Peake. 
Hie American loss was trifling, being only one killed 
and four wounded*. 
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On tlie BTriTBl of Captain Lavtrrace in the United 
States, he was evety where greeted with the enthusias- 
tic }daudits of his grateful country ; and wa§, by the 
goremment, as a marit of its approbation for his consum- 
mate skill and courage, aj^Krinted lo the command of the 
Chesapeake frigate, then repairing in the harbor of 



Whea Captain Lawrence arrived at Boston to assume 
die command of the Chesapeake, the Shannon and the 
Tenedos, two British frigates, were cruising without the 
bsrbor. With « view to sfibrd Csjitain Lawrence and 
faia country a full opportunity oi testing the relative 
fikill and' prowess of the British and American navy. 
Captain Brcdie, of the Shannon frigate, ordered the 
Tenedofi to lay her couise to the ocean, and at the end 
of a month to join him at the same place- 

The Tenedos having separated, Captain Broke wore 
&e Shannon dawn into the mouth of Boston harbor, 
coming close by the light house; having the British 
ccJors flying at the mast head. This was a naval chal- 
lenge of which Captain Lawrence did not a£kct the 
least ignorance, but with as little delay as posaibte got 
ready for sea. 

On the 1st di^ of June, between twelve and one 
o'clock, the Chesapeake weighed anchor and stood out 
to meet her adversary. Much naval skill was displayed 
upon both sides in manceuvringthe ships for the action ; 
and about half past fire t^clock, P- M-, the ships arrived 
withm range of each other's cannon. The beach was 
literally covered vrith spectators as far as vinon extend- 
ed, to witness diese two naval champions contend for 
the honor and glory of their country — nay, Cs|)tain 
BnJce had yet something more to achieve : tfie tndent 
bad been putly, in the eyes of the w<^d, wrested frola 
the hand of Britania by the very nation, the champion 
of which he was now about to encounter, and that too 
H3 
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Ml his own shores- A more than ctnunon Interest seem- 
ed to pervade all classes of the spectators, vrhen these 
naval gladiaton, ss it nere, entered the arena. The 
Chesapeake had, in imitatton of the ShannoD, a national 
color at each mast head, on one of which was the inscrip- 
tion, " free trade and sailor's rights." These two ships 
proudly tossed before them the white surf of the oceut, 
in nautical mantEuvriog, as if in defiance of each other. 
At length, ahout half past five o'clock in the evening, 
they came to close quarters, and the battle commenced- 
No sooner had they exckanged a few broadsides than 
the Chesapeake dropped her quarter on the anchor of 
the SlAmuxi, and tibus they became foul in each other's 
rigging- The fire frombothshipsatthia time' was truly 
tremendous; but such was the coolness and intrepidity 
displayed by the British, and such the eSect and preci- 
«on of their fire, that the enemf was ecmipletely drivea 
from his quarters. The boarders of the Shaimon were 
inunediately summoned ; and with Captain Broke at 
itheir head, they rushed on the enemy's decks. 

At this crisis of the engagement, for a few nioineiits, 
a moat confused and disorderly struggle ensued ; buj: the 
enemy was forced, by the boarders, from eveiy poet of 
which he had taken possession, and ultimately called for 
4juarteri- The American Sag was struck and the Bri- 
tish flag hoisted in its stead — the whole of which was 
accomplished in fifteen minutes from the commencement 
of the action. 

, The brave Captain Lawrence, of the Chesapedie, 
was severely wounded at the commencement of the 
action, but refused to leave the deck ; he still, leaning 
on the companion-way for support, continued to issue his 
oideis with the same degree of coolness ; but while call- 
ing up the boarders, he was wounded through the body 
by a musket ball which brought him to the deck, and 
while carrying below by bjs companions, gave his last 
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about to be oppowd ; there can therdm be tm tpmHaa 
bntheputoutto sea prepared in the beat possible maiAiar 
for tbe contest. 

The eapturc of the Chesi^ieake was the pieeorsor to 
another oaval trimnph. It seemed only to evince that 
Briti^ seamen were in that day what they had ever 
been, aad what they woald coDtiniie to be until tbe eod 
of time, when apposed to any thing like an equal force, 
always invincible on their native element to their enemies 
to whatever nation under the sun those enemies be- 
longed. 

On the morning of the 14th <rf August, HisM^esty's 
ekXH) of war Pelican, ctmunanded by Captain Auples, 
while cruising the British channel, perceived a strange 
sail at some, distance, which on closer examination wu 
found to carry American colors and crowding all canvaaa. 
As ihe Pelican bore np to her, she hauled in and clear- 
ed away for ac&m. 

The BritiBh commenced the engagement with three 
cheers ; and for forty-five miRUtes both vessels maintain- 
ed a most deaperate and sanguinary conflict, after which 
tbe Pelican was Laid on board the enemy and the board- 
ers summoned ; bat at die very moment when the 
boarders were about to bmeqI the enemy on his owb 
decks, he hauled down his colors. 

The enemy prored to be the United States sloop of 
war Argus, commanded by Captain Allen. In the first 
of tbe eiq^agement. Captain Allen was wounded in lite 
left le^ about die knee, for which he had to suffer ampu- 
tatioa u the thi^, and of which he died next day.- 

Ths kMi on board the Pelican was two killed and six 
woumled : on board the Argus, the kilted and wounded 
•Rwuiited to forty. . Anuwgst ^e wounded of the Argus 
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w&B the lieutenant, who was also with tbe thecapbrin 
wounded early in die actioa- 

The next engagement to be recorded, was fought 
at some distance from the entrance of Portsmouth har- 
bor, on the coast of New Hampshire, in the United 
States, between His Majesfr's armed brig Boxer, Cap^ 
tain Blythe, and the United States aimed brig Enterprise, 
'Lieuteoant Burrow*. 

On the 6th of September, these two vessels met ; 
and while yet at some distance from each other, the 
Boxer fired a gun by way of challenge and hoisted the 
British colors at each mast head and an ensign at the 
mizen peake. The enemy continued her conrse until 
having wore round and made the weather gage of hifl 
adversary, fired a shot in his turn and hoisted three na- 
tional colors in imitation of the Boxer> 

About two o'clock, P- M., when the two brigs were 
within a few rods of each other, the crew of die Boxer 
gave three cheers and threw in a broadside upon tiie 
enemy, which was immediately returned by the enter- 
prise. This conflict now began toragewith allthefury 
which a seafight was capable of assuming- 

Ahout half past three o'clock, the Boxer becoming 
considerably crippled and consequently unmanageable, 
the Enterprise wore round to lay in a posture for raking^ 
in which position she continued for ten minntes, raking 
the Boxer at each fire with a whole broadside of grape 
and canister, until the situation of the Boxer rendered 
it advisable to surrender, being incapable of further 



In consequence of the cripjded state of the Boxer so 
early in the action, her kws was much greater than diat 
of the enterprise. In this engagement the comnianden 
of both vessels fell j and fte hull and ri^ng of the 
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Boxer was nearly rendered nseles»-before it terminftte^ 
Lieutenant Mc. Call, on whom devolved the coQunaad 
of the Enterpri§e after the death of Lieutenant Burrows, 
took his prize into Portland harbor, where the bodies <^ 
the two hostile cUefs were intened beside eufa oUier 
with military honors 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



If belmeen the hostile Sqaadrons on Lake Erie, 
commanded by Commodores Barclay and Perry^-r' Com- 
modore Perry transfers his Flag, in the Heat of Action, 
in an open Boat— ^British Squadron lurrenders — Be' 
marks — Retreat of the British Forces from Delroitand 
Amherstburg— Action at Moravian Village — General 
Proctor continues his Retreat to Ancaster — Remarks. 

Dniiin^ these operations on the ocean, the American 
wmiea intended for the invasion of Canada, had been 
for the most part quietly resting on their anna, waiting 
for the fitting out of a fleet which was then in a forwara 
state, to contest the dominion of Lake Erie, with Com- 
modore Barclay- In the latter part of August this fleet 
■was ready to sail, consisting of nine vessels of various 
sizes carrying in all fifty-nine guns, the command of 
which was confided to Commodore Perry: 

The British flee't, under Comraodore Barclay, consist- 
ing of six vessels of various sizes, and carrying an 
aggregate of six^-nine gans, on die morning tS the 
lOdi of September, descried the AmericEtn sqnadron at 
anchor in Put-in-bay, near the head of Lake Erie. 
Xhe British commodore immediately crowded sail and 
bore down upon tht^ enemy, which Commodore Perry 
discovering, weighed anchor and got under way to meet 
bim- 

The hostile squadrons formed lines of battle about ten 
o'clock, A. M. — but in consequence of the calm which 
that morning prevailed on the lake, it was forty-five 
nuDutcs past eleven before the ships could appioach 
within range of shot. On the enemy's flag ship, the 
X^awrence, (vrhich was ahead of the squadron,) nearing, 
the Detroit, the flag ship of Commodore Barclay, opened 
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• heaTj fire, in opposition to which, the distance being 
to great, the LawrenGe could not bring her canoDade« to 
bear. CommodorePeny, however, continued to approach, 
hli antagonist, notwithstanding the diBadvanti^efl under 
which he labored. The Que^i Choilotte, by this time, 
had come np and opened her fire upon the American 
commodore ; yet Peny, undismayed by his bazaidous 
situation, steadily maintuned his course, not even wait- 
ing for his Gmaller vessels to come up — until within 
jnstol shot of hia adversaries, he commenced a fire in 
turn- He still continued to advance as if he intended 
to board the Detroit, until the sides of the Lawrence 
wen in a number of places peifomted with shot, his 
decks literally swept of his crew, and almost every gun 
rendered useless- 

In this crisis of die engagement, the other American 
vessels, which had been delayed by the calm, began to 
to approach ; and Captain Perry, discovering that the 
Lawrence was becoming completely untenable, embark- 
ed with the greatest coc^ess into an open boat, in the 
midst of a tremendous cannonade, and transferred his 
flag to the Niagara, after which the Lawrence drifted 
into the British line and surrendered. 

So soon as Perry raised his flag in the Niagara, he 
ordered his smaller vessels to close with the British 
squadron ; he then brt^e through the line and laid him- 
self alongside the Detroit, where he ponred in such 
b^mendous broadsides, that, tog^ei with the injury 
■he had already sustained, compelled her to surrender. 
llie other vesseb had all ere this closed into acdon ; 
and having maintained such an incessant fire upon the 
Queen Ct^lotte as obliged her to tollow the example 
of the Detroit, to which destiny the whole fleet was in a 
few Momeits coaipeUed to submit. 
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This Tictory was certainly signal and decisiTe on the 
part of the Americans. The intrepid conduct of Cap- 
tmn Feiry through the whole day, called forth the 
admiration of CaptaiD Barclay with the whole officers 
and ciews of his fleet; buthia conduct after the engage- 
ment was no less conspicious Ibr kindness and humanity 
towards the prisoners. To this the brave and generous 
Barclay sets his seal in tbe following declaration — that, 
"the conduct of Peny towards the captive officers and 
Besmen waa auf&cieat to immoitalize him." 

The loss of the Briliah squadron, in tMs engagement, 
in killed and wounded, amounted to one hundred and 
thirty-five, forty-one of whom were of the former, 
«mong whom vrere Captain Finnis and the first Lieuten- 
ant of the Queen Charlotte. In this action, Captain 
Barclay's only remaining band was disabled, having 
previouely lost the other in the service of his king and 
country. The loss of the Americans in killed asil 
wounded amounted to one hundred and twenty-three, 
twenty-«ix of whom were killed- 

It would be impossible to conceive in what extraordi.: 
nary and extravagant language this victory was extolled 
throughout the United States. The circumstance, too, 
of Captain Barclay having an advantage of ten guns 
over Uie enemy, was a matter of too much importance 
to make the story take well, to he once lost sight of. 
Nothing, however, was awd of flie greater number of 
small craft which the enemy possessed — vessels upon 
which, when brought to close quarters, it is next to a 
mpral impossibility to bring the guns of a larger vessel 
to bear, while they at the game time possess all the 
power of annoying them. But the principal disadvantage 
under which Conunodore Barclay nad to encounter the 
enemy, was not in the number of ships. The American 

SvernmcDt had, for a length of time, been engaged in 
> most eztenuve and vigorous preparations ior tbe 
equipment of a navid force on Lake Erie, which ^ould 
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&fibrd tiithatiiatioTt4he ascendency on that interior oeesa, 
Being now fully convinced tbat before a conquest 
could be made <S Upper Canada, they must command 
the lake — hence the long inactive state of the American 
army destined tbrthat service. Commodore Barclay 
had not in his whole fleet fifty aeamen", and even a 
number of these were piily rated ordinary seamen, the 
deficiency^ of whom was supplied bv soldiers drafted 
chiefly from the Newfoundland fencibte regiment, whose 
very situation in life, as soldiers, precluded them from 
any knowledge of the management of a ship, or even of 
the technical phrases of naval officers. However good 
those men might be in the field in their original capik- 
city as soldiers, their ignorance of the duty to be 
performed m sailors, in 3l the h urry and bustle of a 
sea fight, must have had a strong and powerful tenden- 
cy to reduce them, at least, to one half the strength 
which their number would import. In opposition to 
this, the United States government, in its preparations 
for prosecuting the war on the Canadian frraitier, select- 
ed crews to man the fleet on Lake Erie, of the ablest 
and most skilfnl seamen in die United States navy. It 
was determined by that government that Canada should 
fall before its arms, and therefore nothing was left undone 
which could be done to promote this object. The conr 
■ummate diligence with which Perry's squadron had 
been equipped with seamen and necessaries for the im- 
portant service for which it was intended, could not fait 
of securing to him the victory, even over a force oi 
much more potence than that under the command of 
Commodore Barclay. The victory once gained. Gene- 
ral Harrison, who was daily receiving reinforcements at 
Fort Meigs, waited to give the coup de grace to lh<o 
enterprise - 
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AAer die capture of the Britiali sqattdroli on htkt 
Erie, Forts Amherstburg, Detroit (tnd the adjttoent - 
posts bticune untenable bj the British, and were conse- 
qnendy abandoned. Before General Proetor had 
eyscuated the positions which he occupied on that part 
of the frontier he desCroved the magszines and fotti 
together wth all snch pubtic stares as he conid not car* 
ry with the umy. 

During these tranisacgotia, OeoenJ Harrison having 
received reinforcements amounting to Seven or eight 
thousuid men, including four thousand volunteers from 
the state <^ Kentucky under Samuel Shelbythe gover- 
nor of that state, made a descent upon Canada. Com. 
Penr conveyed adl the troops, artillery and stores, in 
his dotilla, frotn the mouth of the Miami to the Canadiaa 
shore,excejrt the dragoons who were to advance by land 
Bod so order their march that they might arrive in the 
neighborhood of Maiden at the same time with the i^ 
fan^. 

General Harrison, on his arrirat, having fonnd the 
different posts evacuated, invested General Mc. Aitfanr 
with the chief command of tiioie garrisons, and prepared 
to pursue the retreating army up the river Thamei 
wiui a force of three thousand men, including Colonel 
Johnson's corps of dragoons consisting of one thousaad. 

So soon as General Proctor understood that Harrison 
was in pursait of him, be formed a position on the right 
bank of the River Thames, near the Moravian village,* 
and diere awaited his i^proach., On the 5tb of October 
the enemy made his appearance in great force. GeiVTal 
Proctor had formed his troops into line, to the number 
of five orsix hundred. The Indians under Tecumseb, 
to the amount of twelve hundred, occupied a svrammr 
thick brushwood to the right ot General Proctor!* 
pou^n. 
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The fint movement which wu made, after t few 
Tolleys, the enemy's cavalry choi^d the British linet 
which completely decided the issue of the day : the 
line gave way at the charge ; uid the enemy's cavaliy 
formed in the rear to commence widi the rifle, when the 
British troops surrendered. To the left of the enemy's 
position, which was opposed to the Indians, the hattle 
laged with more obstinacy. ITiis psxt of the enemy's 
line had even given way until a column nnder Govei- 
Doc Shelby was brou({bt up to its support- The Indians, 
encouraged by the presence of Tecumseh, fought with 
an enthusiasm borderine on desperation, until the fall of 
that great aboriginal hero, when the Indians visibly 
gave way until they had entirely left the field , 

General Proctor with his staff continued their retreat 
until they arrived at the village of Ancaster, about ten 
miles distant from Burlington Heights, where they re- 
mained a few days to collect the scattered remunsof (he 
army, which amounted to nearly two hundred men. 

Before the American anny returned to Detroit, dkey 
consigned to the flames the Moravian villago, pretending 
to justify their savage conduct by offering it as a retaUa- 
tion for what they called the massacre at the River 
Raisin. 

During <ieneral Harrison's absence from Detroit, a 
few of the Indian tribes tendered their services to Gene- 
ral Mc- Arthur, to raise the hatchet against the enemies 
- of the United States by whom they were readily ac- 
cepted. 

Id the action at Moravian village, the British lost, in 
killed, wounded and missing, about three hundred and 
sixty-nine, three hundred of whom were prisoners. The 
loss of the enemy, ia killed mi wounded, was about 
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The success of the American arms on Lake £lrie and 
its suTTDiuiding shores, had so intoxicated and bewildered 
the enemy, that, in their subsequent movements, nothing 
but conquest and victory were calculated i^on — no 
■Uowance whatever was made for s failure in any one 
point. *' Canada must now be ours," was the e^culdng 
uid arrogant language of that deluded people. 

General \rakinson was called from the south to as- 
sume the Gmnmrad of the American forces in die north, 
in the mom of General Dearborn, which now with 
General Hampton's division amounted to about eighleen 
thousand men, to which General Harrison's divisioi) 
was ordered to be added. Such were the gigantic and 
formiiable preparations for the capture of Montreal, 
where the American soldiers were promised, as an ad- 
ditional 'iodtement, good winter quarters. 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 



An imerican Army under General WiUamM, inlesded 
lo invade Montreal, (uaenjtka at GrewuSer Ula»d — 
Moveme^ of that Arm down the Riser St. Luw- 
Tcnce — Engagetnent nl Cry:ler^s Fana — The Enemy 
driven off the Field — An Ataeriean Army^ under Gene- 
ral Havtptm.,eate)S Lou>er Canada at the Chateangag 
Siver — General Hampton's Army driven back to the 
United Slale» Territory — The United Stale» • Forcet 
retire to winter Quarters — Colonel Marray, with a 
ainatl Force, advances on Fort George — General Mc. 
Clare burnt the Town of Newark and eracuaM* that 
Poat — Capture of Fort Niagara hy a British Force 
under Colonel I^rray — Capture of Lewiatoa — Cap- 
lare of Buffalo and Black Sock — Conflagration of Vie 
American Franker on the Niagara River — Ocerlwes 
of Mediation offered by the Russian Enaseror — British 
and American MiTasters treat at Qottenburg- 

In the month of October, that portion of the American 
army stationed on the Niagara frontier was ordered to 
Sackett's Harbor ; at which place, a §hort time after- 
wards, General Harrison arrived with such part of his 
army as. was not required for the defence of tiie western 
frontier - 

The enemy endeavored, by several false movements, 
to impose abehefon the British geDerals, that (he inten- 
tion of this force collecting at Sackett's Harbor, was a 
descent upon Kingston. However, their movements 
were so closely watched, that every information neces- 
sary was acquired in due time to ascertain the future 
dispositioD of this truly redouhtahk host. 
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After General Wilkiiuoti had odlected &U his forces 
at Gienadiei'e Island, (between Kingston and Sbckett'» 
Harboc,^ they were embarked on board the ftotUla to de- 
scend the Biver St Lawrence. On the 6th of November 
they sirived at Witliamaburg, where the stores and mu- 
nitionB of wu of this Umncible ormada, together with 
all the troopa, were disembarked on the Caaadian side 
of the river, with a view to pass the British posts at 
Frescot and its vicinity in the night, undiscovered ; but 
in Uiis puticular tbey were egregieusly deceived- A 
force, though small compared with that of the enemy, 
had been held in readiness at Kingston to follow tpe 
movements of the American army, under the command 
of Colonel Morrison, consisting of the skeletons of the 
49th and 89th Regiments and three companies of the . 
Canadian Voltigeurs with a few militia — ^in all, amount- 
ing to nearly eight hundred men, with a few gun boats 
to hover on the rear of the enemy's flotilla. 

As the enemy came up with tiie Fort of Prescot, ful- 
ly persuaded that all within was perfectly quiet, they 
were assailed upon both elements by such a fire of musket- 
ry &iid battery guns as at first quite disconcerted tbeii 
advance. 

After the enepiy had passed Prescot, they continued 
their advance a few miles further down the river, where, 
in the mwning, as they were preparing the flotiUa to 
move on towards the rapids of the Long Soult, Colonel 
. Morrison with his detadmient came up with Oiem. The 
American General Boyd was ordered to form his division 
consisting of nearly four thousand men. They weie 
drawn up in three columns, (one of which was compo- 
sed of cavalry,) under Generals Covington, Swartwout 
and Coles- Colonel Moirison, on account of the supe- 
rior strength of the enemy, was compelled for a length 
of time to act alti^ther on the defensive- The enemy, 
by repeated charging with his cavalry on the left of tho 
British line, attempted to turn that flank; but the 
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moment Coldntil MOTrison perceived die muneilTie, he 
prepared the 49th in cqnjnuction with dM 69th to f<Htm 
on echeloD, while tlie Vblt^nn wid militift, ' uadei 
Lieutenant Colonel Feaison, ;,were etnjJofed to flank 
the enemy's infuitry. The enemy, perceiving the Bri- 
tish column performii^ -the field morements in double 
quick time, suj^oeed the troops to be le«ving the field, 
intd in exultation gare ache»; but befoK they airived 
OB the ground occu|Hed by the Briti^, a crest was pre- 
sented, to penebate whidi thej had neither courage nor 
discipline sufficient to attempt ; and the heavy oblique 
fire maintained by die echelon forced them to retire in 
ttoHSaaoa at every effort they made. 

After the repeated and unsuccewfnl charges of the 
enemy's cavalry, the infantry was then ordered to ad- 
vance, who cha^edwith «s litde success as the cavalry ; 
and in the last of those salUes of the infantry, the 89m, 
under Captain Barnes, captured a gun from the assail- 
ants- Colonel Morriten now cloeed h^ column with 
die enemy, who maintained a heavy fire in order to 
check his advance ; but the cool, steady and determined 
iiont vrith which the Bittidi columa adv^mced by pla- 
toons, who together widi the artilleiy kept up such a 
tremendous tad desbuctive fire Aat the enemy was 
driven iroffl his pootion in disnuy, and compelled to 
Beek refuge in their boath 

lieutenant C<4iHid Pearson vrith the three compatues 
of Voltigenrs md militia at diis moment routed the 
enemy's light troops which had been femled to cover 
his retreat : after which the Bcitidi troops occupied for 
the night the ground upon -vhidi the enemy had taken 
up hia poditioQ- 

Never were the cool intrejudity and superior disci* 
pline of the British troqn and militia of Ctmada 
displayed to better advantage Aan at the batde of Crya- 
4ei'sttrm> (the name by which this engagement bas 
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))cen designated, from the place on Trhich it was fought ;) 
and it Mrly demonstrated that in nothing but numbers 
was this American army formidable, and by which means 
it became unwieldy to its undisciplined generals. 

Tlie loss of the British, in this engagement, amounted 
to one hundred and sixty-eight in killed and wounded, 
exclnsire of twelve missing: that of the enemy was 
three hundred and thir^-nine in killed, wounded and 
wijiBiiii g*. 

In Sir George Prevost's despatches to Earl Bathurst, 
m Bpeakiag of the difiereiit attempts by the enemy to 
invada His Majesty's North Amencan colonies, honors 
ble mention is repeatedly made of the loyalty and great 
zeal for the service of their sovereign, evinced by &e 
inhabitants of Canada ; and General WiUdnson, in his 
despatches to his government of this afi&ir, bears am^e 
testunony to the tmth of this statement. Among me 
killed of the enemy was one of ^leir generals, Coving.- 

tOD. 

The enemy, under General Hampton^ conmsting of 
from eight to ten thousand, on the morning of the 2lBt 
October, commenced its entry into Canada, by the Cha- 
teaugay River, on its march for Montreal ; and on the 
2Sth, having passed his whole force, magazines, and 
warlike munitions into the British territory, he commeiv- 
ced his advaitce; and coming np with the British 
position which he found ts be fortified by one continued 
Buccesnon oi fortifications fonned by an^es well supplip 
ed with ordnance, with ft line irf breastworks extending 



•Oeoenil WilUiuoii'» DeipateliM to the Seeretai; of Wan 
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between — tlie whole extending for some fiiiles and co- 
vered by a wood*- Next morjiing, with a view it would 
appear to avoid coming in contact with the British posi- 
tion, General Hampton's light troops forming his advance, 
were discovered advancing on both sides of the Cha- 
teaagay ; but Lieutenant Colonel De Salaberry, of the 
Canadian Voltigeurs, conuuanding the British advanced 
post, by a well concerted disposition of the troops under 
his conunand, consisting of the Kght company of the 
Canadian fencibles and two coinpanieB of the Voltigerirs, 
completely checked the advance of the enemy's light 
troops on the left bank of the river, with the whole main 
body of the American army under Generals Hampton 
and Izard; while Captain Daily's company of the third 
battalion of embodied militia and Captain Bruyer's com- 
pany of Chateangay Chasseurs turned the enemy'a 
advance troops on the right bank of the river, "the 
enemy finding himself completely foiled in bis Exertions 
to pass this post, retired for some distance ; but attempted 
^peatedly in the conrse of the day to renew his e&rts, 
alt of which proved equ^ly unsuccessful ,witfa his first 
endeavors ; and that night they once more commence^ 
their retreat to the o{^>osite side of the line of demark» 



By the reports of prisoners who were taken in this af- 
fair with the enemy at Chateaugay, General Hampton'^ 
army actually engaged must have amounted tp at least 
seven thousand infantry and two bhndred cavdry beside^ 
ten pieces of field ordnance, While the BritiBb troops ac- 
tually engaged did not e3K«ed three hundred^. The 



■Ge&eral Hampton's Rqwrt, dated 1st Noremlier, 1813.- 

fSir George Preroefi Repwt of tWl ABklr, d»t«d Moolrtrt, 
aOtb Norember, 1813. 
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lou sustained t)7 the Bridali in this action, in killed, 
wounded and missing, onumnted to twenty-five : that 
of the enemy to fifty. 

About the time the enemy maJe his ^^earance Id 
ttont of the British position. Sir George Prevost arriyed 
on the ground from Montreal, and was happily a witness 
to the heroic conduct of the troops en^ged in that 
glorious achievement ; and in fais report to Earl Bathunt, 
in the most exulting language, expressed his high appro- 
batiou of theii conduct. 

General Wilkinson had, at an early stage of the expe- 
dition, transmitted an x>rder to General Hampton to joiQ 
him at St. Regis ; hut that officer having learned the 
the low state of General Wilkinson's supplies of pro- 
visions, and considering the state of the roads which 
1V8S at this season of the year very indiflerent, conceived 
it the most prudent method to disohey the order, and 
not place himself at too great a distance from his own 
magazines ; he therefore availed himself of the nearest 
route to Montreal, the unsuccessful result of which mar 
nffiuvre has just been detailed. 

The Ameiican army was again ordered to cross th« 
lines and take up their winter quarters in their own ter- 
ritory, after repeatedly su^ring themselves to be 
defeated under the most mortifying and hiimiliating 
drcumstaaces ; with the blame of which the command* 
er in cliief charged General Hampton, is consequence 
of his disobedience of orders, but with which the 
American Secretary of War more property charged both ; 
however, it had the effect of eheddng the military zeaj 
which appeared to manifest itself in the American ranks 
at a distance from the theatre of hostile operations, and 
completely to extinguish the udor of the troop* (^ 
fh* Uoes. 
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The country slong the St. Lawrence being entirely 
exonerated from the incursions oTthe enemy, Colonel 
Murray, of the 100th Regiment, was ordered to ad- 
vance from Burlington Heights, with a small force, 
towards Pent George, with a view at that time merely to 
prevent the predatory incursions of the enemy under 
General Mc. Clure (then in possession of that post,) on 
the defenceless inhabitants of (he surrounding country. 
But Generd Mc. Clure, having heard of the disasters 
which had befallen the army destined for Montreal, and 
conscious that a like fate might probably await him and 
his army, with that dastardly cowardice peculiar to him- 
self and a few of his compatriots and traitors who joined 
themselves to his train, and against theveryapirit of the 
law of nations uid of civilized warfare, immersed the 
flourishing town of JTewMt in one condnued sheet of 
flame, and ignobly fled with his followers into Ms own 
territory. The histeriai) lunents' that it is not in his 
power to record one magnanimous act of that recreant 
general, to rescue hia name from that gulf of infamy 1» 
which his nefarious conduct has for ever doomed it- 

On the Advance of Major General Riall towards the 
Niagara frcoitier, the American army, abandoned Lew- 
iston, leaving the command of Fort Niagara to Captain 
Leonard of Gie artilleTy. •e)n the evening of the I8th 
December, preparatioDS were made for taking Fort 
Niagara from the enemy, for which service Colonel 
Murray of the 100th Regiment was selected to take the 
command ; and early on the next morning this gallant 
officer at Ore the head of the grenadier company of the 
Royal Scots, the grenadier ana light companies of the 
41st Regiment and a detachment of his own corps, 
crossed the river about two miles above the fort upon 
which they immediately advanced. On approaching the 
fortress, the Gentries planted on the outer works were 
surprised and taken, the countersign ohttuned, and in a 
few minutes the fort was carried at the point of Qis 
bayonet. 
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The loss on the part of the British, in this affair, was 
only sis killed and five wounded ; that of the enemy 
amoantcd to sixty-five kUled and fourteen wounded, and 
the whole of the garrison made prisoners consisting of 
oeaily three hundred and fifty. There were in the fort, 
at the lime of ite capture, twenty-seven pieces oford- 
Jiauce of weighty calibre, three thousand muskets witli 
(he apparatus, besides lai^ magazines of camp equipage 
and military cktthing, which of course fell into the hands 
of the victors. 

' Major Le<»iard, the commandant of the garrison, who 
owned a farm on the mai^in of the river about fivo 
miles above the fort, conceiving every thing on the lines 
to be reduced to a state «f tranquility, ventured to leave 
the fort the preceding evening for his i^m, in order to 
attend to some domestic affairs, only received his first 
apprisai by bearing a royal salute fired from the garrison 
at daybr«Ed£ tn honor ef the glorious achievement. 

On the same day in which Fort Ni^ara was captured, 
the village of Lcwiaton, about eight miles above Fort 
Niagara, was taken possession of by a British force un- 
der Major General Biall, without opposition, in which 
place the public magazines mere well filled with pro- 
visions and other military stores. 

Towards the latter part of the same montli. General 
Riall crossed the Niagara River at Black Rock, at the 
head of a force consisting of about sis hundred men, 
detachments from the 8th or King's Regiment, 41st, 
89th and 100th regiments, with a few militia volunteers, 
exclusive of six or seven companies of the Royal Scots 
under the command of Lieutenant Colojiel Gordon, who 
were directed to land between the villages of Buffalo 
and Black Rock, about two miles distant from each 
other, With a view to divert the garrison of Black Rode 
while th ' other lro:ips werr landing in front of that post ; 
but in '^'jniecjuence of the severity <^ the weather, f 
T 
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number of the boats were Btranded, by which metoa 
the troops were unable to laud in time to efcct the ob- 
ject for which they were previously inteuded ; however, 
the enemy was driven from both positions in a short 
time. The American loss in this afiair was upwards of 
five hmidrfd, one hundred and thirty of whom were 
prisoners of war : the loss of the British was inconsidera- 
ble compared wth that <rf the enemy- 

The stale of exasperation to which the mind of every 
British subject had been wrought by the conduct of Mc. 
dure in burning the town of Newark, and exposing to 
all the' inclemency of a Canadian winter both the helpless 
infant and infirm old age, that nodiing bat a similar re- 
taliation could assuage ; the whole line of frontier, from 
BuffaTu lo Fort Niagsri, was-therefiwe burnt to ashes. 

During this year, the RusMsn Emperor, Alexander, 
had tendered his services as mediator between Great 
Britain and the United States ; but Great BriKun de- 
clined submitting the qnestion to a monarch who wm 
already known to entertain a great share of jealousy at 
the extent of the maritime power Great Britain possess^ ; 
but offf red to treat with America by {JenipotentiariM 
immediately named by the two governments, in any 
neutral dominion. To this the United States acceded, 
and GoUenburg was determined as the place of negotia^ 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



Review of the Effect the /oregtmg mlilarg Operations 
hud on the Govenmtetd and People of the Vhiled 
l&atet — A British miUtarif Command de*patched far 
the Protection of the London and Western Districts — 
Engagement at Long Woods — Unsuceets/al Attack 
upon Odelloum by a Part of General fftttinaon't Ar- 
mjf — Invasion of Upper Canada by an American Armg 
under General Brmoa — 'Surrender of Fort Erie — Ad- 
vance of the American Anmfdown the Niagara Rivo" — 
A Detachment of British TVoopj moves oiU to cheek 
the Advance of the Enemy- 

' The total fsilure of the expeditioas which hod been 
•t so much expenise fitted out lor the iaFaaion of Canada, 
had considerably subdued that ardor ibr military renown, 
which, at the cooHnencement oi the war, consideriag 
the defenceless state of Canada, promised so rich a har- 
veat of laurels to ^ United States — add to this the 
tardy manner in which all diplomatic intercourse between 
the hostile nations was carried on, owing no doubt to 
the momentous interett which Oreat Britain took in the 
war on Uie Peninsula for the independence of fiarcps. 

Nothinff, therefore, of very great coosequ^nce occut- 
red till flie month of March — if we except the prcdaf 
iacunions of the enemy statioHcd at Maiden, ^ded by a 
few traitors, on the inhabitanta of the Western and 
London- districts; in consequence of which a general 
order was issued for the Boyal Scots and B9tii light 
companies and a company of Kent miUtia under C^>tain 
Mc. Grigor, the whole dttachment under the cunmand 
of Captain Stewart of the Royal Scots, amounting to 
about one hundred and seventy, to itka up a position 
at Delaware Town, on the Rivei Thames. Here, tta 
ft few weeks, the detachment remained unmoleitsd; 
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and from the tranquil appearance which the whole' 
country presented, it was conceived unnecessary longer' 
to detain the militia on duty, they were therefore tirdered 

The militia had proceeded but a short distance onr 
their rouie homeward, before they discovered a lai^ 
column of the enemy fortifying a commanding position 
on the road leading through the Long Woods. The 
two hgfat companies at Delaware Town, together with 
Captain Mc. Grigoi'b militia who formed the advance 
guard, on the morniugof the 4th of March, commenced 
a march thiaugh a trackless desert towards the enemy*- 
Uniing the day, the advance had several desultory 
skirmishes With the enemy's leconooiteriog parties, 
which together with the great depth of ^ow tended very 
much to retard die progress of the troops ; it was there-' 
fore neaHy euDtet before they came up with the main 
body of the enemy, wbo had strongly fortified themselves 
on the sumnut of a very steep hill, hy a stockade work 
rsised breast high, about twenty-two miles from DcU' 
ware Town. 

Captain Mc. Origor's militia was ordered to mortf 
round a&d engage the enemy on his left, while tiie two 
eompanies of regulars engaged him in front: a line wki 
formed under a most destructive fire from the enemy's 
breastworks. The hill upon which the enemy had 
taken up his position actaally at this moment presented 
the appearance of a vfAeaoo belching fwth catarscts of 
streaming fire and coluittDS of smoke ; the air was filled 
with one continued rMr of muskedy, resembling the 
rolling of a tfaouaattd dnuas ; and as if to add a more 



■A more cfllcient sdranee for tint service coolil tcarcrly have 
bwa ■dected iW>in the irhoie force in Upper Canada, Ihaa thii 
hudfiil of militia, l«d hj that gaUant meran Uc. Qrigor. 
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teirific grandeur to the icene, the sun shot forth a few 
partud rays, through a iteuse forest, on the conflicting 
parties, many of whom were not pennitted to see his 
hat ray that evening. 

The night was now fast approachii^ ; it was therefore 
determined to charge the enemy in his works, for which 
service the Royal Scots Light cooipany was ordered ; 
and for the purpose of which, the road being exceedingly 
narrow, it was formed into an open column of sections 
right in front, ia which order it proceeded down the hill 
ia double quick time : but in attempting to ascend the 
hill OB which the enemy was posted, it was discovered 
to have been rendered one solid sheet of ice by previ- 
ously throwing on it a quantity of water, and again 
covering the decej^on with snow ; every efibrt, there- 
fore, to ascend the hill became completely ine^ctual ; 
and, what rendered the circumstance particularly morti- 
fying, Captain Mc. Origor perceiving the company 
advancing to tiie charge in the most fearless and un- 
daunted manner, with a view to co-operate, led his 
company up to the left of the enemy's works, and was 
on me point of effecting an escsdade, but unforlu- 
nateiy for want of timely assistance, was once more 
repulsed. 

In- this short tut sanguinary engagement, every of- 
ficer, except <Mie, and nearly every noncommissioned 
officer, wiut an immense unmber of rank and file oi 
the British forces, were mther killed or wounded ; 
and all who could not esca|)e out of the ravine weie 
made prisoners of wu, though the enemy retreated 
Aiat s4m« night about nine o'clock, taking with him 
only a few toisoners that were able to ride on horse- 
back, behind his mounted riflemen. The American 
strength was between four and five hundred, most of 
whiHn were Kentucky volunteers. 
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NoUung puticular tnn^red <« die fronttets after 
this, until the begicniDg of Jolyi if we except a de- 
scent which was made upon Oiieltowa in the month 
of March, by a division of Generd WiUuDwm'a anuy 
stationed at Plattsburgh ; but who were, by the de- 
termined bacvert of the tioope composing the garrisoo 
at that post, under the coBiwaud of Major Hancodc, 
driven back, and with a considerable toss, to the be- 
uegers. 

Early on the morning of the Sdof July, an Ameri- 
can army under die command of Maj<H General 
Brown, consisting of about seven thonsand men, in- 
vaded Canada, erouing the lines opposite to Black 
Bock, on the Niagara fnmtier, whence they immedi- 
ately advanced on Fort Erie, the garrison of which 
coniiisted of one hundred and thirty-seren o^ the 8th 
or King's Regiment, commanded by Major Back irf" 
the same corps. General Brown, commaader in chief 
of the invading army, immediately sununoned the 
ganison to surrender, »itb whidb summiNU the com- 
mandant complied without resistance. 

The Ameriean general, flushed with a saceeM so 
unusual lately to the arms of the United States, ad- 
Tanced his army down (he Niagara River, towards 
the BritiBh post at the mouth of the Chippawa or 
Welland River, at which place, General RJall, 
commanding the British army on the Niagara frontier 
at that penod, deteimined to give him a check until 
farther assistance should urive; for which puipose 
he concentrated his little force at that place, consist- 
ing of five companies of the Rc^ Scots, a part (^ 
(he 8th « King's Regment, a put of die 100th 
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On the ^proach of the American aitny next dhf 
towards Chippawa, a detachment comp^ed of one 
troop of the 19th Li^t Dragoons coBunanded by Ma- 
jor Lisle, tb« light IniaBtry c«npany of the Bayal 
S«ot8 and a small detachment of the King's Regi- 
ment, with two brass field pieces, twenty-four pounders, 
was directed to more out in tiie direction of the eiM^ 
my in wdei to reconnoitiK his fwee and ascertun its 
Strength. 

The ehemy'a advance was discovered about two> 
milea above the month of the Chippawa River; a 
few shots were exchanged, afiter whieh a strong co- 
lumn (rf the enemy issued from the woods (where 
they had previously taken shelter,) with a view to 
chtuve and capture the guns ; but a charge from the 
cavslry drove them to theii ibnnei retreat, in precipi- 
tation and dismay. 

After the purposes of the Kcoaninteriug party were 
as far accomplished as existing circumstauces would 
admit, it retired in rear of the works at Chippawa, 
at the same time cutting away the bridge separating 
the tvro armies ■ 

Thus lay the contending forces during that night, 
within pistol shot of each otter— the ontpcNsts occasioD- 
ally skirmishing, which increased at daybtesk, when 
Major General Riall wdered that the btidg« across the 



*Five Munpsnies of &t Royal Scots were left to- guTisan 
Fart Georae *nd UiMiicagoa, and part of the lOOth to gtiri- 
■OD Port Niagan ; put 01 UN 8th pr Kliw's were captartd in 
Fort Erie. 
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Chimewa ^uld agua be repaired, (resolving', Dof' 
wi&staadiog the ffxat dispaii^ of force, to meet his 
autagoniit in the field,) wUch was so for completed aa 
to render it passable foi the anny by three o'clock in 
the afiemoon. 

The British anny now prraared to move out to meet 
the enemy, who had' strongly posted his line on the 
plain, abouta mile and a quarter above Chippawa— the 
right of vrhich, cMnmanded by Geneixl Scott, rested 
on tbe Niagara River, sappcHted by a partt of artilleiy 
• under Ca[dain Towson ; the left, CcHnposed of the New-- 
York and Pennsylvania volonteen under Oeneial 
Porter, rested on Uie woods, supported in front by a 
lai^ body of riflemen and Indiaas ; and a strong bri^de' 
in rear, under General Ripley as a reserve. - 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



m 



Engagement on the Plaim of CMppaiea—The Adeanci' 
of the Brituh, under Cornel Pearson, moves out and 
Engages the Enemy's Vnt-po»l* — Main Bodies of the 
two Armies advance to Battle— The British retire in Bem^ 
oftiifir Works at Ckippawa — Attempts of the America* 
Army to cross the River Wetland — Retreat of the Bri- 
tish Army to Fort George — General Brown moves 
down andinvcels that Fort — Genera/ Riall moves out 
of Fort George with Part of his Force — Both Artnter 
reinforced — General Broion retreats on Chippawa: 

The advance guard of the British, composed of did 
light compames of the Royal Scots, the 8lh oi King's 
-Regiment, the lOOtb Regiment and [be Lincoln MilitiS 
tecompunied by a few Indiau warrion, (,the wh<Je con^ 
maoded by Colonel Pearson,) advanced towards the 
pluus with a view to draw the enemy into action, the 
militia and Indians occupying the woods ; when,' about 
half past three o'clock, ti^ey were sharply engaged with 
the enemy's riflemen and IndiaiM, who at first checked 
their advance, and even, for a time, compelled them to 
letiie'f', until die light troops of the regnlars were brought 
up to dieii support, at irhieh the «nemy fled in al> 
directiiBtS; 

, By this time, the main body of the British army was 
formed in line, which, when compared with that oS the 
enemy, presented more the appearance of the wing of a 
regiment thaii aa c^ipbsing army. The line was composed 



fAt Ihia eriais of the action, Lieolenaiit Colooel llioiDaB 
Dickson, of the Zd Lincoln MillliK, was wonnded, after vbick 
the command of thkt corps derolred on Major Dirid Secord. 
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of four c(»npaiiieB of the Royal Scots, on the right, 
commaoded by Lieutenant Colonel Gordon, (the light 
company of which was acting in the advance, ^ the 8th 
or £ng'a Regiment on the left, and the 100th or Prince 
Regent's Regiment in the centre, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Cohmel the Mirquis of Twecdale ; the leA of 
the line, supported by two pieces of field ordnance,, 
twenty-fonr ponnderR, planted on the margin of the 



The anniea, being thus arranged, commenced t6«r 
conflict ; a steely fire from both sides- vm- fw some' 
time maintained ; when the King's Beghneni i«4S orders 
ed to the right of the line, and the Royal Scots and' 
100th R«Kiment were directed to charge the enemy's 
crest, which was gallantly received by two regiments 
of Guneral Scot's brigade whieh moved forward fiH' that 
purpose ; after which the fire re-commenced with re- 
doubled fury, while the artillery was literally making 
lanes through the columnB-, bat the explosion of a Briti^ 
ammunitian wagmi so materially injured one of the 
guns A completely to sUancc it; and the increawng fiie 
which the enemy was enabled to maintain, in conse- 
quence of his line contknially filling up from the reserve^ 
was making saeb a visible imm^ssion on the Britixb 
ranks, that General RioH found himself no longer able 
to sustain the- fight against a force so unequal in numeri- 
cal strength, and gave orders to abandon the field [ the 
troops, fcrefore, retired in rear of the works at Cbip- 
pawa, destroying the Bridge they had previously repwred 
across- tbat river- 

The loss on bo& aides mi^t be said to be neariy 
equal, amounting to four or five hundred. Lieutenant 
Colonel the Marquis of Tweedale uid Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Gordon were amongst the wounded. The 2d 
Lincoln Militia, under Major David Secoid, distinguish- 
ed themselves in this action by f«ats of genuine b^ery 
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(nd heroism, stimulated by die example of their g«lluil 
leader, which are seldom gmpassed even by the most 
experienced veterans. Their loss was proportionate 
with that of the regular army. 

Three or four days subsequent to the sanguinary con- 
flict on the plains at Ciuppawa, were mtistly employed 
by the enemy in burying their own dead and burning 
those of the British; aliter which, several ineflectual ef- 
forts were made by General Brown to cross the Welland 
River, contemplating an advance on Fort George ; but, 
at each of his attempts, he was pnuaptlj met by piquet 
guards of the British posted aking the m&^n (^ the 
river for that purpose- 
General Riall, however, in a few days, gave orders 
that the remnant of bis army should retire under the 
shelter ot Fort George and Mississagua, until reinforce- 
meals could be collected to place him on more equal 
ground with the enemy ; after which. General Brown 
moved his army towards thoseposts within a mile and 
a hair of the British — his army forming a crescent, his 
right resting on the Niagara River, his left on Lake 
Ontario- 

The American army bad no sooner taken up a position 
in front of Fort George, than their foraging parties, or 
rather marauders, commenced a systematic course of 
plunder upon the defenceless inhabitants within the vi- 
dnity of their camp, most of whom, at the time, 
ctmsisted of women and diildren : even amongst the 
general officers were acts of pillage perpetrated, that, 
had such occurred with private soldiers in the British 
army, would have stamped a stigma on die character of 
the British, in the eyes of America, for which no contse 
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of conduct which they could ever after have ponued 
:frould hftve sufficiently atonedj|. 

The most unwearied vigilance had been eiercised bj 
the American General to watch every avenue by which 
say part of the British might possibly escape from the 
position within the works ; yet, notwithatanding all the 
oire and vtgilaiice practised by General Brown and the 
forces under his command, General lUall contrived to 
march a p«jt of hit Jittle army, a few ammuQition wa- 
gons and two six pouttders, field pieces, under night 
and uDperceived, tluough his lines to k rendezvous for 
reinforcements at tfao 13 and 20 mile creeks. 

During the interv^ in which Genetal lUall was recei- 
ving reinforcements from Y6ik and other military posts 
on that side of Lake Ontario, Gmeral Brown also 
received a stnmg reinf<HX»meiit under General Izard, 



alMnit tvo hundred moanted men, before a iraall farm hoiue in 
the vicinity of Fort George, wliere aweaithy farmer, whose resi- 
dence was on the bank of the Niagara River, had sent the female 
part of hii familj' with the moSt raluahle part of his goods, aa t 

Since of safety, the house being surraaDded with woods. Tha 
eneral look posBessioD of the goods and divided with bis fol- 
lowers, reserving for himself a set of liilver spoons, a great cost 
Hufficietitly Inrge to fit over his own, with as moch of a chest of 
tea us he could conveniently curry in a flannel shirt sewed up at 
one end for that purpose. ^Vitb these the gallant general march- 
ed off in quest of other " deeds of martial glory." He neit met 
a young man of the name of Thompsoo, whom he made a pri- 
soner, and from whotn he took a silver walehj but approaching 
too near the British piquets, in an encounter, be was mortalijr 
wouDUed. The yoiinpr man from whom he had takui the watch 
was thea commanded to pilot them to a plsee of safety, trbere 
tbe general's ffonnd Cfiild l>e attended to ; lie very natn rally con- 
ducted tbem to hi- " ■l-.'-'a licii' ■, wfinre t'-n K''"erBl died, and 
the nest oHcer' •<■} rE5i,.f';d tlif natch ls dii! young maq 
from whosui'. ' '' 
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.ailer which he made a few inefiectual assaults on Fort 
George ; but, finding all bis eflorta to carry that fort 
fruidess, and the British army receiving fresh acquisi- 
tioDS of strength, all seemed to conspire to tender the 
case of General Brown entirely hopeless. 

Ctenernl Brown now perceiring the situation in which 
fae was placed — the forte in his front to him completely 
impregnable, and an army in his rear in full flow of 
spirits and every day gathering new strengtli, (though 
by no means equal to his aa regarded nnmbers,) a Cana- 
dian militia, unexpectedly to him, fervent beyond a 
paraUel in tiie cause of their king and country — began 
now to think of a safe retreat, in pursuance of which, 
oo the morning of the 26th July, he commeaced his 
retn^rade. 

General Brown's movements, however, were too 
closdy watched to pennit him to escape unnoticed. 
Scarcely had the conception of a retreat matured itself 
into a purpose in the mind of the American General, ere 
it had unfolded itself to the penetrating eye of Geueial 
Sir Clofdon Drammond, who had that day arrived ou 
the Niagara frontier, and preparations were immediate- 
ly made tg intercept him. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



Gfiierid Brown medilates a Retreat — He it intercepted 
bi/ o Part of ihe Briliih irniy at Lundy^a Lane — Se- 
vere Corileat /or the Adeaittuge of that Position — 
British Rein/ivcem^its arrive — The Armits close to a 
general Aclioti — The Engagement assumes a sangui- 
nary Aspect — Imss sustained tm both Sides — Bemarla. 

The British army, at the time General Brown com- 
menced his retreat, was scattered in small caatonments 
over twenty or thirty mites of country ; but, like a well 
ordered and systematic marfiine, every part was in a 
moment simultaneously in motion, to concentrate their 
united strength at a point where they would be likely to 
intercept the enemy- 
Detachments of the Royal Scots and 41st regiments 
and a small body of Indians, amounting in all to about 
tive hundred men, under the command of Colonel 
Tucker, (supported on the river by a party of geamm 
and jnarines, under rhe directioB of Captain Dobbs of ' 
the Royal Navy,) passi.'d over to the American side of 
the River Niagara, with a view to disperse or capture a 
body of the enemy stationed at Lewiston. The object 
of this movement being accomplished, the troops were 
again withdrawn at Queenston. The 41st and 100th 
regiments, under Colonel Tucker, were sent hack to 
garrison Fort tieorge, Mississagua and Niagara : General 
Drummond moving on towards the Falls, with a force of 
about cigltt hundred strong consisting of detachments of 
the Royal Scots, S9th and King's, mth the light com- 
pany of the 41st Regiment, to Join General lUali's di- 
vision of tlie army as s«m as it should arrive from the 
several bivouacs at vi^chlt had been stationed- 
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As soon as the column of the British army under tbe 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Morrison had arrived 

at the rising ground near the end of Lundy'e Lane, on 
the main road leading from Queenslon to Chippawa, the 
enemy was just taking possession of that position. 
IVithout a moment's delay, the troops which had arrived 
on tbe ground were formed in line on the north-eai't 
side of the .height, their Itft resting on the Queenston 
road, and the conflict commenced. 

The troops from the Twelve and Twenty Mile creeks 
toother with a detachment of the King's Regiment, as 
tliey arrived, were formed on each side of Lundy's 
Lane. This line was supported in front by two twenty- 
four pounders, [field guns,] which were covered by a 
small squadron of die I9th Light Dragoons and a de- 
tachment of infantry: 

The British line heing thus disposed, notwithstanding 
Ae superior strength of the enemy, in about ten minutes 
dislodged him from the position he had first taken at 
&e point of the bayonet. The sun was now fast de- 
scending towards the western horizon ; and detachments 
of the 1st and 2dLincoln militia continued to arrive from 
the different out-posts they had been occupying, who 
joined in maintaining the summit of the hill until the 
whole of General Riall's division should come up. 

General Drummond, afler dislodgii^ the enemy from 
Ae partial possession he had gained on the hill, again 
formed his line with as much despeCtch as existing cir- 
cumstances would admit, placing his artillery which 
consisted of two twenty-four pounders, two six pound- 
ers [brass field pieces,] and a rocket partvi in front of 
the centre of his position, near the right side of Lundy's 
lane leading down tbe hill to the Queenston road, sup- 
pwted by the second battalion of the 89th Regiment 
under Colonel Morrison, Scarcely had this arrangement 
of the British forces been completed, before the position 
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was furioudy assailed by General Seott's brigade, at 
the point <4 the bayonet; but the enemy was repulsed 
with great slaugbter. A tTemendous fire was then com- 
menced on the cr«Bt of the British position, by the first 
brigade of the enemy statioaed near a copw between 
Lundy'g Lane and the Falls of Niagam ; and the 9tfa, 
11th and 22d legimenta and Captain Towion's brigade 
of artillery, stationed on the Queenston load. 

During this stage of flie engagement, the light com- 
pany of the Royal Scots urived on die ground from 
the Twenty Mile Cieek; and a courier was despatched 
to countermand the route of the 103d Regiment aod 
detachment's of tbe King's and I04th re^ments, who 
had, in s mistake, taken the road to Queenston from 
the Beacb-woods, and to hasten their movement to 
the field of action- 

On the brow of the hill at tbe east end of Lundy's 
Lane, for the possession of which &e armies hitiieno 
bad principally contended, Gleneral Drununond now 
planted his artilleiv, as it appeared to form the key to 
Uie podtkm. On this quarter, therefore, the enemy for 
a length of lime directed bis whole efibrts ; and not- 
withstanding tbe carnage was truly appaling, no visible 
impression had yet been made- .Still, on this part of 
the field did the whirlwind of the conflict continue to 
rage with awful and destructive fury : columns of tbe 
enemy, not unlike the undulating surge of the adjacent 
catarect, msbed to the charge in cV>8e and impetuous 
succesuon. 

In this fearful and ticmendous stage of tbe contest, 
the British forces both regnlar and miUtia, finding them- 
selves pressed by an overwhelming force, simuhaneously 
closed round the guns, apparently detemuned to ccmlest 
their possesnon with the last drop of Britisfa blood on 
the ground, fully assured of their inpoftuice to a £ir 
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TOiable termination "of the engag;eroeat — in short, both 
armies ippeared to be roused to a stats of dflSDeratioa 
for victory. 

The enemy «t length- succeeded to make & slight turn 
on the left of the British position ; at which period, 
Generdl Rial), who commanded that' divisioo of ths 
army, was severely wounded in the arm, and having 
passed to the rear for the purpose of having his woimd 
dressed, in his return to resume the command, was in- 
tercepted by a column of the euemy and made prisoner 
of war- / 

It was long before this crisis of the engagement that 
the curtains of night had enveloped the scene ; but in- 
stead of that circumstance tending to abate the fury of 
war which had now completely drenched the tield with 
the blood of the combatants, the rage of battle ap- 
p^red only to increase as the night advanced. Still 
did the enemy continue to direct his strongest fore* 
iffiainst the crest of the British position ; but his repeated 
i£arges were as often received and repelled by the 
regular, fencible, and mihtia farces engaged, with that 
intrepid gallantry for which the British army has ever 
been characterized. Charges were made in sucb rapid 
Buccessipn and with such determined vigor that often 
were the British arliiJerymen assailed in the very act of 
sponging and charging their guns ; and often were the 
muzzles of the guns of the contending armies hanled 
up and levelled within a few yards of each other : the 
havoc of lives on both sides, under such circumstances, 
may be better conceived than described. 

The battle having raged with almost unprecedented 
fiity for upwards of three hours, both sides appeared 
for a time mutually to suspend hostilities ; during which 
the British troops were supplied with freah ammunition, 
and the enemy employed himself actively in bring- 
ing up his reserve columns: after which, the fir* wai 
V2 
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recommenced £nMn the QnecDston road on the left of 
the British column ; however, it was discovered iiuX 
this was only adirersion to ma«k the intention (rf a large 
body of the enemy's fresh troops, whioh was actually 
moving on the right of the Briti^ position, to outflank 
it- C^aeral Drummond commenced immediately to 
draw his strength towards this flank of his army, form- 
ing a line in a field of grain, upon which the enemy 
were seen to advance in slow and silent pace- The 
British line formed to repel this new attack, was direct- 
ed to kneel sufficiently low- to prevent being perceived 
by the enemy ; but scarcely had General Drummond 
completed this order of arrangement, before the Anem^'s 
column made its smearance and advanced within a K\t 
yards of the Britisn line, when the signal was made to 
fire a volley and charge — the efltict of that single flre 
upon the enemy's ranks was awful' in the extreai»— 
Jhose of the enemy who were able made a precipitate 
retreat. 

" The enemy's efibrts to cany the hill," says Qenenl 
Drummond in his despatches, " were continued until 
midnight, when he had suSered so severely from the 
superior steadiness sjid discipUne of His Majesty'i 
troops, that he gave up the contest and retreated with 
great precipitation to his camp beyond the Chippawa, 
burning, as he passed, the flour mills at Bridgewater. 
On the folloi^ng dav he abandoned his camp, threw the 
greatest part of his baggage, camp equipage and provi- 
sions into the rapids above the falls ; and destroying the 
bridge at Chippawo, he eoatinaed his retreat in great 
liUsoider towards Fort Erie-" 

*' The loss mstained by the enemy," adds Sir Gordon 
Drqiomond, " in this severe action, cannot be estimated 
at less thaa fifteen hundred men, including sevenl hun- 



ob, Google 



TMK LATE WAR. 839 

died prisoners left iu our hands*. Generals Brown and 
Scott were among tiie wounded. His wltole force, 
which was never rated at less than five tbouMtid men, 
was all engaged." 

'In General Dmmratmd's report of this action, his 
Tetnra of killed, woonded and missing is m foUows, 
namely : 

Sailed, i 8* 

Wounded, 659 

Miwing, 193 

Prisonera, * 42 

Total, 878 

B; the regimental retaras qf the British army, indtt- 
ding those of the militia both before and after this 
engagement, the whole British force CMisisted of two 
thousand eight hundred -, but before die arrival of the 
troops under ColoDel Scott of the lOad Reg^ent, it 
did not exceed sixteen hundred. 

Of all the battles ( says a writer <»i this subject,) fongfat 
in America, the aclioa at Lundy's Lone was unque»- 
tionBbly the best sostaiaed and by far Ok most sangui- 
nary. The n^d chargea and real contest with &e 
bayonet were of thenuelvea sufficient to render this en- 
gagement conspicuous. Trutsof real bravery and heroic 



KiUcd, 

Wounded, 

Miwinf, 
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devslfon were that night disphyed bj thosf engaged, 
which would not su&r in a comparLwn ^ith those exhi- 
bited St the stonning of St Sebastian, or the conflict at 
Qufttie Bras. 

Both the belligerent anoieA have ofiered dieir claim* 
for victory in this engagemeut — upon what grounds the 
American general couid propose Buch a claim are best 
known to himself. The result of the action, compared 
with General Brown's first instructiona as set forth in his 
despatches to the Americai: secretary of war, contradicts 
in die most pointed terms even the slightest suggestion 
of a victory on the part of the American arms, " It is 
propel here to mention," says General Brown in thq 
despatches alluded to, " that having received advices 
as late as the 20th, from General Gaines, that- our fleet 
was then in port and the commodore sick, we ceased to 
look for co-operation from' that quarter, and determined 
to disencumber ourselves of the baggage and march di- 
rectly for Burlington Heights. To mask this intention, 
and to draw from Schlosser a supply, I fell back upon 
Chippawa. As this arrangement, under the increased 
force of die enemy, left much at hazard on our own 
tide of the Niagara; and as-it appeared, by the before 
Stated information, that the enemy was about to avail 
himself of it, I conceived that the most effectual method 
of recalling him frpm this object, was to put myself in 
motion towards Queenston." 

Now, a question very naturally presents itself — Did 
Oeueral Broivn or the army under his command, in por- 
suance of the declared intention of the general, make a 
solitary efibit after the action, to force a passage to Bur- 
lington, or even attempt to maintain the ground he held 
during the action ? The reverse was the case. Let Gene- 
ral Brown speak for himself. " I therefore believed it 
proper," says that general in another part of his report, 
" that General Ripley and the troops should return to 
camp," that is, beyond Chippawa, a distance of nearly 
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four miles from Lundy's Lane, the field of action, leaving 
the British troops in peaceable possesdon of the ground 
they had gained, and during ihe arduous contest main- 
tained by their prowess and steady discipline ; and, 
next day, the American forces continued tiieir retreat in 
great disorder towards Fort Erie*. '^ Here was victory 
with a witness ; and just such a victory did Buonaparte 
gain at Waterloo. 

General Btowit not only abandoned the plans of ope- 
ration wliicb he had formed previous to the action at 
Lundy's Lane, but '* retreated in great disorder towards 
Fort Erie," wheie his egress from the British terrttory 
m^ht be mors easy ; and in his way destroyed the 
bridge across the Citippawa, in order to retard the ad- 
vance 01 die British lignt troops on his rear. 



*Gcnenl Draramoml'i Report of tbc Actioik 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

The British Army, under Oeneral Drvmmond, pursues the 
Enemy to Fort Erie — General Drumtiumd ineesls that 
Fart — Nocturnal AtsauU on Fort Erie and the adjoin^ 
ing Batteries in Posteasion of the Enemg — DiipoHtion 
of the Force intended for that Assault — Failure of 
that Assault — Sortie by the Aiaerican Forces on the 
BrUish Batteries VI Front of Fort Erie— Rtault of the 
Sortie — Retreat of both Armies — Cottclutiing Remarks. 

The American generals, unacqtTainted with the policy 
of war, had suffered themselves to be too easily elated 
by the imaginary successes whic)i attended th« Ameri- 
can aims during the first operations in this campaign, 
W€re now proportionably overwhelmed with disappoint- 
ment at the signal defeat with which they met at 
Lundy's Lane ; and confined themselves within the 
limits of Fort £rie and the adjacent shore, as far as 
Snake Hill, a distance of two miles ; in front of which 
position, General Dnimmond, with as many of the 
remaining British forces as could be spared for tbat ser- 
vice, advanced in a few days- 

The British army had no sooner taken up their posi- 
tion in front of Fort Erie than preparations were 
immediately made to stoim the fort and American posts- 
General Gaines, on whom had devolved the command 
of the second division of the northern army of the 
United States, in the absence of Generals Brown and 
Scott, who had both been wounded at Lundy's Lane, 
now directed his whole attention to strengthenitig the 
Fort and outworks as far as Snfdce Hill. 

On the I3th of August, General Dnimmond having 
previously completed his batteries, commenced a brisk 
cannonade on uie position of the enemy, which, with 
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a few intermissions, %>'as continued for two days; after 
which it was determined to carry the fort and outworks 
of the enemy by a nocturnal assault- In pursuance of 
this purpose, General Drummoud formed his troops into 
three divisions ; the first under Lieutenant Colonel 
Fischer of De Wattyille's regiment, consisting of ^he 
£ing's Regimant, the Regiment De Wattville and flank 
companies of the 89th and 100th regiments, directed 
against the enemy's entrenchments at and near Snake 
Hill ; the second, under Lieutenant Colonel Drummond 
of the 104th Regiment, consisting of the flank compa- 
nies of the 41st and 104th regiments and a body of sea- 
men and marines under the direction ot Captain Dobbs 
of the Royal Navy, against the fortj and the Sd, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Scott of the 103d Regiment, con- 
sisting of the 103d Regiment supported by two compa- 
nies of the Royal Scotts, agunst the entrenchments 
adjoining the fort- 

Thia arrangement being completed, the division des- 
tined for the attack of Snake Hill, marched by a 
circuitous route at four o'clook on the afternoon of the 
day previous to the attack, in order to gain the vicinity 
of the point of the enemy's works in sufficient time to 
co-operate with the other divisions of the army. 

About two o'clock on the morning of the 15th, the 
several divisions of the British army moved on towards 
the enemy's entrenchments ; but as soon as the column 
directed againat Snake Hill had emerged from the 
woods, it came in contact with an abbattis within twelve 
or fifteen paces of the enemy's entrenchments, defended 
by a heavy column of infantry under the command of 
Major Wood and the artillery under Captain Towsou. 
this for a time completely checked its advance. 

However, it was soon announced by a tremendous fire 
from the guns ip the fort, and from uie columns of in- 
fantry defending (he entreucbmeuta neat the shore of 
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the IjJte, that tlie other two columns, under lieutenant 
ColoneU Scott and Diumniond, ha4 commeDced aa aa< 
iault on the eneuiy^s .works. 

At the fiiBt outset of the two last coltinms, the enemy 
Ruceeeded in turning the roltimn on the left under Colo- 
nel Scott ; b*t that under Colonel Dnimmend penetrated 
the enemy's works and cJiarged through his ranks vnQi 
such irregistable impetoosity that Bering seemed suffi- 
ciently impregnable to wrest its progress. Lieutenant 
Colonel Scott, iu the mean time, rallied his column 
which bad been paitially turned on one dank, and the 
foft was assailed in ohnost every quarter by tiie besie- 
gers; an escalade w«s eftcted, the enemy drove from 
the ramparts at the point «f dw bayonet, aitd the guns 
of the fint turned imon the ganison ; all of whidi pre- 
ludes of vietoiT had actually been gained a few minutes 
after the first iJarm. 

The battle raged wt& a fury seldom eqaalled. The 
British troops having previously, in pursuance of bd oT" 
der to that eSect, divested their muskets of the flints, 
every foot of groond was contended at Ok point of Qie 
bayonet, which rendered the carnage more dreadfql and 
appaling. 

Liedtemnt Ccdonei DrunuiKind, during the conflict 
witbis die fort, performed most extraordinary acts of va- 
lor: in tiie hottest oi the battle he would present himself 
mconraging his men both by example and precept- But 
in the very moment when victory was declaring herself 
in lavor of die Brititib arms, some ammunition which 
had been placed under the platform ignited from the 
filing of the gnns to the rear, and a dreadful explosion 
was the result, by which the grater part of the British 
finces which had entered the fort, were liter Jly blown 
imodiem.- 
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All the exertions of the few British troops who aiuvi- 
ved the explosion were found inefiectual to maintain their 
ground against such an unequal force as the enemy was 
then enabled to bring up against them ; the enterprise 
was therefore abandoned ; and the British forces retired 
in rear of their works before daybreak. 

The ]oss of the British, in consequence of the ex- 
plosion, was much greater than tliat of the enemy ; and 
amongst the killed were Colonels Scott and Drum- 
mond. 

In General Drummond's report of this action, the re- 
turn of the killed, wounded and missing stands thus, 
namely: 

Killed, 2 tientenant colonels, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, ' 
1 Serjeant, 1 drummer, 61 rank and file, 6? 

Wounded, 1 deputy assistant quarter master gene- 
ral, 1 major, 8 captains, 1 1 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 
1 master, 12 seamen, 20 serJeants, 2 drummers^ 
2S0 rank and file, 308 

Missing, 1 deputy assistant quarter master general, 
1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 2 ensigQS, 1 nridship- 
man, 1 adjutant, 7 seamen, 41 sergeants, 3 
ijrummers, 479 rank and file, 539 

Total, 904 

Nothing particular occurred for the space of a months 
after the afiair of the 15th August, if we except occa- 
sional skirmishes with the advanced poets, and the 
frequent cannonading maintained between the Bnlish 
batteries and the enemy's works, as Well at Black Rock, 
on the opposite side of the river, as at Fort Erie and 
its neighborhood- At about the expiration of a month, 
however. General Brown, having recovered of his 
wounds, again resumed the command of the American 
army on the Niagara frontier, and broofj^t with him a 
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strong reinforcement, lesolvtn'g to attempt die destnictiqt) 
of the British batteries in front of the fort- Pursuant 
to this determinatioii, on the 17th September, at about 
IS o'clock, noon, the wliole American force including 
both regulars and militia sallied forth in three dirisiooa 
under Gener^ Porter, Miller and Ripley ; and before 
the ready Hid reaerve ctdumns of the British could be 
brought up from the camp, (about a mile in rear,) the 
enemy had succeeded in penetrating the batteries, de- 
stroying the works with one magazine of ammunitioq, 
and spiktng the guns. But ere he could efiect bit 
retreat, the ready and reserve colnmna had arrived, 
who immediately commenced a determined attack upon 
his columuB ; and after about a half hour's desperate 
fighting, notwithstanding his great superiori^ of nunt' 
bers, he returned before the bayonets of the British 
line, in great precifntMicm, uoderthe cover of his works, 
after losing nearly six hundred tf his force- 

The incessant rains which had faHeja that seuuB 
rendered it impossible for General Dmnunond to repair 
his batteries, or, indeed, longer to keep the field ; he, 
therefore, on the 21st of September, broke up his 
camp, and retired to :iviuter quarters in rear of his. 
works at the mouth of the Chippawa. 

During the retreat, General Brown feigned some in- 
clination lo foUotv on (he rear of the British army ; yet, 
notwithstanding all die efforts whkk could posubly be 
exercuad by a general, were called into contribution 
by Sir Gordon Drummond, to bring General Brown into 
action; but it all proved unavailing. The American 
general, " as soon as the coast was clear," evacuated 
Fort Erie and retreated across die river into his own 
territory - 

Thus terminated the camptfign of 1814, on the Nia- 
gara frontier ; and whatever might have been the object. 
of the American goveroment wh*"" tht** sent that aiinV 
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to inTftde Cuiads, it is certain that nothing wu tequired, 
if we except afresh proof (if such had been nowneee»- 
Buy,) of thelojaltyaf theCanadiaii people to their sove- 
rei|^, and their unshaken zeal to defend their coimtfT 
from (be grasp of its enemy, at whatever time be mi^ 
think proper to inrade it. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



Arrieal of a BritUh naoal and jidHtary Force on ffte 
Shoretoflhe U- Statea—Troopa land at the MotUh of the ^ 
Pavtttxet and move 'on towards Washington — General' 
Most arrivet at Bladensbarg and'finds the American 
Force strongly posted to oppose his Passage-rThe 
ArMricanArmy routed — General Hoss takes Possession 
of the American Capital — The British Forcet again 
retire to the Seaboard and emhark — Captain Gordon's 
Expedition up the Potomac— Captain Sir Peter Par- 
ker's Expedition up lite Chesapeake — Deicenl upon 
Baltimore — Retreat and re-embarkation of the British. 

During the period in which the operntiona of the 
campdgn on the Niagara frontiers were transpiring, a 
naval farce, consiiting of five line of battle ships and a 
few frigates, was fitted out and'glaeed under the com- 
mand of Vice-admiral Cochrane, for the purpose of 
Toting the coasts of the United States and laying waste 
her maritime cities and towns, with « View to putting a 
more speed; termination to the war so much deprecated 
by the enlightened men ^f both countries. This naval 
squadron was accompanied by several transports having 
OQ board a military force of from five to six thousand 
men under the command of -Major (General Ross. This 
armament arrive^ on the shores of the Chesapeake Bay^ 
along which it hovered a few days, occasionally bom- 
barding the tovnis and villages along the coast. 

On the aist, the squadron arrived at Benedict, at the 
mouth of the F^wtwiet, (about forty-seven miles from 
the ci^ of Washington, the metropolis of the Udlted 
States,) where General Ross disembarked his troops ; 
from whence he proceeded to Nottingham, and on the 
fdioxiteg day to Upper MarlboroHgh. On this march 
the British army met with bnt little or m of^itioQ, 
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cxeept &ota a flotilla of about twenty gun-boots martned 
with about four or five hundred marines and seamen, 
oader the oommand of Commodore Barney, en experi- 
enced ani^ meritorioua naval officer, but who was at 
length compelled, with &e men under bis command, to 
abandcn and set fire to ibe boats, directing their flight 
to Bladensburg, there to join Generd Winder, who 
had, at thatplaca collected aforce of nearly niaethou- 
Mud for the purpose of disputing with (xeneral Ross 
the road to the capital. 

Oeoeral Winder's army was visited by Pieeident Mfe 
diaon accompanied by General Armstrong, the Americas 
Secretary of War, t<^ether with Uie^ United States At- 
torney General, before whom tliey passed in review on 
the moning of the 23d, at Old-Fields, about five nules 
^staut from the city of Wailungton. 

After the review, General Winder detached a column 
under Colonel Scott, Id reconnoitre the force of the 
British with a view ii/Wrass them in their advance, and 
by which means so retard their progreaa that the Ameri- 
can umy ought gain as much strength as poHibie, 
whose ruiks were hourly swelling by the arrivals of the 
militia from Baltimore and AnnopoliR and volunteem 
from Georgetown and its vicinity. Genera] Ross had 
advanced within six miles of the enemy's camp, when 
Colonel Scott's column was discovered ; but receiving a 
few valleys from the British advanced guard, they re- 
tieated in rapid movement towards their camp. General 
Rosa advanced his column about three miles further on 
the road to Washington, where he encamped during the 
night ; but the enemy, dreading a noctumed attack, 
retired about sunset towards Wssbingtcm, lo a positK^ 
where they could encamp in greater security- 
Early on the iDorQing <rf' the 34th, the British forces 
were in. movement towards Washington, taking tfoute 
which kept General Winder's army n Ihsir left flank ; 
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but alwut noon the enemy was discovered stion^y post- - 
ed at Bladensburg, ready to dispute the passage at that 
place. The bridge was defended by' a large brigade of 
artillery supported by a column of riflemen, with a divi- 
sion of infantry draim up in an orchard in ibe rear ; and 
a stroDgbrigsde of infantry under the directions of Gene- 
ral Stansbury was drawn up on the weat side of the 
western branch of the river ; and on the heights com- I 

manding the great road to Washington were erected two ^ 
batteries served by the seamen and marines coffltuanded I 

by Commodore Barney and Captain Miller, and support- i 

ed by a body of infantry and riflemen; the other t 1 
columns of the enemy were pasted according to the dtn- j 

atioD of the ground, in the best order of ddence which | 

-BUggested itself to the minds of their generab. j 

General Roes, taking a moment's survey of the dis- 
position of the enemy, formed his plan of attack- The 
85th Light infantiy regiment, and the light infantry 
companies of the different regiments constituting the 
British column — the whole under tbe command of Colo- 
nel Thornton — rushed forward with such irresistable 
impetuosity, supported by a division of infantry com- 
manded by Colonel Brooke, that the bridge was carried 
in a few nunutes: and the enemy compelled to retreat 
in confusion and dismay towards tbe capital, carrying 
terror in their flight, and after the brief deliberations of 
a council of war hastily assembled, it Was concluded 
that under present circumstances the metropolis was 
coiKpIetely untenable by the American army under their 
present dispersed and disorgnnized state ; it was, there- 
fore, ordered that General Smith should continue the 
retreat of the army through the city, and take up a posi- 
tion on the heights of Georgetown. 

The less sustained by the British in the engagement 
at BladeAsburg, amounted to two hundred and forty- 
nine in killed and wounded, sixty-four of whom were 
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of the former*. The loss of the Americaa ami}' only 
Moounted to one hundred and eighty, in killed, wounded 
and missingjl ; but >their loss in property was immense^ : 
no less than two hundred and sixty pieces of cBOinon, 
five hundred and forty barrels of gun-powder, and a 
hundred thouMud cartridge mostly charged each with a 
ball and three buck-shot, were taken by the captors. 

General Ross, meetiiigwhh no furAer resistance, 
continued his approach to Washington ; and having the 
main" body of his army encamped about a mile and a 
ft half from the city, he entered the metropolis at the head 
of six or seven hundred men, about 8 o'clock in the 
evening. Immediately on the entry of the detachment 
of British troops into the city, General Itoss issued or- 
^rs for the destruction of aU the public buildings and 
public works tt^ther with the public library, the capi- 
tol and a frigate and sloop of war in the navy yixA^ 
akoost ready for launching, with all the materials in the 
naval arsenal ; pursuant to which they were all con- 
signed to one continued conflagration, in which it is to 
be regretted that an elegant hotel with a few other private 
buildings were consumed. 

Next day. General Ross having accomplished the 
object of his expedition to Washington, ordered a retreat 
which was commenced that evening and continued nest 
day to Benedict. During the progress of these a&irs, 
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IIGraenl Wbder to General Armstrong. 

tBy Ib.report of tbt «oniniittee •ppoiDted to InrasUgate the 
unotmt of public property loEt to the United States at the cap- 
nre bf WsBbinrWD, it is estimated at DioehuadredBadsut^-mne 
JiODiaiid, one iiDikdnd and ieTeDt;-one dollan. 
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Captain Oordoa of th« Sea Hone, wtth s sanl falflt 
onder his command, ascended tbe Potomac ; but, ftf 
ooiisec|ueiice of the difficuldea TVfaicL presentad theon^ 
selves in the navigation of tint river with veawls of 
large dimen8i<ms, he did not nach Fort Washingtta 
nntil the STtfa, upon which he immediatelv <^>eDed a 
bombardment ; but tbe officer commanding mat gsiriaon 
gave orders tta spiking the guna and blowing up the 
works widtovt me least riiow of resistance- Captais 
Gordon then passed on to the town of Alexandria, the 
munidpal anUioritiesofnhichjinorder to save the town ^ 
from destruction, stipulated for the surrender of all V 
public stores togeAer with twentf^e sail of merchuit 
Bhipping with their caigoea then lying in tbe haibw. 

Certain Sir Peter IWker, to whom was entrosted 
&e command of another division of the fleet with whicb 
to ascend (he Chesapeake, on the night of the SOlb of 
August, landed a body of seamen anft marines, in all 
amountbg to one hundred and twenty, near a place 
called Georgetown Cross Roads, where a body of the 
militia of A^iyland was stationed. The enemy, apprized 
of this movement, were dmwn up in much greater foree 
than Captain Parker was led to antidpate, in front of 
Qieir camp. Still the intrepid captain, thinking of m^ 
thing but cflpquest, pressed forward fyithhis handful of 
brave foUoWera, and while animating them in the furr 
of tbe combat, rec^^ived a buck-shot in the thigh, whica 
penetrated the femoral artf rv, yet oontinuiag to cheer 
his men to the conflict, be fell and terminated a life ren- 
dered immortal in tbe recollections of his countiymeo; 
after which the enemy pouring upon tbem in overwhelm- 
iiig numbers, compelled them to retire to their boats 
and abandon the enterprise- 

Admirnl Cochrane now assembled his Whole squadron 
in the waters of the Chesapeake, delerauned on a de- 
scent upon the dty of Baltimore ; for which pu/pose 
the fleet amended Ae bay, and on the lltb of September, 
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ftey came to an anchor off the month of the Potomac 
Hirer, about fourteeo miles distant from Baltimore. 
Early on the following morning, General Ross debarked 
his troops amounting to nearly six thousand, under co-' 
Ter of the gua'boats, at a place called NorthPoint- On 
receiving intelligence of this movement, Brigadier Gene- 
ral Strieker, who had been detached wi3i a force of 
between three and four thousand infantry, with a large' 
park of artillery, a corps of cavalry and a body of rifle- 
men, to resist the approach of General Ross, took a 
* position at the junction of the several roads which led 
" to the city, having a body of light troops in his front 
under Major Heatn, for the piftpoBe erf aanbying Ae 
British and checkinf; their advance. The point at which 
General Ross had effected a landing is a kind of peninsu- 
la formed by the Patspsco and Bock rivers, across which 
Major Heath had thrown up an intrenchment ; but, on 
the advance of the British column, this position was 
bastih abandoned with tittle Ot no- resistance. 

In a short time the ^itish forces came n^ with thff 
column under General Strieker, which vnts discovered 
to be strongly posted with the right resting on Beat 
Creek and the left aovered by a Bwamp almost imper- 
vious. General Ross continued to advance under the 
Sre of the enemy's riflemen and light troops ; and al- 
ways' too prodigal of his own safety in the field, placed 
himself in fibnt of his advance, who bad now become 
engaged with that of the enemy. While in this situa- 
tion, with his hat waving in the air, animating his troops, 
he received a rifle ball in his breast wMch proved to bs 
mortal. 

The command of the ej;pedition now devolved on 
Colonel Brooke, for whom General Ross immediately 
sent, and to whom he yielded his instructions ; and after 
taking an a^ctionate leave of that officer and bis per- 
sonal staff, and ejaculating " my dear wife," he breauied 
his last, deeply lamented by the whole army h« had 
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aoiecentlycominB&deil- Colonel Brooke cwtinued to 
move forward on the K&emy 'a positton, and commenced 
ti general attack ; a few tninntes after the commence- 
ment of irhich the ugnal was given to charge the 
enemy's line, when a rapid advance took place ; uid the 
whole of General Strieker's anny was completely routed 
and driven in confusion at the p(dnt of the bayonet 
The enemy's position was then taken possession of, to- 
gether wim two pieces of field ordnance which ±e 
enemy's artilleiy, m theii precipitati<»i, were unable to 
take &om' the field. ^ 

On the Ci^owtng nundBg, Cidnwl Bnx^e oratinned 
to advance till he arrived mthin a mile and a half of 
Baltimore, intending an immediate assault upon that 
place ; but upon recqetimtriDg the norks with which the 
enemy had surrounded the city, he discovered that all 
those hills, with which its ambient vicinity abounds, 
were completely studded with fortificstiona and redoubts, 
the whole of which' w«re connected by breastworks 
tmd defended by an ajmy of fifteen tihousand men, ex- 
clusive of a nnmerous train of artillery craamaaded by 
Ooierals Stansbttry and Fireman, %iid a body of seantea - 
and marines under Ctonmodore Rogers. i 

During the land operations agdnst Baltimore, a pow- 
erful and well concerted plan of attack was attempted 
against Fort Me. Henry commanding the entrance of 
the harbor of Baltimore, with a view to the reductjon of 
that fort, that the naval force might approaich the town 
and co-operate with dfe army; but in ciHiseqaenoe of a 
number of vessels having been previously sunk by Ae 
enemy across the entrance, it was found miprftctic^le 
to approach si^ciently near to tender any asngtauce ; 
the enterprise was therefore g^ven up. 

Next morning, the 16tb, between oae and twa 
A^dock, the British army retreated a few milea &01D 
Baltimore, where tbey restaioed Ae wlule d[ that day, 
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ivith an inten^tm to draw the American forces firom their 
defences for aa attack ; but finding the enemy no way 
disposed to hazard a field engcigement, the retreat was 
continued the next morning to North Point, where th« 
troops were re-embfirked, together with about two hun- 
dred of the most respectable inhabitants of Baltimore, 
priaooers of war. The loss of the Americans is said, in 
dieir own accounts, not to exceed one hundred and 
eighty killed and wounded ; irtiile, on Oie tame autbo; 
lity, the Briti^ loss amounted to six bimdred including 
* a number of prisonm- 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

An ExpcdUimi fanned tn Lower Canada for Ike Invar 
aim of PkMiburg — Arrival of the British Squadron 
at the Harbor of PlatUburgh — Naeal Engagenieni, 
and hM of the Briliak Squadron — Retreat of the Bri- 
tish Troops — Brilish Expedition formed agtanst the 
Shares of the United ^ates bordering on the Mexican 
Oulph — Result of that iJiperfiiitm — Expedition against « 
New Orkani — Partial EncouTtler between General 
Jackson's Army and a Body of Brilish Troops under 
Cohmel Thornton— The British tinder General Pae- 
kenham advcutce towards New Orleans — Reinforcetnenis 
arriee for both Armies — Unsficcessful Attack on the 
E'nemy's Entrenchments — Second Attack on Fort 
Bowyw — Surrender of that Fort — Action between the 
Brilish Frigate Enaymion and the American Frigate 
President — Surrender of the latter — Concluding £«• 
marks — Summary of the Treaty of PecKe- 

During the period in which the operations against 
Washington and Baltimore were in progress, British 
troops were pouring into Low^r Canada from France, 
in consequence of the Peace of Paris having been con- 
clnded, until the army under Lieutenant General Sir 
George Prevost actuallj' amounted to fourteen thousand 
e^ctire men, which were immediately formed into 
brigades ; and an expedition fitted out for the iovaaon 
of flie enemy's territory. 

On the 2d of September, the British aitny command- 
ed by Sir George Prevost in person, approached the 
line of demarkatioD between Lower Canada and the 
United States. On their advance, Ibe American forces 
stationed on the lines fled from their entrencbments, 
panic struck, towards Plattshurgh, destroying all the 
bridges and felling trees across the road in their route 
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thither, tti order to impede the advance of the British ; 
bu(, in apposition to bII these obstiuctions, the army 
appeared before Piattsburgh on tbe sixth. 

General Moers of the New-Tork militia, Colonel 
Appling, Major Wood and Captain Sprout, of the Ameri- 
can army, were sent out from Plattsburgh at the head ' 
of colunma of both regulars and. militia, to oppose the 
British in their advance j but the utmost united exer- 
tions of the general and every officer under his 
command were found insufficient to prevail on the Ameri- 
can troops for a moment to maintain their ground 
before the advance of the BritiBh, 

On the approach of the British to PlattAurgb, it was 
discovered that the bridge across the River Saranac had 
been stripped of its ptanks, to the south side of which 
river the whole of the American force had retired and 
taken up a position on an elevated piece of ground, for- 
tified by three redoubts and a number of breastworks 
and batteries, and commanded by General Mc. Comb in 

Eerson. The planks which had- been taken from the 
ridge crosHUg the Saranac were piled in the form of >« 
breast work at the south end, to cover the AmericoQ 
troops inteaded to dispute the passage with the Biitis!i 
advance. 

The time which intervened betwem th« 6th and 1 Itfa 
was chiefiy employed by Sir George Prevost in rusing 
his vrorks and bringinyip his ordnuioe and mounting it 
fw llie purpose of bombarding the town and out worka 
of die enemy. At 7 o'clock on the morning of the last 
mentioaed day, the British squadron on Lake Cham- 
plain, under Captain Downie, was discovered over the 
isOimus formed by the union of die River Saranac and 
Cumberland Bay, nearing the harbor of Plattsburgh to 
attack the American squadron under Commodore Mc'. 
IXntoudi, and to co-t^rate with the forces on land. 
The British squadron conristed of the Confiance of 
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Ihirty-niue guns, tlie brig Lioqet of sixteen guns, the 
jCbub of uleven gunS, the sloop Finch of eleven gune, 
Hnd thirteen gun-boats, five of lyhich canied two guns 
each and eight one gun each — total ninety-four guns. 
The American stjuadron consisted of the Saratoga of 
twenty-six guns, the Eagle of twenty guns, the Ticon- 
deioga of seventeen guns, the Preble of seven guns, 
and ten gun-boats, six of which carrying two guns 
i;ach and four one gun .each — total eighty-six guns. 
The American squadron wasmoored in line, within tin 
harbor of Plattsburgh, supported by the gun-boats <hi 
the flank, aw^ting the approach of the British. 

About S o'clock, A- M., Captain Dotvnie bore into 
the harbor, and formed his line directly in front of the 
enemy, each vessel selecting her antagonist according to 
its Btren^ and agreeable to previous arrangements, 
within two or three cables length distance- The action 
betwei^u the two hostile fleets commenced with cheers 
from the crews on both sides ; and iu coQsequence of 
the very light winds which prevailed during the ftction, 
the lake was quite smooth, by means of which the fire 
on both sides had the moat destructive effect. 

The battle raged for nearly two hours, iu the early 
part of which Captain Downie was killed and the con- 
fiaiiee so completely disabled that she was compelled to 
surrender, a destiny vvliich awaited the other vessels of 
the British squadron. Three of the British gun-boats 
bad been sunk in an early stage of the action, which 
consideiably weakened their force ; but in consequence 
of the shalteted slate of the enemy's ships, the remain- 
ing guit-beafs were enabled to escape- 

The British lost in kili<K|. and wounded, in this actioQ, 
one bundre d & seventy-tour, eighty-four of M'hom were 
Killed, including the gallant DoKTiio who commanded 
the British sfjuadroi). The American loss amoifoted lo 
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rfDe hundred and ten, in killed and wounded, fifty-two 
of (vhom were of the former nVuttber- 

During this naval engagement, the efibrtB of the. land 
forces had been in same measure successful. The bri- 
gades under Genei^Is Robinson andPoWer had succeeded 
in forcing a passage across the Saranec; but on the first 
^outs of victory from the enemy's Works, in Conse- , 

Suence of the surrender of the British squadron, Sir 
leorge Frerost, in the most Unaccountable manner, 
peremptorily commanded them to retreat j and the same 
evening the guns were ell dismounted from the British 
works ; and two hoilrs before day on the following mor- 
ning, the army retreated once more to Canada, leaving 
a number of the wounded'in the hands of Hie enemy. 

The loss sustained by the ^tish land forces, in killed 
■ad wounded, from the 6di to the J4th September, 
amounted to about two hundred and forty*, but the 
number was supposed to hove been aagmented by deser- 
tions- 

During the time of the expedition fo FTattsbidrfrh', and 
while negotiations for peace were in progress at Ghent, 
an expedition was undertaken by the British government 
for the invasion of the shores of the Gulph of Mexico. 
On the'lSth day of S^ember, a squadron under the 
command of the honorable Captain Wm. Henry Percy of 
the Royal NaVy, cousiriing of two frigates and two gari 
' brigs, appeared off Mobile. A force was immediately 
landed under the direction^ of Colonel Nicholls and 
Captain Woodbine, for the purpcse of attacking Fort 
Bowyer ; (situated on Mobile Point ;) but liie Americui 
commandant,' M^or Lawtence, withstood the attack 
with auch determined bravery that the force was com- 
pelled to retire ; and the fire from the fort was so ably 
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directed agumt &B ^ppisg that before tlie; cotitd 
withdraw IhemselveB wiuwut the reach of the cumon- 
ftde, the Hermes, fiag-ship to the squadron, caught fire 
■od exploded. 

As socin as tbe seveiity of the winter had nspended 
' the military opeiaticHis oa the frontier of Upper and 
Lower Canada, a force was collected in the neighbor- 
hood of the Bermudas under the ccanmand of Maj(» 
Oenetal Eeanei This force was embarked on board 
the fleet under Vice-admiral the Honorable Sir Alexan- 
der Cochrane. The armament, OD the 12th of December, 
made its appearance in the bay of St- Lonis. The 
American flotilla ctfgon-boats under Lieutenant Jones, 
then lying at Cat's Island, took shelter further up the 
bay, where they were attacked by the British gun-boats 
under CspteiD Lockyer, With great bravery and skill ; 
and after an animated engagement, the American gun- 
boats Were compelled to sunender- 

General Jackson, who Commanded the United Statei 
forces in this region, had been for some time employed 
in making the most formidable preparations f<» defend- 
ing New Orleans. He had pnocloinied the country as 
far as his command extended under martial law j he 
personally superintended the eraction of such works of 
defence as time wonld permit, and he reviewed the 
whole of the militia and volunteers in the vicing of 
New Orleans, preparatory to their being engaged. No 
pos^ble exerticai that could be made was neglected : 
General Carrol was called from Tennessee with about 
five or six thousand troops, who arrived at New Orleans 
on the 21st December. A host, too, of Baritarian 

!>iratesofiered themselves to Genei^ Jackson as a rein- 
orcement, on condition of a free pardon, whose services 
were accepted of- 

On the 23d, the British army landed, and, making their 
way through a swamp which lay bettreen the pUce of 
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Itndiiig Bud the main position of the enemy, captured 
a strong piquet statioced at the entrance of a canal called 
bayou JBiea-venu, tor the purpose of checking the ad- 
vance- 

General Jackson no sooner heard of the approach of 
the British column, than placing himself at the head of 
two regiments of regular troops, the militia and yolun- 
teers of Tennessee and New Orleans and a regiment of 
colored troops, moved a few miles down the river where 
he awaited the arrival of General Cofiie with the force 
under his command, to whom orders hadheeo previously 
(raDsmilted to join General Jackson at that place ; after 
which he prosecuted his march down the river, until 
about dark he found himself coming in contact with the 
&itish advance under Colonel Thornton. A heavy 6ro 
was immediately commenced on both sides ; and an 
American schooner which had dropped down the river 
for that purpose, kept up a galling fire upon the British- 
Bat Colonel Thornton, perceiving the awkward predica- 
ment into which he had fallen, immediately ordered 
his troops to charge ; which compelled the enemy to 
retreat, and a body of the American riflemen felt into 
the bands of the victors. 

On flie morning of the 25th December, Major Gene- 
ral Sir Edward Packenham accompanied by Major 
General Gibbs, arrived in the British camp and assumed 
the command of the army. Early on the morning of 
file 27th, the British forces moved forward in two divi- 
flions, driving in the enemy's advanced columns to a 
position about three miles distant from New drleaiis ; 
where his main body was, discovered strongly posted in 
rear of a breast work raised in some places with bales of 
cotton and covered in front with a vpry wide ditch ; and 
in consequence of a recent swell in the river, the 
American general was enabled to inundate the ground 
in front of his position, which, when the water receded, 
left a sufficient quantity in the ditch to render it impas- 
2:2 
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aable without the lud of ten^raiy bHdgct or fasdn« to> 
fill it up. 

The Vaageur with a convoy of transpcwts arrived iathe 
bay on the Ist of January, 1815, with a reisTorcemeDt 
of Biiti^ troops under Major Gwieral Sir John Lambert, 
who arrived in the British lines on the 6th ; and oo the 
4th, a reiutbrcement of thiee thousand Kentucky mi- 
litia arrived in the American camp under GeneraJs- 
l^omas and Adair- 

From the time of the arrival of Generd Lambert' 
until daylight on the morning of the 8th was incessantly 
t^mploycd by the British in preparations for a general. 
assault upon the 'f^nemy's inlrenchments. Colonel' 
Thornton was ordered to the right bauk of the Missis- 
sipj)! with a detachmeat under his command, to seize a 
battery erected by the enemy for the purpose of enfila- 
ding the British columns in thuir advance to the attack- 

. At break of day on the morning of the 8th, the- 
British columns being under arms, and all things being 
prepared for the onset, a voHey of bombs and Congreive 
rockets were thrown into the American lines ; and at 
the same moment the army commenced its movement 
upon the enemy's works. General Packenham, after 
giving the word of command to advance, galloped in 
front of the advancing columns and continued to animate 
his men with his hat waving in the air, until he arrived 
in front of the enemy's position ; where reckless oC bis 
own invaluable life, he would present himself at all 
limes in the (ury of the conflict,: in the same animating 
manner; but such heroic conduct could not escape th» 
observation of the enemy, especially in close quarters; 
for almost in the same . moment of time he received a 
wound in the knee and another in the body, upon which 
he fell into the arms of his aid de camp. Major Mc. 
.Dougal, ftpd immediately expired. Generals Keaue 
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«nd Oibbs were also wounded, the latter of whom died- 
next day. 

The circumstnnce of the fascines-and other apparatus 
foi crossing the trenches not having been such, aa was 
now discovered, entirely to answer the puqwse for 
which they were intended — and the troops perceiving 
ail their leaders, as it were, either killed or carried ofi' 
&e field woundetl, (as General Lambert expresses in 
his despatches) — caused ar wavering in the ranks, which, 
in such a situation became irreparable ; and as 1 ad- 
vanced, continues the general, at about two hundred 
and fifty yards from the line, I had the mortification to- 
observe the whole falling' back upon me in the greatest 
confusion The disorder into which the British columns 
had been thrown at this juncture rendered it impossible, 
notwithstanding the utmo&t exertioDs of General Lam- 
bert and the officers under his command, to restore any 
hind of order in the lines ; a short consultation was 
therefore held. In which- it was conceiTed advisable to- 
vithdraw the troops and abandon the enterprise. 

On the opposite side of the Missis sijq)i matters wore' 
a more brilliant aspect. Colonel Thornton advanced his 
detachment to the attack simultaneously with main bo- 
dy on the other side of the riVer- The forts against 
which Colonel Thomtor^s brigade was opposed were 
defended by a body of Kentuc^ vc^unteers and the 
Iduistana militia under the comntand of General Mor- 
gan, who, after the first fire, retreated in disorder,, 
leaving the British in possessicm of their intienchments. 

The loss sustained by the British, on both sides of 
the river, amounted to not less than two thousand and' 
forty in killed, wounded and missing, a great number of 
whom were of the Utter and were afterwards found to 
be prisoners of war. The loss of the enemy, according 
to the despatdiea i>r his adjutant geneial, was very 
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tiifling, not exceeding twent; killed utd My-one 



It wag concluded in a council of wai beld by General 
Lambert and the heads of departments assisted by Vice- 
sdmiral the Honorable Sir Alexander Cochrane, that, 
from the unsuccessful result of the attack already made 
upon the enemy, and the heavy loss sustaiued, to renew 
the assault was utterly hopeless; it was therefore given 
up and the army retired from before New Orleans- 

Before re-embarking the troops, a second attack waa 
made upon Fort Bowyer on Mobile Point- On the 7th 
of February, the Vangeur, commanded by Captain 
Ricketts, was brought up in front of the fort, while' the 
land forces closely invested on the other rade: and so 
closely was the seige pushed that in a few days Major 
Lawrence found it necessary to accept terms of capitu- 
lation, and surrender himself with a garrison of three 
hundred and sixty-six men, prisoners of war. 

On the 15th of January, as a British squadron block- 
aded the port of New-York, the President frigate, 
Commodore Decatur, was discovered leaving the harbor ; 
a chase immediately commenced which lasted eighteen 
hours, when the Endymion came up with and laying 
herself alongside her antagonist, a spirited action com- 
menced, which was maintuned on both »des with 
equal courage and heroism during a period of tvcQ 
hours and a half, the result of which was the surrender 
of the President- This wag the last naval engageirient 
fought . between the two nation^, and may be said, 
tt^ether with the most of the campaign in the neighbor- 
hood of New Orleans, to have transpired after the 
plenipotentiaries of the two powers had finished their 
labors at Ghent. 

Thus terminated a second war between. Great Britaio 
and America — a contest from the narrative of which, 
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^ettiled in the preceding pages, may be fleen iras 
evidenUf conunenccd by the goveniment of the United 
States, trom the most unworthy motiveB that possibly 
could have actuated the countuls of a nation' They 
attempted to practise a scheme of policy, in all their 
inteicourse with Great Britain and France, which was 
obviously intended to paralyze the vfaale enei^es of 
tile British empire, and give loose reins to the hi^ 
towering ambition of the Fren^ usurper ; to defeat &e 
means employed by Great Britain in resisting the arro- 
gant and aspiring pretensions of that despot, in the 
magnanimons stand she hadtakeu in defence of the in- 
dependence of nations. 

It cannot surely be denied by any person having the 
eiercise of reason, that the very first principle in prose- 
euting a war is to indict the greatest possible injury 
npwi the enemy, at the least possible risk or expense.. 
"fiien, precisely so did the case stand with Great Bri- 
tain ; no circumstance ever shone on any page of the 
annals of the woild c6uld have rested more Mly and' 
fairly upon this baws. The causa in which England 
was engaged was the most interesting and the most cal- 
culated to draw forth the sympathies of the wwld at- 
Urge. To see, as it were, all Europe (Great Britain> 
alone excepted,) groaoing under the iron yoke of a 
banghty, arrogant tyrant, equally reckless of justiceor 
humanity — actually visiting those nations he had already 
subdued into a state of the most degraded vassalage, 
vith the most unparalleled treachery and the most atro- ' 
cious violenee that ever stained the ambition of despotic 
power. To redress &09e wrongs and to emancipate- 
European nations from the galling chains of that despot— 
in fiiie, to break the bewildering spell which appeared 
to hang over the surrounding continent, at hie growing 
power— Great Britain, with a promptitude and generosi- 
tj confessedly peculiar to herself as a natioD, had 
stepped forward ; and to see the councils of America,, 
(let it again be reitented,) Ibe only republican natiooi 
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then ID existeuce, willingly enlist the ebergies of thftf 
country into the service of die French ruler, to oppose 
the ^raad struggle for freedom, is a problem, to the 
sc^ution of which the hlstoriBn is compelled humUy to 
acknowledge himwlf incompetent. 

But, however the warlike rescHiTces of Great Britain' 
were absorbed in the peninsular war, the celebrity of 
htT arms tvas gallantly sustained (as is seen itS tbe fore- 
going review of the operations of the war,) by tbe brave 
militia andfenublecoipsofCanada^ovaiScoda and New 
Bmnswick ; to whom, with the few regular troops then 
in the country, was entrusted the defence of the whole 
of that part of the British empire ; and to the small naval 
force which could be spared o'o that service, whose 
gallant conduct stands forth eminently conspicuous, when 
it is considered the prodigious disadvantages uudct 
which they had at at all times to engage an ^nerican. 

On the 8th of August, the day on which the pleni- 
potentiaries of Great Britain and the United Slates held 
their first conference ai Ghent, the English ministers 
submitted to the American commissioners the following 
pryetj exjdanatory of the subjects to be brought under 
discussion': 

1st- The forcible seizure of mariners on board of mer- 
chant vessels and, in connection with it, the' claims of 
his Britannic Majesty to the ^egiance of all his native 
subjects. 

2d. The hidlan-alttes of Great Britain (o be included 
in the pacifications, and a definite bomdary to be settled 
fortheirterritory. The British commissioners stated that 
an arrangement upon this subject was a fine qita non. 

■Draft of th; original Protocol, made by tlie Americui mioia- 
ten at the two first confBrenceB held with the British 
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3d. Areviewof the boundary liDebetweeo the tlnited 
States and tlie adjacent British colooies- 

With respect to this point, the British commissioDers 
disclaimed any intention, on the part of their goveniT 
ment, to acquire any incre^e of territory. 

4th. The fisheries, respecting \tbich the British govr 
emment will not alien the people of the United States 
the privilege of landing and drying fish, within the 
terri^rial judsdiction of Gtieat Britain, wJUioutaa eqnir 
valent- 

The American ministers, at the second meeting, 
irhich was held the folIo>viDg day, stated that, upoit 
the first and third points proposed by the British c<»r>- 
missioners, they _ were pepared with no instructions 
from their gOTemment; l)ut that on the second and 
fourth of these pgints, there not having existed, hither- 
to, any difference between the two govemmenta, they 
had not been anticipated by the United States, and were * 
therefore not provided for in their iustruetions ; that, in 
relation to an Indian pacificatioQ, they knew that the 
government 0/ the United States bad appointed commis- 
uoners to treat for peace with the Indies ; and th«t it 
Was not imputable that peace had already been made 
ivith them. At the same time, the American commis- 
sionera presented, as further subjects considered by the 
government of the United States as suitable for discus- 
sion, the following: 

1st- A definition of blockade, and, as far as may be 
■greed, of other neutral. and belligerent rights. 

2d. Certain daims of indemni^ to individuals, for 
captures and seizures preceding and subsequent to 9i& 
yrar. 
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3d. They further stated, that Uierewefe varimifl other 
points to which their iostructionB eatend, which might 
with propriety be the subjects of discussion, either in 
the iiegotiation of the peace or in that of a treaty of 
Gommerce ; which, in case o( a propitious termination 
of the conferences, they were likewise authorised to 
conclude. That for the purpose of facilitating the first 
and most essential object of peace, they had discarded 
every subject which was not considered so peculiarly 
connected with that, and presented only those poin^ 
which appeared to be immediately relevant to ttu 



At a subsequent meeting held on the 10th, the Bri- 
tish commisairaers endeavored to impress the American 
ministers with the propriety of ^ving up certain places 
. ceded to the United States by the memorable treaty of 
1783, fw the puipooe of rendering the limits of Caiuida 
more precise and secure ; but upon this point the Ameri' 
cans were immoyahte. 

The most important, as well as the most difficult sub' 
jects in dispute between the two countries, were 
undoubtedly those relating to the impresBment of seamen 
from Americas ships, and the limits of blockade. The 
peace in Europe had, however, reduced these questions 
to mere abstract principles, regarding the future rather 
tiian the present ; and both parties, aware of the diffi- 
culty, agreed to wave discussions upon whtch it seemed 
impoRuble to arrive at any amicable conclusion. The 
other subjects of importance were the admission of the 
Indians to the treaty and the establishment of a new 
Canadian frontier. On the former of these pomts, it 
was ^reed that the Indian allies of both parties should 
be left ia the same situation in which they were found 
in 1812; and on the latter, that any amb^ily regarding 
the territorial limits between Canada and the Uaited 
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'States sheuld ht lemored by commisaionerB appointed 
on both sides for that purpose ; but that the hne of de- 
markation, as drawn by Ibe treaty of 1783, should form 
the staudturd of their decisions*' 

The foregoing formed the basis of an amicable bt- 
rangement of the di&renees between the two countries, 
and was concluded by the signature of a treaty of peace 
to that effect, at Ghent, on the 24th December, 1S14. 
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At Act Aelariiuf War belwten At Dmted Bngdam of 
tfratU Briiaiti and Ltiand,andlhe DtpendeneuM tW«- 
0^, atid the tMed Slate$ of Anurica, and 0iar 
. Territotoria. 

Be it enacted, by the Senate uid Haase of Repn- 
nnlativei of the United States of Ameridt, in'Congiess 
aseembled, that war be, and the same is hereby declared 
to exists between the united kin gd(»n of Oieat Britain 
snd Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, and die 
United States of America and their territories; fuid 
tfiat the president of tiie United States be, and is here- 
by authorised, to use the whole land and naval force of 
die United States, to cany the game into effect ; and' to 
fasae to private armed vessels c^ the United States, 
commissions or letters of marque and general reprisal, in 
Buch form as he shall tiAnk proper, and under the seal 
of the United States, against the vessels, goods and ef- 
iects of the goTerhtaaent of the said united kingdom of 
Great Britsiu and Ireland, and the subjects thereof. 
JAMES MADISON. 

June le, 1813.-— Ai^roved. 
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DeclariU'um of War agatwl America — at the Court of 
CarU<mJioaae, OctiAer 13, 1812— present, lEt Royat 
Bighneas the Prince Regeta in Cowicil. 

Wherea§, in^unsei^uence of inform&tioii having beett 
leceired of a declaration of war by the United States go-' 
goTernmeut against His Majesty, and of the isiue of letters 
of marque and reprisal by the said gaveTnment, against 
His Majesty and his subjects, an older in council, bearing 
date the 31sE of July last, was issued, directing that 
American ships and goods should be brought in and 
detained till further orders j and whereas His Royal 
Highness the Prihee Regent, actilig in the name and 
OD the behalf of His Majesty, forbore at that time to 
direct Jetters of marque and reprisal to be issued againat 
the ships, goods, and citizens of the said United Statea 
of America, under the expectation that the said govern- 
ment would, upon the notification of the order i& council 
of the 23d of June last, forthwith recall and annul tbe 
said declaration of war against His Majesty, and alsot 
annul the said letters of nuiqu« and lepnsal. 

And whereas the said government of tbe United 
States of America, upon due notification to them of the 
said order in council of the 23d of June last, did not 
think fit to recall the said declaration of war and letters 
of marque and reprisal, but have proceeded to coademn, 
^ and persisted in condemning the shipq and property of 
■ His Majesty*s subjects as prize of war, and have refused 
to ratify a suspension of arms agreed, upon between 
Lieutenant Oeneral Sir Oeorge Prevost, His Majesty's 
governor-general of Canada, and Cteneral Dearborn^ 
commandmg the Americui forces in die northera pro- 
vinces of the United States, and have directed b 
to be recommeiiced in that ijuartet- 
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His lloyal Highnesa the Prince Heg^nt, acting in 
the name and <m the behalf of His Majesty, and with 
the adrice of His Majesty's privy council, is hereby 
pleased to order, and it is hereby ordered, that general 
rejprisals be granted against the ships, goods and citizens 
of^the United States of America, and others inhabiting 
within the territories thereof (save uid except any ves- 
leb to which His Majesty's license has been granted, 
or which have been directed to be released from the 
embargo, and have not terminated the original voyage 
«a which they were detained or released,) so that as 
well His Majesty's ilcels and ships, as aiso all other 
■llipa and vessels that shall be commissioned by letters of 
mtli^ or general reprisals, or otherwise by His Majesty's 
coaUBlMioners for executing the office of lord high admiral 
oi Great Britain, shall or may lawfully seize all shijw, 
vessels and goods belonging to tha government of die 
United States of America, or the citizens thereof, or 
others inhabiting within the territories thereof, and 
bring the same to judgement in any of the courts of ad- 
miralty withiii His Majesty's dominions ; and to that 
end His Majesty's advocate-general, with the advocate 
of the admirdty, are forthmth to prepare the draught 
of ■ commission, and present the sume to His Royal- 
Highness the Prince Regent at this board, authorising 
the cammtssioners for esecuting the office of lord hi^ 
admiral, or any person or persons by them empowered 
and appointed, to issue forth and grant letters of marque 
and reprisals to any of His Majesty's subjects, or others 
whom the said commissioners shall deem fitly tjuaiified 
in that behalf -for the apprehending, seizing and taking 
the ships, vessels and goods belonging to ttie United. 
States of America 01 the citizens thereof, or others in- 
habiting within the countries, territories, or dominions 
thereof, (except as aforesaid,) and that such powers and 
clauses be inserted m the said commission as have been 
usual, and are according to former precedents ; and His 
Majesty's advocate-genera' .vith the advocate of the 
kdmiralty, are also forthn .n to prepare the draft of a- ' 
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commUdoD, uid piwent the same fa TUs Rojrsl. Holi- 
ness the Prince Regent at this bosrd, andiorizing the 
Bttid commisaitmers fw executing the c^ce of brd high 
ttdmiral to will and require the high court of admira^ 
of Great Britain, and die lieutenant and judge of the 
■aid court, his surrogate or surrt^tes, as aim the seve- 
ral courts of admiral^ within His Majesty's dominions, 
to take c<^:nizuice o^ and judicially proceed upon all 
and all manner (^ captures, seizures, prizes and repri- 
sals of all ships and goods that are or shall be taken^ 
and to hear and detenmne the same, and, according to 
the course of adiniralt\ and the laws of Dations, to ad- 
judge and condemn all such ships, vessels and goods as 
shall belong to the government of the United States 
of Amt^rica, or (he citizens thereof, or to others inhabit- 
ing within the countries, territories, and dominions 
thereof, (except as aftHresaid ;^ and that such powers and 
clauses be inserted in the said commission as have beeD 
usual, and are a<;coTding to former precedents ; and they 
are likewise to prepaie and lay before His Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent, at this board, a draught of sacli 
instructions as may be proper to be sent to the couits t^ 
admiralty in Ms majesty's foreign governments and plsn- 
talions, to: their guidance herein; as also uiother drao^t 
of instiuctions for such ships as shall be comnussioned for 
the purpose above mentioned. 

His Roya] Highness the Prince Regent is neverlhe- 
less pleased hereby to declaie, in the name and on the 
behalf of His Majesty, that nothing in this order c«i- 
tuned shall be understood to recall or aSect the declara- 
tion which His Majesty's naval commander on the 
American station has been authorised to make to- the 
United States of America — namely, that His Royal 
Highness, animated by a sincere desire to arrest flie 
calamities of nar, has authorised the SEdd commaadet 
toeign a convention, recalling and annulling, from a day 
to be named, all hostile orders issued by me respeclJTC 
govenunents, with a view of restoring, widiout deUy^ 
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the reladons of amitf and cammeAe between His Ma-- 
jestf and the United States of America- 

From the court of Culton-house, the thirteenth of 
October, one thousand eight hundred and ttrelye. 

OASTLEREAGH. 
K. VANSITTART. 
CHARLES LONG. 
(Signed,) LIVERPOOL. 

BATHURST. 
MELVnXE. 
SIDMOITTH. 



Ifew'Ya-k CmtaOion. 

At a convention of delegates trom the screnl toWf 
ties of the state of New-York, held st the capilol ia 
the citf of Albany, on the 17th and 18th days of Sep' 
tember, 1812--r 

BeroVved, That tbe doctrint of late so violently in- 
culcated, ttwt when war is once declved, all inqoirv 
into its justice and e^iediencf ought 6> cease, and alt 
oppositicHi to the men in power immediately to be aban- 
doned, is essentially hoitiletothe vifol principles of our 
repnblicaii institutions; and if adopted, would change 
our present government into one of the worst species of 
tyranny which the ingenuity of the foes of freedom ha* 
jret contrived — a government, lepublican in its formSf 
in spirit and in [Hractice arbitnuy and despotic— that it 
must be obvious to the most ordinary capacity, that 
vere snch a doctrine to prevail, an admintetration which 
by its corruption oi imbecility had justly forfeited the 
confidence of the peojde, would be temptod to plunge 
the nation into an unjust or unnecessary war, for tbe 
sole purpose of perpetuating their power, and thus 
building their own greatness on the rains of their coww 
try. 
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Besolved, 'That wilhoiit insiBting on fbe injutice (d 
tiie present War, taking solely into coiuidention the 
time and ciicumstances of its aeclantion, the oiniditi(» 
of the eouDtiy, uid state of the paUic miod, we are 
constrained to ctmdder, and feel it oor duty to pionooncs 
it a moit rash, unwise, and inexpedient measnie; the 
adoption of which ought for ever to deprive its authors 
vf tiie esteem &n3 conlidence of an enlightened people ; 
because, as the injuries we have received from France 
are at least equal in amount to those we have sustained 
from England, and have been attended with drcom- 
■tances of still greater insult and s^gravaticni ; if war 
were necessary to vindicate the hcoor of the country, 
ocHisistency, and imptitiality reqiured diat both natioDS 
should have been included in the declarati(» ; becatise 
if it were deemed expedient to' exercise our ri^t of 
selecting oar adversary, prudence and comnKoi sense 
dictated the choice of an enemy, from whose bostili^ we 
had nothing to dread- A war with France would equally 
Save satisfied our insulted hoBor, and at the saioe time, 
instead of annihilating, would have revive^ and extend- 
ed OUT commerce ; aod even the evils of such a contest 
would have been mitigated by the sublime consolation, 
that by our efforts w«' were contributing to arrest the 
progress of de^tism in Etirope,'Bnd essentially serving 
die great interests of freedom and humanity throughout 
tiie world ; because a repiiblican government, depending 
solely for its support on (he wishes and auctions of the 
people, ought never to declare a war, into which the 
great body of the nation ara not prepared to enter with 
zeal and alacrity ; as where the justice and necessity of 
the measure are riot so apparent as to unite all parties in 
its support, its Inevitable tendency is to augm^it the 
dissentions that have before existed, and by exaspera- 
ting party violence to its utmost height, prepare the 
Way lor civil'war ;, because, before a war was declared 
it was perfectly well ascertained, that a vast majority of 
the people in the middle and northern states, by whom 
the borthen «nd si^ieases of. the contesf must be borne 
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thbaat excltuively, were strongly opposed to the measure;^ 
because ire see no rational prospect of attaining, by 
force of arms, the object for which otir rulers say we are 
contending ; end because the evils and disfreBses wbictt 
the war must of necessity occssion, far overbalances any 
advant^es we can expect to derive from it; because 
the great power of England on the ocpan, and the amt^ 
zing resources she derives from cmamt-rce and rfe'^i^'' 
tion, render it evident, that we-cannot compel her to' 
- respect our rights and satisfy our demands, otherwise', 
than by a succeaslul maritime Warfare, tbe means of 
whidi we not only donot possess, but ou/ rulers have 
obstinately refused to provide ; because tbe exhausted , 
state of the treasury, occasioned by the destmction of 
the revenue derived from commerce, should the war 
continue, will render necessary a resort to loans and 
taxes to a vast amount — measures by which the people 
will be greatly bnithened and oppressed, and the innu- 
enee and patrcntage of the executive alarmingly increased;, 
uid, finuly, becwise at a war begun with such means 
as our rulers had prepared, and conducted in the mode 
they seem resolved to pursue, we see no grounds to 
bope the ho&otable and successful termination. 

Resolved, That while we condemn 3)e war, in the 
most distinct and unqualified terms, we are deeply Ben- 
uble of the new duties and obligations which the change 
of our national relatitms has imposed upon us, and are 
fully determined in our several capacities of magistrates, 
sol<Uer8 and citizens, to obey with promptness and 
alacrity all oonstitutional requisitions of the proper au- 
thorities ; seeking no other redress for tiie evils of which 
we compledn, than that which we confidentiy trust WiU 
be obtained from a change of sentiioent in the people, 
leading to a change of mA and meaauies- 

Resdved, That we view the creation of new states oat 
of territories not within the ancient limits of the United 
States as iacoBsistent with the spirit of the feudal codk 
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j^t, utd' nleuUted to daUtnf the welglit iitiich ffn' 
old, gKtt, »nd popnknu itttei ought to hnre in dia 
Union, and utterly to finiitrate and disappoint the great' 
puipoee for which they oiteicd into &e confederacy. 

ResolTed, Hut we cofuider the ffl>qilaym«nt of the 
ibilitia, for the purpose of t^nsiTe war, as a palpable 
TiolatioD of die coostitution, la extremely ofiensive to' 
Ae people, as the most expensiTe and the least efficient 
ibode of (Kinducting the war, and as a serious and alann- 
ing entMoachment on the rights of the several states, 
which it behoves && true friends of our excellent ioatita-' 
^ns, by all lawful means, firmly to resist. 

Whereas the late rerocatioD ot the British Orders ia . 
Council has removed the great and ostensible cause ot 
&e present war, and prepared the way for an immediate 
Bccomotodation of all existing differences, inasmiicb as, 
by the confes^on of the present secretary of state, sa-' 
tisfactory and honorable arrangements might easilj be 
made, by which the abuse resulting fniB the impress-' 
nent of our seamen, mi^it, in future, be eflbctually 
pievented — ^Therefore, 

Resolved, That we shall be eonab«in^ to consider 
tlie determination on the put at our mien to coutiinie 
the present war,' after official notice of the revo6ati<Hi of 
die British Orders in Council, as aKtrding conclusive 
evidence, that the war has been undertaken from mo-' 
Entirely distinct from diose which have been h 



Resolved, That ive contemplate with abhorrenee,^ 
^ven the possibility of an aliance widi the present 
^itiperor of France, every action of whose life has demim-' 
tftrated, thai the attainment, by any means, of universal . 
Empire, and the consequent ezdnctxu of every veatigs' 
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,«r freed<»n, are the sole objects of his ineesssnt, un- 
bounded, fknd remorseless ambition. His arms, vrith 
Ae . spirit of freemen, we might optaly and fearlessly 
encounter ; but, of his secret arts, his corrupting influ- 
ence, we entertain a dread we can neither conquer soi 
conceal. It is therefore with the utmost distrust and 
darm that we regard his late professions of attachment 
and love to the American people, fully recollecting, 
■that his invariable course has been, by perfidions ofTen 
of protection, by deceitful professions of friendship, to 
lull his intended ricdmi into the fatal sleep of confidence 
and security, daiii% which die cbatas of despotinn ate 
iilently vromid connd and rivetted on &.em 

Resided 'diat we are fimdy attached to the union of 
the states, most consdentiously believing, that on its 
preservation, the fiiture peace, security and indepen- 
dence, as well as power and grandenr of the American 
nation, must mainly depend; and we are therefore 
Btrengthfflied in our reprmation of the measures of c»ii 
present mkrs, from a coDrnderation of their evident ten- 
dency b> produce a dissdution of that union \>hich we 
•o warmly cheriA. 

Whereas, in the (minion of this eenrenti^ the dao- 
gers wluch seem to Uireaten the existence of the union 
nave chiefly arisen ftom a course of pcdicy, by which 
the interests of the commercia] states have been wan- 
tonly sacrificed to loc^ jn^ndices and state jealounes ; 
and whereas our mia^ are irresistibly impressed wi& 
ibe cmviction that a cho^e of system, is bow demanded 
by the imp»iotts law of self i»«servation — thereforef 
lestJved, that to effect a puipose so desirable, but so 
necessary, asacbange oS-oui present mlers, dte barrien 
of party, wfaicii separate men, didering, not in princi< 
pie but in nanw Rterely, ougbt to be thrown doiro, and 
•reiyobsiKlenmifred ituch can jHsrait wd ioftit 



Ob, Google 



the fall and ctodUl co-opentioa of duwe who we acts* 
ated by Uie same feelings, and entertain the same eenti-- 
ments- 

Resolved, That it be reconunended to die friends of 
peace, liberty, and commeTce, who bk <qq)osed to the 
present war, widrast distinction of parties, to assemble 
is their reniectiTe counties, wherein such meetings have 
sot been aireadj held, aifd appoint committees of cor- 
iB^Mmdenceand conference, wno, if deemed necessuy 
hereaftet, may meet in convention, for the piirpose of 
txi^aining and comparing their seatimeuts, and conceit- 
ing a common plan of iqieraliiai, having for its object 
the restoration of peace to our degraded and afflicted 
country. JACOB MORRIS, PreMdent. 

Wu. HENDERSON, Secretary. 



Addresi ef the House ef Asiemhty to the Ptople of Vjh 
per Canada, on the Declaratum of War- 

The hotise of assembly having neariy completed the 
necessary bnsiness for which they were called together, 
beg leave before they return home, to lift uptheir warn- 
ing voice at this eventful crisis- The deelaratioii of war 
issued against Great Britain by the United States, when 
. first announced, a^»eared to beanact of such astonishing 
folly and desperation, as to be altogether incredible, and 
not only excited the greatest surprise among the inhabi- 
tants of this province, but among the great majority of 
onr enemies themselves. So many cogent reasons from 
interest, affection and virtue, pleaded for an opposite 

Cilicy, that the most inle)ligeutl}ecaroe the most credn- 
us. That a government professing to be flie friend of 
man and tbc great supporter of his liberty and indepen- 
dence, should light up the torch of war against the only 
nnlion that stands between itself and destruction, exhi- 
bited 8 degree of infatuation or madness altogethejf 
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ineom]»«heBnble — " it cannot be," eiud the wiser part 
of oiir inhabitants — "the United States will r ever de- 
clare WBi against & nation which has uniformly treated 
them with kindness and respect, whose fleets protect 
their commerce, and whose armies support their free- 
dom and independence." £ut the men at present 
ruling the states, infatuated, or, as their more enli^ht- 
eoed countrymen say, " bribed by the tyrant of France," 
regardless of the best interests of tbeir country and the 
feelings and. auctions of a fj;reat majority of their ovm 
people, have commenced hostilities ag^uiist our mother 
conntry while treating their vessels with hospitality, 
ftnd instead of threatening their liberties, offering the 
most equitable terms of accommoddtion- 

This war, on the part of the United States, includes 
an alliance with the Fresch usurper, whose dreadful 
policy has desuroyed all that was great and good, venera- 
ble and holy on the continent of Europe, The govern- 
ment of this bloody tyrant penetrates into every thing-— 
it crushes individuals as well as nations, fetters thou^ta 
as welt as motives, and delists in destroying forever 
all that is fair and just in opinion and sentiment. It is 
evidently this tyrant who now directs the rulers of 
Ameiica, and they show themselves worthy disciples of 
such a laaster. Already have they seduced two pro- 
vinces from Spain. They first tempted the people to 
rebel against ueir lawful government, and men they 
deceived and oppressed them. 

They chose a time, to themselves the most inglorious, 
for this infamous conduct; when Spain, overwhelmed 
with calamitieB and fighting most nobly at borne for lib- 
etty and every thing dear to man, was not able to send 
seasonable aid to her distant colonies. It is certainly 
not the least wonderfirf among the occurrences of this 
astonishing age, that we should find a nation descended 
from Englishmen, connected still by the same language 
and laws, by consanguinity and many similar habits, not 
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merely eulo^ziDgtbe impUcable. enemy of their parent 
state, but joLiung him in the war ; and while pretend- 
ing to nourish the purest principles -of hberty, bowing 
the knee before the foe of all just and ration^ freedom, . 
and supplicating his acceptance of tribute and adulatiw- 

From this degrading picture, at which the friends <^ 
mankind and posterity will weep, we turn with joy to 
you, many of whom have already risked youc lives for 
the unity of the empire — we are confident that the 
same spirit stilt animates yout breasts and those of your 
children, that you still retain the same love for your 
excellent king, the same veneration for a free and happy 
constitutioD that yon exhibited during the American 
war. You preserved your loyal principles amidst &o 
most dreadful political divisions and most implacable 
hostilities ; yon were not to he cajoled by those wicked ■ 
and designing men who looked for private gratification 
in the public ruio ; you were not to be deceived by their 
slanders on the parent state ; you felt no hardship, no 
cruel oppression ; you saw no example of inhumanity 
and cruelty — these were imagitiaiy evils, invented for 
the most wicked purposes, by those who sought for gain 
amidst slaughter and blood, You resisted their influence 
utd you acted nobly ; you were not indeed successful, 
but the attempt covisrs you with glory. When we pic- 
■ ture to ourselves the sublime prospect the world would 
have exhibited this day, had the population of the neigh- 
boring states preserved like you, their 01ial love, we 
should not have no^v beheld the contitienl of Europe 
groaning under the yoke of a sanguinary tyrant, nor his 
saleliiies in America studiously imitating his ferocioua 
example - 

It is therefore from former experience that we took to 
you for the same patriotic principles, principles nhicb 
enabled you to face death in its most dreadful attire, 
principles which exalt human nature, and which have 
been warmly cherished by the most virtuous and re- 
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noTmed in CTery age ; and surely when we are attacked 
by the same enemy, who once already aided by the 
mistaken lenity of our ipolber country and the miscon- 
- duct of her commanders, were able to drive us from our 
native homes and possessions to this province, a people 
whose lands are manured with the blood of our friends 
and kinsmen, who drove our wives and children from 
their houses in the woods, or threw them into dungeons, 
ftnd who now envy ua the habitati<His which through 
the blessing of Providence, the beneficence of ourp^' 
rent state and pur own industry, we have' gained from 
&.e wilderness : we ard confident' fliat yo^ ^vill dbplay 
the same energy, and certainty with better hopes of 
success- Great Britdn will not now consider Ameri- 
cans as perverse children vho may be reclaimed, but as 
her most malignant foes. Her commanders wilt not, 
as formerly, temporipe and raise hcits of enemies by 
their misconduct and delays, hut they will hasten to 
punish Item witli alt the rigor of war.- 

Already have we the joy to' lemark, that the spirit rf 
loyalty has burst forfe in all its ancient splendor. The 
militia in all parts of the province have volunteered 
their services with acclamation, and displayed a degree 
of energy worthy of the British name. They do not 
forget the blessings and privileges which they ei\joT 
under tbe protection and fostering caro c^ the British 
empire, whose government is only felt in Ihis coim^ 
by acts of the jJurest justice, und most pleastng and effi- 
ca<dous benevolence. 'When men are called upon to 
defend every thing they hdd precious, their wives and 
cbildren, tbeir friends and possessions, they ought to 
be inspired with the nt^lest resolutions, and they will 
not be easily frightened by menaces, or conquered by 
tStce- Arid behillding as we do, the flame of patriotism 
burning from one end of the Canadas to the other, we 
cannot but entertain die most pteaaing anticipations. Our 
enemies have indeed said, that they can subdue diis 
tonntry by a proclamation ; but it ii our parts to prorc 
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to tbem that thef are sadly iniftakeB ; that &.e popsla- 
tion u det^rauDately hostile, and that the few who 
might be otherwise inclioed, will find it their sa&Hy 
to be faithful. 

For nothing; is clearer Qaa this, that if there be my 

Crson so base and degenerate as to join the eneiay after 
ving taken the oath of allegiance, he not ooly forfeits 
his property but his life. The Britbh govemnieDt never 
will make peace with the American states, till full and 
ample indemnificatiou has been received for all depre- 
dations committed in this country ; ikor will we permit 
a single traitor ever to return. Let those who have 
come from the neighboring states consider this well, and 
assure themselres, that as we are eager to reward loyalty 
and aflectioD for the gofenunent, w are we not slow in 
punishing treachery. 

lonnmerable attempts will be made by falsehood, to 
detach you From youi allegiance ; for our enemies, in 
imi^on of their £uiopesn master, trust more to b«a- 
ehery than to force ; and they will, no doubt, make-use 
of many of those lies, which unfortunately for the vir- 
tuous part of these states, and the peace and happiness 
of the world, had too much success during the American 
rebellion : they will tell you that they are come to give 
freedom-r-yes, the base slaves of the most contemptible 
faction that ever distracted the affiurs of -any natioib-— 
the minions of the very sycophants who lick the dust 
from the feet of Buonaparte, will fell you. that they are 
come to communicate the blesnng of liberty to this 
province ; but you have only to lo^ at your situation 
to put such hypcrites to confusion. 

In order to insure our prosperity and happiness, a 
constitution has been given fia, modelled from that of 
our parent state ; not the hasty production of a day, but 
rising out of the experience of centuries. A governor 
standing in the place of His Majesty, a le^slatlve coua- 
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dl composed of t, select number of the principal inltabi' 
tants of this province, and the lepresentatives of the 
' people &irly chosen- In the appointment of a legisla- 
tiye council, a reward is presented to those who shall 
deserve well of the public, and a foundation laid for an 
uiQueDce difftftent from that which is produced by over- 
grawu wealth. Honors are a cheaper and more efTectu- 
tual mode of remunerating valor, genius and singular 
attachment, than any sordid o^ pecuniary benefit- They 
ere such rewards as meet Uie feelings of the generous 
and noble minded, and they nourish tbat pure and ex- 
alted ambition which gives life and eoergy to public 
affidrs, which rouse the most dignified principles of ac- 
tion, and extinguish that low, groveling policy which 
only aims at despicable gratifications. 

If the real foundation of true liberty, and consequently 
of solid happiness, consists in being amenable only to 
such laws sa we or our representatives ordain, tben are 
we in possession of tbat liberty and that happiness, for 
this pnnciple was fully recognized by our escelient 
constitution. Your house of assembly are truly elected 
by the people — consequenUy all have a share in the 
government, because ell have a vote in the election of 
those who make the laws. If those laws are not favora- 
ble to virtue, if they are not clear and precise, we have 
nobody to blame but ourselves, and we have the power 
of altering thenu 

The time for wbicb our representativ«s ue chosen, 
has a view to tbe situation of tae province as well as to 
the state of the public mind. The period is infinitely 
better than annual elections, because it gives the repre- 
sentativesto comprehend the business fur which they are 
sent, and enables them to bring to maturity regulation! 
which require information from different parts of the 
cooutry. 
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The qiiaUficittifHis for becmning an elector ere simjde 
and moderate ; every person may soon possess theiD> 
who ii not convicted of felony, and who has at- 
tained the legal age. Nor is any person excluded from 
becoming a representatiTe, except the public teacheis 
of religion, and snch as are not subjects of the king. 
Is not this constitulioD perfect abore all others ? In oat 
laws and institutioiis there is so much wisdom, such au 
anxiety to keep the moral code always in view, such an 
attention to our feelings, such a regard to the preserFation 
of our rights both in person and property, such a steady 
aUionenceof vice, and such a strict enforcement of vir- 
tue, in as far as it can become the object of pnbllc 
legulation, as merits, on our part, the most steady at- 
tachment j and in putting them in force there is, if > 
possible, more to praise than in thelaws themselves. If 
ever impactiali^ in the administration of justice was at- 
tained, we certainly have attained it; There b do 
interference on the part of government. The true in- 
terest of the rulers as well as of the peoide b known, to 
depend up(m the unfettered operatioDs of the laws, llie 
judges and crown officers selected from an honorable 
and liberal profession-^men whose minds are raised by 
their education far above sU narrow and sordid views^ 
are appointed to put the laws in force. When we behold 
these upright dispensers of justice without any temptatioQ 
to the right or to the left, prepared by a long course of 
study for their awful and important functions; when, 
we behold them hearing with the greatest candor and 
most invmcible patience, not merely the causes between 
diflerent subjects, but those between private citizens 
and their sovereign, and instead of leaning to the rulers 
who appoint them, giving every proper facility to the 
prisoner, attending particularly to his defence, and even 
becoming his council when he errs. Shall we not 
feel grateful to a goremment which promotes and sanc- 
tions so great uprightness, arid which seeks so eagerly 
the h^piuesa of its people. It is not enough that we 
be obedient subjects to such a government as this ; we 
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must be fkctive in its defence against open enemies and 
internal foes- la there amy pereon vho is not conscitnu 
that he is completely master of his own condnc^— 
diat the quiet possession of hia,Ii&, his person and 
property, and good name, are secured to nim by 1^ 
laws. Do yre not feel that our government is able, and 
not meiety able, but careful to protect the rii^tsofeTcnv 
indlTidual, and. to allow him as much liberty as- is 
compatible with die rights of his fellow subjects ; pro- 
tecting him against all oppression, giving free scope to 
the exertion of hia talenta, and in every way contribu- 
ting to his comfort and happiness- Such is a faint sketch 
indeed of Ae glorious constitution which we enjoy ; , 
and this we are called upon to exchange for'the govern- 
ment of the United States; a government which has 
oppressed and impoverished its own people, and deprived 
them virtually, of all fbeir valuable privileges. For 
how can liberty exist among a people where officers of 
state and representatives crouch to a,bloody tyrant ? Bfe 
vigilant agunst such aa enemy; the contest is indeed 
awful and to be deplored ; but of the event your repre- 
sentativea entertain no dread- 
It is not necessary for us to examine the causes alled- 
ged by our enemies fer this unjust and unnatural war^ 
because an address frmn die house of representatives of 
the stale of Massachusetts, the most respectable in the 
union, proves in the most satisfactory manner, diat it 
is wanton and unprovoked, and is the climax of the 
various outrages previously oommitted against Great 
Britain- In tnis statement they have been joined by ftte 
minority in congress,, whose exposition of the secret 
reasons of the war, and die falsehood of those alledged 
by the president and his friends is unanswerable, 
and must hand down the promoters oVthis diabolical 
measure to the execration of posterity. Indeed the 
more enlightened and best informed persons in the Uni- 
ted States, all men who love their native land sjid think 
with impartiality, are against the war; ajid as diey 
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fiinn ui increauDg mftjoritr, we bave every reason to 
suppose, thai they will be alile to hail their opponents 
from power, and ^edily to restore peace to theu coun- 
try- 

Fintting on their meeting that the province was ac- 
tually invaded, it became immediately necessary for 
your represeDtativea to give as much efficacy as possible 
to our natural means of defence. For this purpose, seve- 
ral alterations have been made in the nulitia laws, ^rtiich 
being framed from a state of tranquility, were too weak 
in their provisions for actual war. Tfiese alterations 
render it easy for the commander in chief of the pn>- 
vince to call' out any part, or in case of necessity the 
whole miUda, subject wtule embodied to the strictest 
discipline, that they may become truljf formidable to 
Uie enemy. 

Your representatives persuaded themselves that the 
great majority of their constituents were willing to 
make every sacrifice at such a time ss this, and to endure 
K temporary privation of liberty, in oriler ultimately to 
secure the whole. In providing for the defence of ttie 
province, your represeiU^vea did not hesitate to enact 
&e severest punishment agdnst those who refuse to 
march against the enemy, or who endeavor by their 
influence to discourage and deter others. But as they 
at^rehend more danger from the private machinations 
of their foes than their open attacks, it was necessary to 
restrain the tiber^ c£' those viba were not immediately 
esjled intothe field. 

Trustliig more to treachery than open hostility-, our 
enemies have already spread their emissaries tnrou^j^ 
the country to reduce our fellow subjects from their alle- 
giance, by promises as false as the principles on which 
tiiey are founded. A law has therefore been enacted 
for the speedy detectioQ c^ such emissaries, and for 



D5-,.-.ii„Goog[c 



their condJKDponUhment on couTtcti<m— a law which 
it will not be easy to escape. 

In pasMng these difierent acts for the defence and 
preservation of the province, your representatives pro- 
ceeded with all possible moderation. The exigency of 
the times would perhaps have justified them in adopting 
stronger measures; but tiiey were not disposed to 
abridge the rights and privileges of the people, any fur- 
ther &an was absolutely necessary. It did not escape 
them, that placed as we are so near our enemies,' bor- 
dering upov them through such an eitensive tine of 
country, connected with them by go many ties, and so 
many persons lately from American states settled among 
us, whose inclinalionB, though in the main good, would 
Didurally lean against us, ordinary measures of caution 
were not sufficient. But trusting, on the other hand, to 
the well tried loyalty of the great bodf of the people, 
to assist in the execution cf the laws and the detection 
of those doubtful characters and. secret traitors, they 
have been induced to adopt the most lenient which a 
due attention to the general safety would admit. 

Your representativee finished their labors with pla- 
dng in the hands of his honor, the president, all the 
public money that Ihey could collect, in order to contri- 
bute as much as possible to the extraordinary expence 
which thi war rendera^|eces9ary, and they have the 
fullest confidence that i^^ll be most faithfully applied. 
Having thus endeavored, to the best of their abilities, 
to provide for the welfare and safety of the province, 
your representatives take the liberty of reminding yoa 
that the best laws are useless .without the zealous co- 
<q>eration of the people; unless you are prepared to 
undergo the greatest privations, and to make the severest 
aacrifices, all that your representatives have done will 
be of DO avail. Be ready, then, at all times, to rally 
round tli& royal standard, and let those who are not 
called into service assist die families of those who are 
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oiled into the field. Be quick to discern mi prompt to 
seize upon til those who either by word or deed seek to 
stifie or discourage that ardent patriotism which at this 
moineat aniautes oil the inhabitants of this province ; 
let youi whole attention be applied to the defence of th« 
coustiy and the defeat of our enemy' , 

Inspired with this dnpositioif, ycfur representativer 
«re confident of snccess, for although they admit that 
the contest will he territde and the hsrdships which yoa 
will have to suffer severe, vet the Justice of our cause, 
and your gratitude and attaehiAent to the illustrious nation 
of which you form a part, will enable you to surmoant 
. them. And let no one deceive you with vain terrors 
coQceroing the new powers with which we have armed 
government. The good and loyal will never perceive 
them, except in die greater security which tbny will 
give him ; for they are placed m the hands of his excel- 
lency Genefid Brock, a commander no less distinguished 
for his valor in the field thanforhis Justice and humanity. 
In his wisdom and experience, in war, your representa- 
tives have the firmest reliance; wd thej rejoice that at 
such a crisis, a general of so great abilities) and whose 
private merits gain the heutsofall who know him, 
^utd, through Divine Providence, be placed at die 
head of this government. 

Remember, when you go jk|th to &e combat, that 
you fight not for yourselves Stone, but for the wbole 
w(»ld. Yoa are defeating the most formidable conspi- 
racy against the civiliAtion of m^ that ever waa 
contrived ; a conspiracy dueatening greater barbarism 
and miseiT them followed the downfall of the Romaa 
empire — that now you have an opportunity of proving 
your attachment to the parent state which contends for 
the relief of oppressed nations, the last pillar of true 
liber^, and the last refuge of oppressed bomatiity. 
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Perterere w you htve begun, in your atrict obedi- 
Hce (o the laws &nd your attention to military discipline ; 
deem no sacrifice too costly which secures the enjoyment 
of our happy constituticui ; follow, with yonr couDtry- 
men in Britain, the paths of virtue, and, like them, 
you shall triumph over all your unprincipled foes. 
(.Signed) ALLAN MAC LEAN, 

Sp^er. 
CtMiunoiu House of AMemhly, August 6th, 1813. 



Lelter of Colonel Cattf of the Armylaie ander the Com- 
tnond of BrigadieT General WilUam Hull, to the 
Secretary^ War. 

Washingttm, September lOlh, 1812. 
SiF — Having been ordered on to this place by Colonel 
Mc. Arthur, for Ae purpose of commuiu eating to the 
government such particulars respecting the expedition 
Utely commanded by Brigadier General Hull and its 
disaaterous remit, as might enable them correcdy to ap- 
preciate the conduct of the officers and men, and to 
derelope the causes which produced so foul a stain up- 
on the uatioQal character, I have the honor to submit 
for your consideration the following statement : 

When the forces luij||yn Canada, tbey landed with 
Ui ardent zeal and stim^Rd with the hope of conquest. 
Ko enemy appeared within view of us, and hsd an im- 
mediate and vigorous attack been made npcm Maiden, it 
would doubtless have fallen an easy victory. I knew 
general Hull afterwards declared he regretted this at- 
tack had not been made, and be had every reason to be- 
lieve success would have crowned bis e&rts- The rea- 
son given for delaViug our operations was to mount our 
heavy cannon, and afford to the Cuiadian militia time 
and opportunity to quit an obnoxious service. In the 
course of two weeks, the number of theii militia who 
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were eiiibo£ed had decreased by desertion fimn six 
hundred to oae thousand mea : and, in the course of 
three weeks, the cannon were mounted, the ammuni- 
tion fixed, and eveiv preparation made for an inaaediate 
inve^ment of the foit- At a council, at which were 
present mil the field officers, and which was held two 
days before our preparations' were completed, it was 
anaoimously agreed to make an immediate attempt to ac- 
complish the objiict of the eTpedition. If by wuting 
two days we could liave the service of our artillery, it 
was agreed to wait ; if not, it was determined to go with- 
out it and attempt die place by storm. Thiso pinion ap- 
Sdred to correspend with die views of the general, and 
e day was appointed for commencing oy^ march. 
He declared to me that he considered himself pledged 
to lead the army to Mdden. The ammunition was 
placed in the wagons, the cannon were embarked on 
board the floating batteries, and every requisite was 

Srepared. The spirit and zeal, the ardor and animation 
isplsyed bi die officers and men on learning the near 
accomplishment of their wishes, a sure and sacred 
pledge, that is the hour of trial they would not be 
wanting in duty to their country and themselves, in op< 
position to the wi^^s and onnions of all the officers, 
was adopted by the general. The plan of attacking 
Maiden was abandoned, and instead of acting oSensive- 
ly, we broke up our camp, evacuated Canada, and 
re-crossed the nver in the ^khl, without even the 
shadow of an enemy to iujurMI. We left to the tea- 
der mercy of the enemy the miserable Canadians who 
had j<Hned us, end the protection we afforded them was 
but a passport to vengeance. This fata) and unaccoun- 
table step dispirited the troops, and destroyed the little 
confidence which a series oftimid, irretolute and inde- 
cisive measeres had left in the commanding officer. 

About the tenth of August, the enemy received a. 
reinforcement of four hundred men. On the tweUlli, 
the commanding officers of three of the regiments 1.(fae 
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fourtib was absent,) were informed throsgh a meJium 
which admitted of no doubt, that the general had stated 
that a capitulation would be necessary. They, on the 
•ame day, addressed to Governor Meigs of Oiup a let- 
ter, of which the following is an estroct : 

"Believe all the hearer will tell you- Believe it, 
however it may astonish you, as much as if told by one 

of us. Even a c is talked of by the . 

The bearer will fill tlie vacancy." 

The doubtful fate of this letter rendered it necessary 
to use drcumspectioii in its details, and therefore the 
blanks were left. The word < capitulation' will fill the 
first and ' commanding general' the other. As no enemy 
was near us, and as the superiority of our force was 
manifest, we could see no necessity for capitulating 
BOi any propriety in alluding to it. We therefore deter 
mined in the last resort to incur the responsibility of 
divesting the general of his command. This plan was 
eventually prevented by two of the commanding officers 
of regiments being ordered upon detachments. 

On the 13th, the British took a position opposite to De- 
troit, and began to throw up works- During that and 
the two following days, they pursued their object with- 
ont interruption and established a battery for two eighteen 
pounders and an eigb^kh howitzer. About sunset ou 
the 14th, a detachme^Rf 360 men from the regiments 
commanded by Colonel M'Arthur and myself was order- 
ed to march to the river Raisin, to escort the provisions, 
which had some time remained there protected by a 
company under the command of Captain Brush- 

On Saturday, the 16th, about 1 o'clock, a flag of 
truce arrived from Sandwich, bearing a summons from 
General Brock, for the surrender of the town and fort 
of Detroit, stating, he could no longer restrain the fuiy 
of the savages. To this an immediate and spirited 
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refusal vns retaraed. About four o'clock their batteries 
began to play upoa the town. Tiic lire was returned 
and coDtinued without interruption and with little effect 
till dark. Their shells were thrown till eleven o'clock- 
At ' daylight, the firing recommenced ; about the 
■ame time the enemy began to land troops at the 
Spriogwells, three miles' below Detroit, protected by 
two of their armed vessels. Between 6 and 7 o'clock, 
Aey had efTected a landing and took up thir line uf march. 
They moved ia a close column of platoons, twelve ia 
front, upon the bank of the river. 

The fourth regiment wis stationed in the fort ; the 
Ohio volunteers and a. part of the Michigan militia, be- ■ 
hind some pickets, In a situation in which the whole 
tlauk of the enemy would have been exposed. The 
residue of the Michigan militia were in, the upper part 
of the town to resbt the incursions of the savages- Two 
twenty-four pounders loaded with grape shot were 
posted on a commanding eminence, ready to sweep the 
advancing column. In this situation, tlie superiority of 
our position was apparent, and our troops, in the et^er 
expectation of victory, awaited the approach of the 
enemy- Not a sigh of discontent broke upon the ear ; 
not a look of cowardice met the eye. Every man 
expected a proud day for his country, and each was anx- 
ious that hia individual exertion should coutributeto the 
general result- j^ 

^Vlten the head of their column arrived withiD about 
five hundred yards of our line, orders were received, 
from General Hull for the whole to retreat to the fort, 
and for the twenty-four pounders not to open u^n the 
enemy. One universal burst of indignation was apparent 
upon the receipt of this order- Those whose conviction 
vtas the deliberate result of a dispassionate esaminatioD 
of passing events, saw the impropriety of crowding one 
thousand one hundred men into a little work, whit^ 
^ree buQdred could fully man, and into which the shot 
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ftod shells of the eiiumy were fdlliig. The fort was in 
thismanner filled; the msn were directed to st.ick th«f 
arms, and scarcely wa* an opportunily afforded of ma- 
vioj. Shortly iifter, a while flag was liun" out upon 
the waits. A British officer rode up to inquire the 
cause. A com muni cation passed between the command- 
ing generaljf, which ended in the capitulutiofl submitted 
to vou. In entering into liiis capitulation, the general 
took counsel from his o-.vn feelings only. Not an officer 
was consnlted. Not one anticipated a surrender till he 
saw the white flag displayed. Even the women were 
indignant at so shameful a uc^^raffation of the American 
character, end all felt as they should have felt but ha 
who held in his haads the reins of authority- 

Our morning report had that raoniing made our men 
present, fit for duty, one thousand and sisty, without 
including the detachment before alluded to, and ivithout 
including three hundred of the Michigan miKtia on 
duty. About dark on Saturday evening, the detachment 
sent to escort the provisions received orders from Genera! 
Hull, to return with as much expedition as possible. 
About ten o'clock the nest day they arrived within 
sight of Detroit. Had a firing been heard, or any re- 
sistance visible, they would immediately have advanced 
and attacked the rear of the enemy. The situation in 
which this detachment was placed, although the result 
of accident, was the best for annoying the enemy and 
cutting off his retreat that could have been selected. 
With his raw troops enclosed between two fires, and no 
hopes of succour, it is hazarding little to say that very 
few would have escaped. 

I have been informed by Colonel Findley, who saw 
the return of the quarter-master- general the day after , 
tha surrender, that their whole force, of every descrip- 
tion, white, red, and black, was one thousand and 
tiiirty- They had twenty-nine platoons, twelve in a 
I^&toonr of men dressed in uaiform. Many of theie 
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vcre ^viJcntly Cantfitiui militia. The rest of thtit 
militia increased their white force to abtfut leveu hun- 
dred men. The oumber of the ladiona could not be 
aBcertained with any degree of precision ; not many 
^ere visible- And in the eyent of an attack upon the 
town and fort, it was a species offeree tvhich could 
have afToided no mateTial advftnt^e to th« enemy. 

'In endeavoring to appreciate the motives and toinres- 
tigate the causes which led to an event so unexpected 
and dishonorable, it is irapossihle to find any solution in 
the relative strength of the cODtendiug partji;»i, or in 
the measures of resistance in our power. That we were^ 
far superior to the enemy ; that upon any ordinaij prin- 
ciple of calealalion we would have defeated them, the 
wounded and indignant feelings of every man there 
will testify- 

A few days before the surrender, I was informed by 
General Hull, we had four hundred rounds of twenty- 
four pound shot Gxed, and about one hundred thousand 
cartridges made. We surrendered with (Ue fort forty 
barrels of powder and two thousand five hundred stand 
of arms- 

The state of onr provisions has not been generally 
understood. On the day of the surrender we had fifteen 
days provisions of every kind on hand- Of meat there 
was plenty in the country, and arrangements had been 
made for purchasing and grinding the flour It was cal- 
culated we could readily procure three months provisions 
independent of one hundred and fifty barrets of flour, 
and one thousand three hundred head of cattle which 
had been forwarded from the state of Ohio, which remain- 
ed at the River Raisin under Captain Brush, within reach 
of the &nny. 

But had we been totally destitute of provisions, our 
duty and our interest undoubtedly was to fight. The 
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eaenif invitftd us to meet him in the field- By defeat' 
ing him the whole country would have been open to us, 
and the object of our espedition gloriously and suL-cess- 
fnlly obtained. If we had been defeated, we bad uo- 
tbing to do but to retreat to the fort, and make thu best 
defence which circumstances and our situation rendered 
practic^le. But basely to surrender without firing a 
gun — tamely to submit without raising a bayonet — dis- 
gracefully to pass in review before an enemy as inferior 
in the quality as in the number of his forces, were cir- 
cumstances which excited feelings more easily felt than 
described- To see the whole of our men flushed with 
the hope of victory, eagerly awaiting the approaching 
contest, to see them afterwards dispirited, hopelesi and 
desponding, at least five hundred shedding tears be- 
cause they were not allowed to meet*their country's 
foe, and to fight their country's battles, excJted sensa- 
tions which no American has ever before had cause to 
feel, and which, I trust in God, will nevrr again be 
felt, whils one man remains to defend the standard of 
tiie Union. 

I am expressly authorised to state, that Colonel Mc- 
Arthuc and Colonel Findiey, and Lientenant Colonel 
Miller viewed Ibis transaction in the light which 1 do. 
They know and feel that no circumstance in our situa- 
tion, none in that of the enemy, can excuse a capitula- 
tion so dishonorable and unjustifiable. This, too, is 
the universal sentiment among the troops ; and 1 shall 
be surprised to learn that there is one man who thinks it 
was necessary to sheath his sword or lay down his 
musket- 

I was informed by General Hull, the moruing after 
the capitulation, that the British forces consisted of one 
thousand eight Iiundred regulars, and that he surrender- 
ed to prevent the effusion of human blood. That he 
magnified their regular force nearly live fold, (here can 
be DO doubt- Whether the philanthropic reosou assign- 
Aa2 
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ed by turn is b sufficient justification fei surrenderiog^ m 
fortified town, an ftrmy nnd a territory, is for the gov- 
eromeal to detennine. Confideat I am, that had the 
courage and conduct of the general beeu equal to tbe 
^rit and zeid of the tromiB, the event would hare been 
as brilliant and succesafal as it aow ia disaatrous and 
dishimorable. 

Very respectfully, sir, I have the honor to be, yoat 
most obedienlservant, I^WIS CASS, 

Col. 3d Begt. Ohio Volunteers. 
The Hon. Wm- Eustis, 

Secretuy of War- 



Legulalure of Maryland — The /allowing PrvmAU aid 
Retoluiiora toert ordered to be printed tn the House of' 
Delegates- 

Whereas, The president of the United States caHad 
upon the executive of this state to furnish his proportion 
of one hundred tLousand militia, by virtue tA an act of 
coDgresB, passed 10th April 1812; and it a[q)earing to 
this general assembly, that the said requisititm was un- 
accompanied with either of the exigencies provided by 
the constitutiiHi : — >Aiid whereas, the wise and patriotic 
framers of our constitution, having for their object the 
freedom, the happiness and independence of their coun- 
try, thought it necessary, in order to preserve this 
government in its republican form, and secure tbe 
blessings of liberty to their posteri^, to constititte 
protecting barriers against on improper or ambitus - 
use of military power : — And whereas, offensive 
wars, schemes of foreign conquest, accession (rf ter- . 
ritory, or national aggrandizement, are repugnant to 
the principles of our free institutions — 'Therefore, 

Retoleed, ThaX it was never eontempiated by tbe 
coustitutioii, when it entnisted \a the general gavemmeat 
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the conbwil of the militia, in certain emeigencies, Qiat it 
should, by perverted interpretations, at its discretion, use 
thatpower in the absence of those emergencies, and that 
the calling ont of the militia of this state, by the Piesi- 
dent of the U' States, by virtue of the act aloresud, 
without the existsnce ot auch emergency, is an open and 
dangeiDUB ionor»ti<Mi upon our rights and liberties. 

Ratdeed, That die power delegated by the consti- 
tution to the general govemment, to raise and su]^port 
umies, as well from the nature and form of the govem- 
mest, aa from the preamble'to the constitution, was in- 
tended for the defence and protectioD of our own territo- 
ry ; and that the invaaiiMi of a foreign territory, by ar- 
mies raised and su^nwrted by the general goremmeiit, 
sjid ganisoning our lorta witli the militia, as a substitute 
for these armies, is holding them in service longer than 
any exigency existed, even if any existed at all, and an 
unwarrautable stretch <^ power, which must ultimately 
lead to a consolidation of these United States into a mil- 
itary government, if not timely and vigorously checlrad 
and resisted by all la^vful and consdtutimat means. 

Saohed, That if the general government, as a part 
of Iheir p<dicy, prefer the service of the militia to the 
employment of regular tjoc^, in garrison, or any other 
military openttians, even in tiie state to which ^ey be- 
long, it is, under the constitution, bound to provide aS 
the means necessary for their support, and thiit it has no 
power to burthen the states with asy of the expenses in- 
cident to soeh service. 



General Smyth's VinSxatitm of hit Conduct m Me 
Ftahire oj his Attempt to invade Canada. 

Head QuoTten, Ca/twp near Buffalo, Dee. 3. 
Gentlemen — Your letter of the 2d Dec. it before me^ 
and I answer it in the following manner ;. 
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On the 26 A October, 1 ordered thot 20 scowi AoM 
bfe prepared for the transportation of artillery and cav- 
alry, aod put the carpenters of the army upon &at duty. 

By the 26th of Nov. 10 scows were completed, and 
by bringing some boats from Lake Ontario, above tbe 
falls of Niagara, the number was increased to 70- 

I bad on the 12th Nov. issued an address to the men 
of New York, and perhaps 300 bad arrived at Buffalo- 1 
presumed the regular troops, uidtho volunteers under 
colonels Swift aud ftf'Clure, would furnish 2360 men 
for duty ; and of general Tannehill's brigade from Penn- 
sylvania, reporting a tot&l of 1650, as many as 4)2 had 
volunteered to cross into Canada. My orders were to 
" cross with 3000 men at once." I deemed mysetf 
ready to fuIfiU them> 

Preparatory thereto, on the night of the 27th of Nor- 
] sent over two parties, one under lieut. colonel Boent- 
ler, the other under CaptKing, with whom Lieut.Augus 
of the navyi at the head of a body of seamen, uuited- 
The first was to capture a guard and destroy a bridge 
about 5 miles below Fort Erie : the second party was 
to take and render useless the cannmi of the enemy's 
batteries, and some pieces of light artillery. The &itt 
party failed to destroy the bridge — the second, after 
rendering unserviceable the light artillery, sepntsted by 
misapprehension- Lieut. Angus, the seameu, and a 
part of the troops, returned, with all the boats, Miile 
Capt. King, Capt-Morgan, Capt.- SpranI, Lieut.Houston 
and about GO men, remained. - The party thus reduced, 
attacked, took, and rendered unserviceable two of the 
enemy's batteries; captured 34 prisoners, found tiro 
boats, in which Capt. King sent his prisoners and abont 
bklf his partv with the other officers ; he himself K- 
tnaimng wita 90 men, whom be would not ^andon- 
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Orders had been given, that all the troipi in the 
neighborhood should march, at reveillee, to liie place of 
embarkation. A part of the drtachment sent in the 
night retaraed and excited apprehensions for the residue, 
about 250 men under the command of Colonel Winder, 
suddenly put aS in boats for the opposite shore ; a part 
of the force had landed, when a force deemed superior, 
with one piece of artillery was discovered ; a retreat 
was ordered, and Colonel Winder's detachment suffered 
a loss of six killed and nineteen wounded, besides 
some officers. 

The general cmb^rkatidn commenced as the troops 
arrived — but this being a first embarkation, the whole 
of the scows were occupied by about one third of the 
artillery, while about 800 regular infantry, about 200 
twelve months volunteers under Colonel Swift, and 
about 200 of the militia who had volunteered for a few 
days, occupied all the boats that were ready.' The 
troops, then embarked, moved up the stream to Black 
Rock, without loss — they were ordered to disembark 
and dine. 

I had received from my commanding general an in- 
struction in the following words — "In all important 
movements you will, I presume, consider it advisable 
to consult some of your principal officers-" I deemed 
this equivalent to an order; and the movement in^r- 
tant- I called for the field ofiicers of the regulars and 
twelve months volunteers embarked. Colonel Porter 
was not found at the moment- These questions were 
put — Is it expedient now to cross ? h the force vx htw* 
sufficient to conquer the appetite siere ? 

The first question was decided in the negmtive b; 
Colonels Parker, Schuyler, Winder, Lieutenant Colo- 
nels Boerstler, CoJea, and Major Campbell — Colwiel 
Swift alone gave an opinion for then crossing over. The 
second questioD was not decided. Coioaela Parker^ 
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Schiiyler, Lieutenant Colonel Coles »nd Major Camp- 
bell were decidedly of opinion that tlie force was insur- 
ticient. Colonels Winder, Swift, Lieut- Colonel Boerst- 
ler and Captain Gilraan, deemed the force suftioient- 

I determined to postpone crossing over until more 
cotnirfete preparations would enable me to embark the 
whole force at once, tlie counsel prescribed by my or- 
ders. The ntstiiay wa-s spent in such preparation, 
an<J the troopi' were ordered to be again at the place t)f 
embarkation at 8 o'clock on the morning of the 30th 
of November. On Iheir arrival they were sent into 
the adjacent woods, there to build fires, and to remain 
until 3 o'clock A- M- on the 1st of December, when it 
was intended to put off two hours before daylight, so rs 
to avoid the enemy's cannon in passing the position 
which it was believed they occupied below, to land ' 
above Chippawa, assault that place, and if successful 
march through Queenston to Fort Qeoi^e- For this 
expedition, the contractor was called on to furnish ra- 
tions for 2500 men for four days, when it was found 
. that he could furnish the pork but not the flour — the 
deputy q^uarter master called for 60 bbls. and got but 35. 

The embarkation commenced, but was delayed by 
circumstances, so asBotto be completed until after day- 
light, whftn it was found the regular infantrj , 688 men, 
the artillery, ITT men. Swift's volunteers, estimated 
at 236, companies of federal volonteers under Captains 
Collins, Phillips, Allison, Moore, Maher and Marshall, 
amounting to 276 men, commanded by Lieutenant Col- 
onel Mc- Clure, 100 men of Colonel Dobbin's militia, 
and a few men in a boat with Cen- P- B. Porter, had 
embarked — the whole on board amounting, exclusive 
of ofBcers, to 1465 men, or thereabouts; and it was 
two hours later than had been contemplated. Thei« 
were some groups of men not yet embarked ; they were 
applied to, requested and ordered by the brigade major 
t» get into their boats — they did not. The Bumber (^ 
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thes* the brigade major estimated at about 130. It wu 
probably greater. It then became a question whether 
it was expedient to invade Oaitada in open daylight, 
with 1600, at a point where no reinforcements could be 
expected for some days. I saw that the number of the 
regular troops was decliniag rapidly — I knew that 
on. them chiefly I was to depend, I called together 
the olficcrs commanding corps of the regular army. 
Col. Parker being sick, those present were Colonel 
Porter of the artillerj-, Cot. Schuyler, Col. Winder and 
Lieut. Col. Coles. I put to them this queEtion : — Shall 
we proceed .' They unanimously decided that we ought 
not. I foresaw that the volunteers who had come out for 
a few days, would disperse — several of them had on the 
eveningoflhe 2Sth broke their muskets. Iforesawthat 
the number of the regular troops would decrease, the 
' measles and other diseases being among them ; and they 
were now in tents in the month ,of December. I in- 
formed the officers that the attempt to invade Canada 
would not be made until the army waa reinfdi-ced; di- 
rected them to withdraw their troops, and cover them 
with huts immediately. 

You say that on Saturday every obstruction was remo- 
ved, and that ^ landing might have been effected without 
the loss of a single man. Tliis proves you unacquainted 
with the occurrences of the day. Colonel Winder, in 
retumiug from the enemys shore in the morning, lost a 
tenth part of his force, in killed and vrounded. The 
enemy showed no more than 50O or 600 men, as esti- 
mated by Colonel Parker, and one piece of artillery 
supposed a nine pounder. That forre we no doubt might, 
bave overcome, hut not without losfi; and that, from 
the great advantage the enemy would have had, might 
have been considerable. 

To recapitolate ; — ^My orders were to pass into Canad* 
^ith 3000 men atonce. On the first day of erabarlu- 
tio;D Dot more than 1100 men were embarked, of wboat 
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400, that is, hslf the regular infantry, were ezha&stei] 
with fatigue, aad want of rest- Oa the secood embarka- 
tion, only 1500 men were embariced, and these were to 
have put off immediately, and to haye descended tbef 
river to a point where , reinforcements were not to bo 
expected. On both days, many of the regular troops 
were men in bad health, who could not have stood one 
day's mareh; who, although they were on the sick re- 
jMfft, were tamed out by their ardent officers. The 
afiair at Qneenaton is a caution against relying on crowds 
who go to &e bulks of Niagara lohwkoti « batde ason 
a theatrical e^bitioB ; wbo, if theyaredisctppointedof 
the sightB, break ihta mnskets ; or if diey are without 
ratimu for a day desert. I faave made to you this frank 
diaclosare without admitting yoar authority to require il, 
underthe impression that you «ie patriotic aad candid 
men; and that yon will BOt censure me for following the 
cautions counsels o[ experience ; nor join the s^iseless , 
clamof excited t^mrt me by an interested man. 

I have some rewm to believe diat ibe canttoos coun- 
sel given by the superior officers of my command was 
good. From deserters we learn, that 2344 rations are 
issued daily wi the frontier, on tiie British side. Captain 
King, prisoner at Fo.t Oeoige, writes to an officer '&ma : 
*' TeU our friends to take better care of themselves than 
ittfpean I hove done." 

I am, gendemen, with great respect, your most 
obedTent, ALEXAITDER SMYTH, 

Brigadier General . 



T.Semll, Frinter, Maricet Square, Niagara, Upper Canada. 
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